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PREFACE. 

rnlC tCJ'J'itol'Y embraced withill the SbltC oC Ohi o probably 
contains a gl'catcl" IllIl11bcl' of pJ'chisto l' i<: 1'C'lllaills than an," other 
equaJ area in the l li s:-;issippi ,'a lley. 'rhe 1Illlnbn of these earth­
works ha~ been nniollsly estimated . ::;OIllC writers ha\'c c::;ti­
mated the Iltull bcl' of tumuli at 10,000 and the enclosures, etc., at 
.1 ,000 to .1 ,500, making the total Iltuubcl' of ca d hwo1'l.;s morc 
than 11,000. As a matter of fad these est imates wore based IIpon 
what was kuowll of SlIch counties as Scioto, Boss, Pickaw3Y, 
Butler, Hamilton, \\Tal'l'cn,\Vashington and .Lieking, a ll of whiC'h 
wel'o great centers of pl'chisto l'ic adi" it.,", If aU the counties in 
the stlltc wore dotted oyor with the earthwo rks o:f p rehjsto ry man, 
as arc the counties mentioned, the estimate wou ld be inadeqllatC', 
But we find the entire northwcst pa r t of the state unsuitcd in prc­
history timcs for occupanc," by a prchistoric people, as t he greater 
portion was low and swam p," and at ccrtai n seasons of the yea I' 
co \'el'ed with watel", Again the southeast p;u-t of the state was 
cn ti rely too r ough and h ill~" and the yaUe~'s of thc Stl-CHIllS small, 
so that agricu lture was canied on with g L'eat difficul ty, 'r he val­
leys of the two Miamis, Scioto and :;\'[uskingulll wcre we ll adap ted 
for t he abodc of prehistoric man and here we find his principal 
monuments, 

'rhe task of recol'ding these 11I011ulllcnts 'nls begun in a ycry 
cad," d<-l)' b," Col. Chas, \ Yhittlcsc,'", President of the '''TcstCI'll 
R cserye Hi sto l'ical Society, H e had cO llsiJ-uctcd a large wa ll map 
1:1 x 14 feet and had r ecorded upon it all the known Il"lO IlUments, 
'rhis map is now t he p l'opert," of the Ohio State Al'c'hcological 
and Histo l'ica l Society and was d rawll b.,' T homas MatllCw, Pro­
fessor of Drawing at the Ohio Agl'i cll ltul'al and .Mechanical Col­
lege ( State U nivel's ity) , No da te is marked upon the map but no 
dO\lbt it dates back to the ea rly 70's, [11 1891 an Archeologi(;;-ll 
Map of Ohio was p ublished b," the Sm ithsonian Insti tu tion, upon 
which Illanr additional mounds \\'cre noted. I n 1895 Prof. \ Var­
rcn K. )[oorehead conshucted for the Soc-iet," a ne\\' Archeol­
ogical map and commenccd to lllap the state systcmatically, The 
size of the lIew Illap was 6 x 6 feet which was murh sma llcl' than th(' 
map made fOl' Col. "Vhi ttl cse~". AftC1' l?rof. -:\fool'ehead's resig­
nation in 1897 the writer conducted a s,,'stematic- examination of 
the State, count~' b~" county, \'el' ifying WhCl'C\'CI' possible those 
monulllents al! 'cad~' known and at the same timc Hdding new 
I'ecol'ds to the map. After due considera t ion the Executi\'e COIll-
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mittce of t he Society found that a wall map would be entirely 
too unwicldy <-md undesimble as a p ublisbed aCCowlt of the ea l'th­
works of Ohio <1ud they ch<1nged the phlll of publica tion to an 
Al'cb;:eological Atlas of Ohio, by counties, a more cOIl "enient fO l'l'H 
for exami.nation ,md study. 

I n prcsenting the lu.'cheological Atlas of Ohio, the au thor 
wjshes to state it is as neal' complete as is <1t p resellt possi ble, 
remindful of the fact that many monuments h<1\' e been dest royed 
by a ce ll tury 01.' mOre of cult i,"ution of the so il and b," other de­
str ucb,'c agencies a nd that many, no doubt, ex ist that \\"e lu\\'c 
no recol'ds of. 

'rhc various classes of earthwo rks shown on the maps of the 
Atlas arc as f.ollows : ~\Jollnds (mortuary), cncloijures (c ircular, 
crcscent and square) yi llagc sites, burials (ordi na l'Y illte l'ments), 
cemetcries, sto lle g n)\"cs, effigics, petl'oglyphs, flint qua r rics and 
caches. 'r he 8,\']l1bol8 designating the nU'jous earthworks, are 
shown ill the subjoi ned c~lI'togr<1phie tablc, 

'l~he mound, for the most part el'ected as a monumcnt to the 
dead, is the best known ~lIlcl most abundant of tllC earthwol'ks of 
Ohio. 'l'he)' are uSIl Hlly con jcal in form and ya l'y ing in heigH 
from a fe\,' fect to 67 fect ~l11d in diameter from 10 to sercral 
hundred feet. 'l 'hcy ma,'" occu!' singly 0 1' in groups but always in 
dose p L'oximit,\' to theil' r illages. Ross county has 370 recorded 
burial mounds, L ick illg county h~lS 225, Bnt ler county 221, J ac'k­
son cou nt,,· H!l el Pi cIH1Wi.I," connty tie fOJ' foul'th place with 17~ 
cach, whi le Auglaiz(', lfem'," and \Vood counties hare no records 
of a single Il!ollnd. 'Pota l number of rccorded mounds in t he 
statc, B,5.l3, 

'rile di"isioll of cnclosll l'CS into three c lasscs - the cil'cu.l al', 
the squarc and thc C' l'csccn t - is merel., ' an anangement of con­
venience suggested by the ir forms ~)J)cl is not necessa l'il." illdieati\'e 
of purposcs foJ' \\'hid1 thc," WC I'C const l'llctcd. 

\VitJl J'csped to purpose Hnd location, the fo\l()'\'lng cJ Iss ific<1-
t ion prohably is 1ll0l'C desimhlc: ( 1) " Hill-tvp " er!(' :es, of 
il'l'egui<ll' form , confol' ll ling to the topog l'aph.,' of t' nd on 
which the," lic and from tIl( natural stratevic arhanb".. t h"i l' 
position, suggesti ng a m il it "~ ' . that is, a de fensive use I 
c1osll l'es, geometl'ic in dcsigu l'C 0 1' less 3.nnmetl'i ral and 
on low 01' level lands, the pl 1ll)Se of wh ich ma,'" hene b 
same, bllt perha ps <'o nsiructe. ),)' a d i ffel'ent cu ltUl'C; ;] ' 
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enclosures partaking somewhat of the characteristics of the two 
pl'eceding classes but located on bigb 01' low ground apparentJy 
with little regard to topogl·apby. 

Fort Ancient, in \"Tancn county, is tbe best cxample of the 
hill-top enclosures of the state. Enclosurcs of this class usually 
are constructed of stone and earth combined, and occur most f re­
quently in the soutbern half of the statc thougb not uncommon 
elsewhere. 

T he best examples of thc second named class are found in 
Licking, Ross, Butler, and other counties contiguous to the Mus­
kingum, Scioto and Miami rivers. They take the for111 of circles, 
squares, crescents, etc., singly 01' in combination and usually al'e 
constructed entirely of earth. 

'rhe third class of enclosures occU!' principally in the soutbel'n 
portions of the state aDd in several counties south of Lake E rie. 
1'hey vary greatly in fOI'm and location and consequently in 
probable uses. '1'he total number of enclosures recorded in the 
various counties of Ohio is 587, Ross county stands first with 49, 
Licking county 36, Pickaway county 33 and Fl'anklin county 
CODles fourth with 28. 

'r he village sites marking the places wherc aboriginal "mages 
or camps existed are scattered pretty gcnerally ovcr the statc. 
They furnish intimate data regarding the domestic life of the 
aborigu.1e. Among the important yiUage sites are the Baum vil­
lage site and the Gartner site, in Ross county. Both ha\'e been 
explored by the Society and the results prill ted in the Society's 
publications. The total number of village .sites recorded in the 
state is 354. Miami county leads with 35 recorded sites, Jackson 
county 22, Hamilton 17, and Darke county 13, 

Cemeter ies and burials are self explanatory. rrbey usuaJIy 
occur in or near village 01' camp sites. The stonc grave is merely 
a local variation of burial custom occUlTing most frequently along 
the Ohio river wbere the abundance of slabs of loose stone en­
couraged their use in preparing gl'aYes. 

Of the effigy mounds, the greatest is the Serpent :Mound of 
Adams county. Others are the Oppossum Mound of Licking 
county, the "Varren county Serpent, the tapi r like figUl'e in Scioto 
county and se\'cral anomalous figures in Pickaway, Ross and othcl' 
counties. These works al'e described under their l'espective 
counties. 

Petroglyphs 01' l'ock pictul'es are found cut into exposed rock 
surfaces and arc most abundant along the Ohio rivcr. .lunong 
the F ~'e important of the petroglyphs al'e those in Jackson, 
Mei!",.";, Belmont, Columbiana and Cuyahoga counties and de­
scribed under those counties. 

Flint quarries, the principal ones of which are located in Lick­
ing, Muskingum and Coshocton counties, weJ'e of great importance 
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III the aboriginal economy. r:rhei1' purpose is cvident - the sup 
N ying of raw material for thc manufacture of thc multitude of 
chipped flin t objects found in practicalJy evcr), section of the state. 
Flint quarrics r ccorded number 109. 1'he total number of thc 
\'al'ious classes of eal'th"'ol'ks I'ccorded upon the maps of the 
A tlas are as follows : 

Jllounds (Burial) ... . ...... .. . ...... . . . . . . ... 3,513 
Enclosurcs (Squarc, circula r and crcsccnt) . .....•.. . . . 587 
W~ S~ . . . ........ ~ 

Burials (Ordinary interments) ........ . ... , . .. .. .. 714 
Cctllctcrics ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 39 
StOI1~ Gravcs ...................... . . . ..•.... . . . • ... 17 
Effigy Mounds . . ... . . . .. • . . .. . . • • .... . .•... . .. .. . . .. 5 
PClroglyphs ........ . ....... . ....•.. . ... .. . . .. . . • . . .. 17 
Flint Quarries . ....• . . . .... . .. . . . . . . . ....... 109 
Cachcs ...... .. .. .. . . ..• . . . . ...... . .. . . • ... 6 
Rock Shclters .......... . ......•.. . .... • . . , . . . 35 

Total 

The author is under many obligations to Mr. H. C. Shetl'onc 
for h is untiring efforts in assembling the records of the eal,th­
wo d ;:s and p lacing the mal'ks in the propel' position on the maps 
and for personal examination of sections along the Ohio River. 
To Mr. PhiJlip Hinkle of Cincinnati fo1' fumishing the records 
for Hamil ton county. ':eo MI'. ALmer Hegler for furnishing the 
recOl'ds for Payette county. ':eo Judge H . C, Miller and Mr. F. E . 
Bingm~n of Jackson f or the records of .Tackson county. 

The author is also indebted to many others ill the various 
counties of the state, who aided in many ways to fUl"Ilish records 
and assist in locating the archeological remains for a permanent 
record. 

Columbus, Ohio. March, ]914. 
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INDIAN TRAILS AND TOWNS IN OHIO. 

rr hc impol'hmcc of the aboriginal trails of Ohio to the settle­
ment and dC\"ctopmcnt of the stute, hard ly c:m be O\"cl'cstimatcd. 
1n 111.111,'" instances they determined the Jocation of the ca d ," white: 
settlements as weU as the first forts and mili ta ry roads, man,\' of 
thClll later becoming permanent highways. rr hey ranged in width 
from a morc tnl il threading the wjjdcrness to paths of a few feet 
\"ide in the 11101'C open country and genc rall," followed the high 
ground between the water courses 01' hi ll s and ridges adjacent to 
t he stl'c'Ults. 

It was along these trails that the aboriginal Ohio peoples 
tran·jed f rom one part of the sta te to another, wiJether cilgagcd 
ill \\"i.ll'fal'c, the chase, trade and bartol', 01' migration. L atcr thcy 
SC1TCd, togethc r with navigablc strcams, HS thc onJ,\' IIlCi.IIlS o f cn­
trance fOI' thc white traders and scttlc l's who pushcd t heir wily 
into thc counh'~' west and north of thc Ohio ri \'er, rrhus thc trails 
in great lllCaSIII'C dctcrmined the coul'se of impro\'cd highways 
and in this Wil,V strongly influenced the location of communities 
and towns, 

Trail No, J, 'rJle "Great Trail" so-called, was thc most im­
portant of. the cast and west tra ils in Ohio, It was thc western 
extcnsion of thc gl'cat higll\nl~' betwccn thc Indi an country 
around Delaware and Cbesapcake ha~'s, l'lillning wcstward to t he 
forks of thc Ohio, where later Fort Pitt and P ittsburg were to 
he, tbcn('c wcstward through Ohio to Sandusk,\' Bay and :wound 
the west end of Lake El'ie to a jWlction with thc t l'ails Icading 
to the countl')' around Lakc se Clai r, The pl'iJlcipal I ndian 
to\yns 011 thc Great ':[11'ai1 in Ohi o were thc rruscal'awas and Bca\'c r 
towns whcrc it crossed the Tuscarawas 1'1 \'01'; ~iohican J ohn's 
towll, fUl'th ct' wcst; and the Sandusk,\' towns around Sandusk~' 
bay and ri\'o1', At a la ter pcriod, the Great Trail \\'C_lS the high­
wa~' connecting Fort Pitt, at thc fo rks of thc O hit) ; F ort Lau rens, 
located at t he cl'ossing of the hail and thc rr llsca 1'a\\'as I'i \'(' 1' ; F ort 
Sandusky on Sandllsk~T ha~T , and F or t n et l'oit, at D etl'oit. 

Tr3il :K" f) , 2, Of st!'ikillg impor tance was the Scioto h'<lilrl111-
ning nOl'th and south through thc sta te, betwcen Sand\1sk,v ba," 
and the mouth of the Scioto river, Ascending the Sanc1nsky l'iYel', 
crossing the portage and descending the Scioto to its junctul'e 
with the Ohi o. thc Scioto trail (, 1'ossed thc 1attel' 1'i\'cI' amI joined 
the famou s " "\V:l1'l'iol's' P ath," leading fal' in to thc southland, 
Together thcse t rail s ('onstitutcd onc of the gl'('ut('st wa l' paths 
of thc wcstcrn cot1llh~' " The p1'incipal town~ wCl'e Hl<' Sandusk,\' 
tOW"11S neal' the ba,vj the Pi pe's towns, H alf K ing's town, SVyandot 
to\\'n , in the yicinity of the upper rapids of thc Sandusk,v 1'ivc l': 
Mingo and Delaware town~ in l)cln\\,}ll'c ('ol1n(,' ; Old Salt Tli('k 
to\\"11 and Mingo town in Franklin ('o11nt,\'; Ma~\lck and thc Ohi1-

VII 

licothe to\\"11S in Pj ckawa," and R oss; HUI'l'i clHl rrom's town and 
\ Vand l1 ('ha Ic '5 town fll !'the r south and Cll i II icothe on thc Ohio, 0 1' 

LoweI' S lul\nlcC town, at thc mouth of t he Scioto, T hc northcJ'Jl 
portion of this trail was idcntica l with the routc of 'rl'ail No, 6, 

'l\'ail .Ko, 3, 'l'his tJ'a il connected thc Indian country about 
thc fo rks of the Muskingum with the Shawnee settlcments on thc 
Scioto und thcnce wcst and nOJ'th to the impol'tant :.\1ia111i towns 
on the i\ l iElmis nnd thc Up pC I' course of the ~\l<l\nllee ri\'o1', At the 
;\Iuskingllill forks it connccted with important tr:-1ils mnning east 
and HOl'th , The pl'incipa l towns \\'e1'O Concha kc, \Vhitc \ ,\Toman's, 
\ .\Takntonlika, French i\ l;.\l'gorct's, :J Lngu('k, C01'11sta lk 's, U pper 
Chill i('othe and Pickawillan,\'. 

Trail No, 4, fl'cquent l,r kno\\"l1 as thc Shorc Trail , follQwed 
thc southerll ShOI'C of Lakc l~l'ic , from whcre E~l'i c, Peun" no\\' 
shH1d~ westward along Sandnsk,\' btl,\" and then joined t he t l'a il 
north to the site of D etroit. P ottquotting to\\"n and the towns 
around Sandusk,\' ba,v werc touched b," this trail. 

'1'I'ail No, 5, known as the Cuyahoga-1Huskingum Tl'ajJ, ex­
tended hom the mouth of tl'c Cllyahoga 1'i" cr on the north and 
following' the Cuyahoga l"i \"cI' and (,l'oR~ ing thc podage in Summit 
('ounty, dcscended th(' 'J.' l1s('am""l:1S and :'\ fuskingum to its mouth, 
'rhe pl'in('ipal towns on this trail \\"ere Sag-nill's P ost, Ottawa town 
and Mingo town on the CU,\,ilhoga; Tuscarawas and Beayel' towns 

. on thc O l'ca t Tl'ail; ConchH ke and '\Vl1ite g ,vrs towns neal' the 
fork s of the ~I\lskingl11ll and thc soycnl! D rlu\\,Hre towns to thc 
south" 

'r l'ail No, 6 \n1S one of. the most impor tant Eu]' routes between 
thc "Lakes and the Virginia ('ol1l1t1',\', Tt cntel'cd Ohio opposite 
the mouth of the Great Kana\\'lli1 l'i,'cl', passcfl th rough the sal t 
I'egion of .Tackson ('ollnt." to H jundul'e with iI'nil ~o, 2 at :Maguck, 
from whi('h point north the two trails wcre practically merged, 
-\\7ith its sonthcrll cxtcnsion through thc mo\\ntains th is trail 
f0l'111cd one of the g rcatest high ,ya,\" ~ '~ctw('cn the southern and 
thc ('cn tral Ohio cou nties, 

't rai l No, 7, known as thc old Mahonil1J t1'ail entered Ohio 
whcrc thc l\[nhoning ri"cl' crosscs the state lLne, Eastward it 
joined the Oreat 'r "~li l to thc fo rks of the Ohio, Its westward 
rO\lI'~C lcd throngh -Po d r, l:l11f1 SIUllJ _t rount ics to Sandufk~' 
l3a,\', l 'hc lwim'ipal tOW ll cre Sa ui (' k Hnd Mahoning towns 
on the )rahoning, 

Tl'ail No, 8 ('01111Cd"d', il Xo, :1 with the Maulllce l'i\'er, at 
the month of the Augl , '0, li S fOl' llling a lancl-,,"ater routc to 
·Lake Erir, The old I"o\\'n I) \\rapog-koncttn t1 nd I Mtie Turtle's 
and Bille .Jacket's to' 1 " "(' 1'(' ,I ll this tnti!. 



Trail No. 9 cxtcndcd fl"om \"\Till's town on thc }[uskingum t.o 
C1'OW'8 town on the Ohio ncar the prescnt eity of Steubcnville. 
'11his trili l, as well as trails 1 and 2 ,yere extcnsi,'cl.,· uscd by the 
fi rst whites who pushcd thcir war into thc cOllnt!".,· north and west 
of the Ohio. 

Trail No. ] 0 connects Chillicothe on thc Ohio with rrrai l No.3 
midway bctwcen 1Iad T1\'C1" and Pickawillan:' . It follows in tl 

general Wi:l.," thc watershed between Paint creck and thc :Little 
1\1 ial11i Ti,·cl'. 

~Prail No. ] 1 cntcrcd Ohio from the south, (, l'os8i11P: thc 1'i"cI' 
wcst of the site of Cincinnati, It followed the ('ourse of thc lIfhmli 
l'i"C1' nOl'thWil l'd and joined T rail No.3 <It Piekawillan,v, 

1.11·ail No. 12 Wi.1S a brallch from the GJ'cat 'Pl'ail, leaving that 
tra il at Paintcd Post in ColumbitHIa count,v and extendi ng south­
ward to a juncture with rl'l'ail ~o,;) nC<H' Conchakc. '1'he principal 
towns \\'I:'I'C 1~hl'ee Tlegs' towll, N('w Comcr's town and \Nhite E,ves 
tOWIl. 

Tnlil 1To, ]3 extended from J[agllC'k sOlltheast to thc J flls­
kingum I"i,'e l' then('c soutl1\\"i.ll'd , cl'ossing the Ohio l' i"Cl' in Wash­
ington count:' , This was a \\'ell kno\\'n \\':ell' trail hom thc Shawnee 
settlements on thc Sc ioto to the Tnd ian s('ttlements ill sonth­
westel'n Pennsyh'ania, 

Tre:l il No. 14 cxtended from a juncture with Trail Xo. 11 
northward th1'ou~h the western tiel' of counties to the headwaters 
of the Wabash, :Its ('olll'se led neal' the pl'CRC'nt to"" s of Eaton 
and Hamilton, 

~I' l'ai l No. 15 eonnected the towns at thc mouth of thc Scioto 
with TJ'<-1il No.3 neRI' French 1fargaret's town in Fairfield county. 
Tt passed throllgh the g reat salt Teg-ion of SOlIt ('reck and J<-1 cksoll 
eOllnt.,· imel dOllhtless pla.:'ed an impol'tant pe:ll't in the nhol'iginal 
sa lt indllsb','" rrhc pl'ineip<-11 to\\'ns wer e French Mal'g;ll'et's town, 
Standing Stonc towll ani!. Lower Shawnec tOWIl. 

rfrail No. 16 was a ('onncet ing li nk bcb,'cen 'fmil s f) and 6. 
Its COUl'se followed the Ohio 1'i"el' and the pl' in(' ipal towns were 
\Vanduchnle's tm\'ll and l(isk.iminetas. 

T rail No. 16 W<-IS a cOllneeting link hehn:'rn T J'Hi ls 5 and 6. 
lts COll rs(' followed that of the Ohio l'i,'cl', usuall," somc disbmce 
inland and thc p r incipal towllS w('rc ' Yanduchale's and Kiski­
minehls. A branch led southward through Ja('kson county, Wcst 
Virginia. 

~11he Tndian towlIS showl1 on the IllHP, in conncction with the 
trails, should not bc ('onfused with the \'illagc sites of the county 
map~, which <-1I'C detcrmined solcl.,' h," the matel'ial c\'idenccs 
scattcrcd thl'Ollg-h the soi l. whi le the fonnel' al'C based cnt il 'eJ ," 
IIpon histori c c\idcncc. Bl'icfl.,· the State map aims to ~h o\\' in a 
compositc mallllCI', as 11c;11'l," <l S possihlc the lo('atioll of thc more 
important <.lbol'icdllHl trails <-1]](1 Tndian towns. l'cgl-ll'd less of 
('la'onolog,", of \\'hi('h thel'(, is hi~tOl'i(' 1'C'(,Ol'd , '\·"hilc C'xtcmli ng 
down into lli:;;tol'ic times, thc trai ls Hnd mnn," of thc towns doubt­
less l'('(\('hed f<ll' ha rk into thc prc-histo ry pf'l'iod of thc tel'l'ito l'." 
no\\' within tIl(' Rtfltp of Ohio and senc as H ('ollnrding link hf'­
twcell the two C1'as. 

V II [ 

The :\I uskingum Trail , Tu~carawa, Co. 

T he :\[ u"killgum Trai l. 

View taken on the sunullit of \ Vallacc Rid~c. near 
SlockllOrt, Ohio, where the Indian s lay 11"tching Big' 
Botto l11 lJ lockhol1se aero,s the i\luskillgnm r;,'cr the day 
preccetlillg" thc night o f the l11<lssane, 
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The Great Serpent. 

ADAMS COUNTY. 

The great" Serpent Mound" of Adams County is in many 
respects the most remarkable of Ohio 's prehistoric monuments, 
and ranks among the greatest of the world's so-called effigy 
mounds. It is located in northern Bratton to,,"'TIship and occupies 
an eminence which terminates in a sheer precipice towering nearly 
100 feet above the bed of Brush Creek. The Serpent propel' is 
1,254 feet in length, measUl'ing along the convolutions, with a 
maxinium height of nearly 5 feet. There are three principal con­
volutions of the body, giving a very realistic undulating effect, 
while the tail is coiled twice around. The head is somewhat con­
ventional, being triangular in shape, with the anterior side of the 
triangle concaved to form the mouth. Before the mouth is an 
oval figure 120 feet long and 60 feet wide which the serpent ap­
parently is about to swallow. 

The Serpent Mound was first described by Squier and Davis, 
the pioneers of American Archeology, in 1848. In 1885, through 
the efforts of Prof. Frederick W. Putnam, of Hal'vard Univer­
sity, steps were taken which secured perpetual preservation of 
this great earthwork. Through his initiative, a subscription fund 
was raised by certain public spirited women of Massachusetts, and 
the land containing the Serpent was purchased and deeded to the 
trustees of the Peabody museum of Harvard University. That 
institution in 1900 deeded the Serpent Mound Park to the Ohio 
State Archeological and Historical Society, for perpetual preser­
vation as a public park. A tablet bearing the history of the Ser­
pent since it came to the notice of white men, was erected in the 
park in 1902. 

Professor Putnam, to whom lUore than to any other man is 
due the credit for the preservation of the Serpent, made extensive 
excavations of the site which were fully described by him in the 
Century Magazine for April, 1890. 

Probably the most comprehensive and complete history of the 
Serpent MOUll<.l. yet pllblished is that of Hon. E. O. Randall, sec-

l'ctary of the Ohio State Archeological and Historical Society, 
entitled" The Serpent Mound," in which the great work and its 
possible relation to primitive serpent worship are discussed. A 
large model of the Serpent and Park is on exhibition in the So­
ciety's museum, and shows on a reduced scale the exact appear­
ance of this great work. The str eam flowing at the foot of the 
cliff, the trees and grass, road\vays, fences and other details, are 
shown in their natural colors and proportionate dimensions. 

Adams county is rich in mounds and earthworks of the ab­
original peoples of Ohio, particularly along Brush creek and its 
tributaries and along the Ohio river. 

Several pictographs, mostly in the form of human footprints 
cut in the exposed rock surfaces, are to be seen along the Ohio 
river, near the mouth of Stout's rUll, in Green township. 

The following table shows, by towllships, the number and 
kinds of earthworks in the county : 

ADAMS COUNTY. 

.,; 
.,; 

.., 
Townships. " iii .,; " = " ~ " " .. = 0 '" g <l !1 ·c 

~ 0 :> = ..-. "' '" 
Winchester ... .. . . . .. 6 5 . ........... . 
Scott ... . . II 5 . ..... .. .. . . . . 
Bratton ............ 6 3 ..... . . . . .. . 
Frankl in . .. . . . .. . . . ...... .... . . . . . .... . . ... . . . ... . . ... . . 
Wayne . . . ... .. . .. Z .3 ... .. .. .... . . ... . ............ . 
Oliver . . . . . . . I I 2 · . . . .... . •..... 

~1ejgs .......... . . . . 2 3 . ......... . ....... . .. . . . 
Liberty ........................ . .. . . . . I .. ... .... ... .. .. ....... . 

Tiffin ......... . . . . . 4 4 I I 4 · ... ............. . ..... . 
J efferson ....... . . . 3 2 . ..... . . ..... . .... . .... .. .... •. ..... 

Spriggs ...... . .. . .. . 3 . . . . . . .. ... . 5 ............ . .......... . 
1vlonrac ............ 5 2 I ... ............ .. ..... . 

Green . . . . . . . . . . 5 I 5 . . . . .. . ..... 2 

Totals .......... \---:58-'-3- - - '-0- - -3-' - 2 I 2 I17 

I I 

Transv~r~e Sections of th~ Great Serpent, 
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.ALLEN COUNTY. 

While of considel"able importance as an Indian country in 
early historic times, Allen county was not topographically suited 
to continuous aboriginal occupation, and consequently few earth­
works arc found within its territory. A condition necessary to 
all-the-yeal'-al'ound habitation in aboriginal times was natural 
drainage. The fact that much of northwestern Orno, previous to 
the settlement of the country by whites was at certain seasons 
rather inclined to be swampy, accounts for the comparatively few 
prehistoric remains in that territory. The " Mound Builder" 
naturally pJied t11C art from which he takes his name, most as­
siduously in those sections of the state where conditions most fa­
vored permanent and continuous babit.'ltion. 

Occasional burials and old camp and village sites and a few 
mounds, are found in Allen county. An important aboriginal trail 
traversed the western part of the county, following the course of 
the Auglaize river, connecting with trails from tbe lower Scioto 
on the south and with the Maumee river at the mouth of the Aug­
laize. 

AJ..LEN COUNTY. 

Townships. .,; 
~ 
c , 
0 
~ 
~ 

German ..... • • .•• ...... . . . . . . . ..... .. .. 
Bath ............. .. . ... . • •. ..•• . ... • . . . ". 
J ackson ...... .. .•...........•. • ..•.• . . . 2 

.; 
~ 
iil 
!:, 
~ ;;: 

2 

Amanda . .... ...............•. . ... . . . . .......... . 

.; 
• '0 

'" • .; • • .. ·c E , <; 
d '" .... 

2 2 

f--+--+- ----
Totals ............. . ...• .••. . .. . 3 2 3 2 

• 
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ASHLAND COUNTY. 

Ashland county is remarkable among the northern counties 
of the state for the comparatively large number of earthen en­
closures it contains. Most of these enclosures are quite small, and 
are both the circular and elliptica l, and the rectangular type. 
Green township in particular is rich in these enclosures, while 
Mohican township also contains a number. 

The abundance of earthworks in southern Ashland county 
possibly may be due in part to the fact that the Great Trail passed 
through this section, crossing the headwaters of the Mohican I'iver 
and the numerous streams tributary thereto. Numerous burials, 
old village sites, etc., together with the many stone implements 
found show that southern AsbJand county was a scene of consider­
able activity in aboriginal times. 

ASHLAND COUNTY. 

,; 

Townships. 
~ 

£ ,; 
Vi • " ·c 

" ~ .g 1l, • :!i .. 
~ ·c E • -" :; " • 0 

"' "' U f-< 

. . . . .. ...... I· . . . . . ... . .. ..... . 
3 .. . .. . . . ............ ... . 

Ruggles ....... ... . ... . • . ... . 
Clear Creek ........ . ............. 1 
Orange......... ..... . ........... r ......... . ................... . 
Jackson .......... .. . . ........... .... .. 
Montgomery .............. . ...... 5 
Perry................. ... . ...... 2 

Mifflin ........... • . .. ...•..... , .. I 

Mohican ....... , . . .. . .. •• ........ 
Green ........ • ................. , 9 
Lake ........ , .• '...... . . ........ 2 
Hanover ...... , .. . ..... , . ..... . .. 3 

Totals. . . . . . • . . .. . . . . .• . . . . . . 26 

2 

3 , 

2 

, , 
3 
, , 

............. ,.~ ............. . 
3 , , 

4 7 I 



" '. 
" 

, 

t, 

I . 
, .. , 

, 

, I . •. 

COU NT Y ILOR AIN 

?~D-ttr -
C ,-0 U N T Y j 0 

3, <.) IX- ~. 
~ I> ~ I 

~ ~ ~ ,O IL' 

'If J\ \\ I 

~ 

')J I II : 
"-, r' J f II' < 

• 0 
I • ~ ~ ~_ != 
I ~ IJJ ~ : 

J'1 i ./ 
, 'W' :/E" 1 

f·, :s , , 
: 
, , 

' .... ""',-.' , ~ . 
~ , -..J', \ 

'" ~. 
~ - ". ~ .. 'J.' ' .- -. .. -......... . '"" . 

: :\ : ~ ¥ 
C 0 U t>l 

3 

I 

I 

, [j , 
, 
: \-

ASHLAND COUNTY 
Sca le, on e inch equals three m ites 



4 

ASHTABULA COUNTY. 

Ashtabula, the extreme northeastern county of the state, was 
traversed by the old aboriginal trail which skirted the southern 
sborc of I ... ake Erie. Throughout the northerll part of the county, 
arc found evidences of the great impOl'tance of this trail as a 
passageway from east to west, south of the great lakes. Many im­
plements of stone and other matcl'jals have been picked up along 
the course of this old hlghway and numerOliS burials have been 
noted. 

The principal earthworks arc in Conneaut, Wayne and Wind­
SO l' townships. Several mounds al'e located along the Ashtabula 
and Grand r h'ers and their tributaries. An aboriginal cemetery 
of considerable importance existed on the present site of Con­
neaut. 

ASHl'AJlULA COUNi'Y, 

.,; 
.,; ~ .,; 

T ownsh ips. " iii " .,; " ." 
~ " !'., 

.,; " = -3 .. - .,; 

" .. ;: !l ." ~ -- c ;> = 0 
~ "' CO U f-< 

Ashtabula ......•. • • . .. • • . . . ..... 3 ........... . 
Kingsville ....... . . • .. .. . ........ . . ........... 
Conneaut ......... . ...• . ... • .... . 4 2 • ....... 
Plymouth ....... "............. . . . . . • ..... . . .... .. ... . . 
Sheffield ......... •• . . • . • ..•. • ... . . .. . .....•..... . ..... . ..... 
Harpersfield ..... • .... •... .•.... . I ... . ...................... . 

Austinburg ...... • ....•....•.... . ..... . .......... . 
~Iorgan ........ . . .............. . . .... . . .... . . ... .. ........... . 
ROlllC •••••.••.. • • • •• • .•• • •. • • • . 'I I • .... •• ..... • •. . •••• • • •• • • • • • • 
\Vindsor ................ . ........ ..... . I . . . . .. _ .... . ..... . 

wa)'~:tal'." .. .. .• ..•• : •• -+i~r':~,~d "; '1' 25' 

• 

ANCIENT WORK 
A$hfaiwh C~vnly, Ohio . 

.sC.ll 1.6 
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ATHENS COUNTY. 

Al'cheologically unique is the district known as "the plaills" 
of Athens county. It consists of an area of upwards of 5 miles 
square, lying south and west of the Hocking river and north of 
the city of Athens. Its surface, quite level, is dotted with mounds 
and enclosures so abundant that from almost any ODe of them it 
is possible to see another. The elevation of "the plains" is only 
slightly above that of the river, while on all sides of it the country 
rises rapidly to considerable heights. This level and protected 
area evidently appealed strongly to the aboriginal liking, as evi­
denced by the remains of their industry. 

Ames township, on the headwaters of Federal Creek, and 
Alexander township, in the southern part of the county, abound in 
mounds. 

ATHENS COUNTY. 

T ownsl1ips. 

Trimble .......• . ...• . .. .. . .... .. ...• . . .... . . . 1 
york ....... . .... . ........•.. . .... . . • .. • ...... 
Dover .... .... ... .... .. .•... ••.... . ........... 
Ames ........•.. . , .. • . . , .... , •. . .. . . . •....... 
Bern .................. . ........... . ... . ..... . 
Waterloo ............................... • ...... 
Athens ............ : .....••...••.. . .... . ..... . 
Canaan ........ . •...... . .. . . . . • . . .. . . . . . ...... 
Rome ...........•.•...... • .... • .... • ......... 
Lee ............... . . ......... ............... . 
Alexander .................•...... .. .. . . . ...... 

3 

'" , 
3 

,8 
2 , , 

,6 

Totals...... . ............... .... . .... . .... 63 

.,; 

~ " J3 
" " .,; 

~ '" ~ .. 
c :; " W ... 
I I 

. . . . . . I· . . . . . . . . 
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AUGLAIZE COUNTY. 

In common with other counties occupying the level plains of 
northwestern Ohio, Auglaize county has ew prehistoric earth­
works. Doubtless these level counties were extensively frequented 
during certain seasons of the year by aboriginal bunters bnt the 
country furth er south and east was preferred for fIXed abodes . . 

Several Indian villages however, were found in Auglaize 
county when white men first entered its territory. The old trail 
passing northward to the Maumee river, traversed the western 
part of the county. Along this trail, in St. Marys and Noble town­
ships and facing on the St. :Marys river, were three enclosures of 
the crescent type. 

Old village and burial sites are found near Wapakoneta and 
along the Auglaize river. 

A UGLAIZE COUNTY. 

.; 

~ 
u 

Townships. ~ " " ,,; • u .; 
.£ '" '2 '3 u a c " 0 

"' > '" 
,., 

Logan ......... . . .... .. .. .... ...... .... . ........... . 
Noble................ . ....... .. .. .. . . ........ 2 ......•....••.•... 

St. l\Ilarys ...... . .. . ...... . ... . ............... . ................ . 
l\IIoulton ................. .. ....... ... ......... . . . . .. ...... 2 
Duchouquet ....... . . . . . . ....... . ................... . 

I--~--j--
Totals ....... • ................•.......... . 3 2 4 9 

f 
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BELMON'l' COUN'l'Y. 

Belmont county is important archco1ogicnlly as presenting 
fine examples of the so-called petroglyphs, 01' Indian rock pic­
ttU"os. 'l'hesc pctl'oglyphs arc fOllnd in several counties of the 
state, p rincipalJy those bordering the Ohio river, where they gen­
emll'y appeal' cut into the comparatively smooth surfaces of O!e 
exposed sandstone of the coal measures bOl'del'ing the 1'ivo1'. A 
number of these rock pictm'cs, howovor, arc located independently 
of streams, as in Belmont and Jackson counties. 

'rho Bal'nesyille Track Rocks, as the Be]mont county petl'o­
glyphs have been styled, arc situated ncar the city of Barncs­
d lle, jn ,,\TalTon township. 'rho), arc cut 01' pecked into the coa rse 
sandstone gdt, the tools used in most cascs having been of stone 
01' flint and the outlines alonc sufficing to form thc desired figure. 
The Bal'tlcsyille pctroglY1Jbs consist mostly of outliJ1CS of the 
human footprint, of the footprints of various bi l'ds and animals, 
of the human face, of serpents, etc, 

Along the river in eastern Belmont county are located llumer­
ous mounds, burials and village sites, whilc in the western portion 
of the county are other mounds, village sites and earthworks, 

BELJ.\ION'r COUN'fY . 

.; 
.; ~ .; .; 

.c 
Townships. • iii • 0. .; " ." , 

~ ~ • " • • .; 
" 0 " .. 0; .. g u " ." E " - a ~ ~ ;;: , 

d " ~ '" 0- .... 
- -
Flushing .,." ... , •• . . . ,.,. ... . . . . . . . .. ..... . 2 .............. . 
Kirkwood., .. , ... , ....... , .. • ... . .... , ... , ........... , ....... , 
\Vheeling ."., ...• , .. ,. , .. , ..•........ ... . , . . 2 
Warren ... , .. , .. ,.... . .... 2 2 

Union, .... , ..• . • . . •. ..... .., ..... " .. 
Pense ,. .., ...... . .. . 1 2 
PtLltney .. ,., ... • ... , . 3 
~[eade .. .,' . ... .. , . 3 .. . , .. ".,. 
york .... ,.,... . ........ ., ..... ,. , 

3 

2 

Tota ls , .. ......... -'2 1 4 I '3 

. ........... p, .... . 
.................. 
----

I I 32 

One of the "Barnesville Track Rocks," 
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BIWWN COUNTY. 

This Ohio river county presents an interesting ul'chreological 
study. A feature is the great number of burials of tbe stone grave 
type, which occur probably more frequently along the Ohio river 
in this county than in any other section of the state. 1£11e stone 
grave method of burial is not considered indicative of a different 
or distinct culture, but merely as a local custom, due, no doubt, to 
the fact that the conveniently flat stones ,vere abundantly 
available. 

Numerous earthwurks OCClII' in SQutllcastcrn Brown county. 
Along White Oak Creek in the central southern portion; on west 
Fork of Brush Creek in EagJe township and in P en y township. 
A group of eight small mounds is located on the P erry-Sterling 
township line. 

BROWN COUNTY. 

.,; .,; • .,; " .,; > 

Townships. • iii • t: 
.,; " ·c 

'" .., " Ii, 00 • .,; c .g " ~ • " c ~ ·c E c 
0 0 -::'l 

0 ;; c • - 0 

"' '" U if> .... 

Perry......... . ..... .... . . 12 3 I··· ~-............. .......... . 
Sterling ........ • ... . .... . . 2 . . . . .• . . . • • • 1 ........... . •....• 

Green............. ........ ...... ...... ...... . .......... .• . . . . . 
Eagle ........ ····.········1 3 4······ .... .. . .. .............. . 
Washington ...... . ....... . .................. . ................ . 
Scott ............•........ 1 .....•...... I .....•............ 

Oark ....................................... 2 ...•.•......•...•. 
Jackson. . ...... ... .... . ... I ..••...•.•.. . •................ 
Franklin ..........• . ............. . . . . .. . ..... . .... ............ . 
Lewis ...... ,. . ...... ..... . 2 1 I 

Pleasant .................. 4 . . . . . . .. . . . . I 
Jefferson ... ,.,............ I 1 ..... . ............•........... 
~~ ..........• ••••..... . ........... . 2 1 ...... ...... ...... 
Union ..... ..... ... ...... . II 4 1 1 

Huntington ........•....... 4 I 2 3 

Totals ...........•..... . 41 14 5 11 2 6 79 

) 

Stcn{' Gral'cs in a 1\10\111(] of E;lTth, ncar Aberdeen. 

Stone Grave near Aberdeen. 

Arched Stone Grave near Ripley. 
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BUTLER COUN'J'Y. 

Butler is one of the richest counties, al'ch::eologically speak­
ing, in Ohio, particularly in number of mounds. It contains 221 
mounds, besides 30 other earthworks and aboriginal sites. 

The rich valley of the Miami river , passing through this 
county, offered an ideal place of abode for the aboriginal in­
babitants, and in many places, notably in St. Clair, Ross and F air­
field townships, their mounds and other works are so thickly Jo­
cated that for long distances it is possible to see f rom the site of 
one to that of others. The valleys of Indian Creek, F our-mile 
Creek and other tributary streams likewise are thickly dotted with 
mounds. There arc important enclosures in F airfield, Union and 
Ross townships. Several of these are combinations of the circle 
or crescent and the square, usually with attendant mounds. 

These earthworks are regarded variously as of mili tary and 
sacred signmcance. :Many of the ir regular enclosures surmount­
ing elevated points of vantage doubtless were in the naturc of 
fortifications and places of dcfense. '11he circular and square 
enclosures, or combinations of the two, 'usually more geometrical 
in proportions and construction, have inspired various theories 
as to their uses. Many of the B utler county earthworks have 
been described by Squier and Davis in their " Ancient Monuments 
of the M.ississippi Valley" and by :McLain in his "Mound 
B uilders. " 

BUTLER COUNT Y. 

Townships. ..; .., 
c 

" 0 
~ .... 

Oxford . .... . . • ....•. • .. • .... . ... 16 
Milford ..... •. ... • .. . .•. .. ...... 8 
Wayne ...... . ..... . . . . . . . . . . ... . 7 
Madison .. . .. .. . . . ... .. . . . .. . .... 13 
Reilly . . . .. . ...... • ....•......... 17 
Hanover ...... . ..... ...... . ...... IS 
~ Oair ... . .. ..•..... . .. ........ 3

6
5 

mon . ....... . ... . . . . . . .... ... . 
Liberty .. . . .. ..... • .. . . . . . . . . . ... 7 
Morgan ... ... .. ..... • . •... . . . ... 10 

..; 
~ 

" • 0 
U c 

"' 
3 
2 

2 

..; 
~ ..; 
in • 

..; 
·c 

• • ..; ., .. .., 
.!! ·c E '" ~ " • 0 
> CO U ,.. 

3 .. .... . .... . 

Ross . . .... . . . . . . ...• . . . . .. . ... .. S3 4 ·· ··.····· ·· · · · · ······ · 
Fairfield . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . ..... . . . 17 7 ..... . . . . .. . 
Union ........... .. .. .... . .. .... . '7 4 .......... .. ......... . 

Totals . . ... . ..• • . • . .• ..... . .. 
1--1--- 1--

22 1 24 4 25 1 

-

AIUA 11 ACRe s 

Ancient Works in Butler County . 

Butler (Coullty) Fort - Three Miles Below Hamilton. 

, , 
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OARROLL OOUNTY. 

Although on the line of the Great 'l'rail and traversed from 
northeast to southwest by a branch trail leading from the Great 
Trail to the forks of the Muskin~um, Carroll county appears 
never to have been the seat of any extensive permanent aboriginal 
occupation. This may be due in part to the absence of important 
streams or extensive valleys, in a country otherwise attractive, 
although rather rugged in topography. 

The only mound so far located, is in the northeastern part of 
Washington towDship, with a village site and cemetery in Center 
township, a village and hUl'ial site .in Perry towl1ship and a burial 
in Lee township. A comparatively large number of stone and 
flint hnplemcnts have been picked up in the vicinity of old trails, 
and along Big Sandy creek in the northern portion, showing that 
aboriginal travel along these old thoroughfares was of consider­
able importance. 

• 
CARROLL COUNTY. 

,; 
~ ,; 
iii u 

,; .,; ·c 
~ !:, u ,; = ·2 1:' 

~ ~ E .. -~ u 0 
> U !-

Townships. 

W ashington . . . ......• . . . .• . . .. ... . .• .. . I , ..... . .... , "', .•• . 

Lee . " .. , . .. .... ...... .... .. .. .. . ... . .. .... .. ...... .. .. ...... .. 
Center , .... , . . , . . .•.. . .•..... . •.. . • •.... . . . ,. 
Perry . ... . . . , .. •. . .. •.. , . • .. • . .. • .. . .•. . . , . . . 

Totals , ....... . .. . ... .. . . , ... . . . . ,' 2 2 6 
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CARROLL COUNTY 
S ca le, one Inch equals three miles 
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CHAMPAIGN COUNTY. 

f~rhe importance of Champaign county to the aboriginal in­
habitants of Ohio perhaps is not f ully reflected in the visible struc­
tures left behind them. White traders and settlers, when they 
pushed their way into the ~Iad Riycl' valley, found that favorable 
region one of great activity insofar as the rcd man was concerned. 
The wide fertile valleys and the gently rising slopes both to the 
east and the west, rna,de the county an inviting place of abode. 
And the fact that this was not wholly unappreciated is shown by 
the very frequent exhumation of skeletons from the gravel banks 
throughout the county. 

T here arc six known mounds in Champaign, four enclosures, 
a cemetery, village site, and a number of burials. One of the 
earthworks located near Catawba Station in Union township, is 
rather anomalous in eharaetH. It consists of three small circular 
enclosures, together with par allel embankments of earth. Two 
other enclosures are neal' Mechanicsburg and the r emaining one is 
a crescent enclosure, opening upon the river, in M.ad River town­
ship. 

CHA i\{PAIGN COUNTY. 

.; 
.; ~ .; 

Townships. 
v Vi v 

.; " ." , 
"" .g v • v .; g " .. " ,g ." E "3 
~ c " v 0 
~ "' > '" U f-< 

Johnston...... . . . . . .. . ....... I I ..... ..... .. 
Jackson. . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . I" .. .. .... .. 
Concord......... . ... . . . . . . . ..... . .... . 
Mad River . .. ... . .... . .... . .... . [ I. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ...... . 

Salem ........... . .... . ....................... . . 
Urbana. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .• . . . . . . . . . 3 . .... . . .. . .. . . .. . . . .. ....... . . 
Wayne ....... . . . . ....... . ...... . ......... .. . . . 
Union ........ ..... .. ... ..... . ........ . 
Goshen......... ... . . .... . .. ...... Z ..... ...... ........ . ... . 

Totals .. . .. . 6 4 I 6 I 
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CLARK COUNTY. 

Clark county, in topography is much like Champaign, except 
that the Mad River becomes a more important stream and that 
the Little Miami river bere bas its source, with important tribu­
tary streams. These, together ,,,ith several br anches of the Mad 
river, make of the county an exceptionally well watered and at­
tractive region for aboriginal occupation, 

The county has many mounds, radiating from a central point 
at Springfield, while several major earthworks are found. The 
more important of these are in Mad River tournship, with others 
in Springfield and Harmony toWnships. 

CLARK COUNTY. 

.; 

Townships. 
.; ~ .; • iii • .; " ." , 

.!!i ." • !'., • .; c -ll .~ v , 
~ 8 ~ 0 

<:i 
, 

::E :> '" f-< 

Pike ... . . .... .... ........ . ....... 3 ......... . ................... . 
Gennan .. ... . . .. • . .......................... 4 .. . . .... . . . 
Moorefield .. . . .. . . . . . .. . ......... 8 .......... . . .. ...... . ........ . 
Bethel .. . .... . .• .. ..•. .. . • ... ... . 2 2 . ....... . . . . .. . . . . 

Mad River. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 6 2 2 ... .... . . .. . 

Springfield .. ... . . .. . .... . . ..... . . '7 I I 

Harmony .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 5 1 ........... . 
z 

Greene ......... · . · . ··· ·· ····3 ·· ····· 3· · ·· · · ..... . 
Madison............ .. . . ....... 2 

Totals . .... . . . . . .•. ... . . ... .. j 47 I 7 4 2 71 

I 
/ 
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CLERMONT COUNTY, 

The favorite districts of Clermont county, from the aborigi­
nal point of view, were the valleys of the East Fork of Little 
Miami, Stonelick creek and Twelve Mile creek. By far the most 
impol'tant of these is the first named, which crosses the county 
from west to east in a long loop sweeping to the southward. 

Perhaps the most interesting of the enclosures of the county 
is that situated near the juncture of the East Fork with the Little 
~Iiami This work, which was first described by Squier and Davis 
in 1848, consists primarily of a square and an irregular circle, 
the two conjoined. From the circle extend paraliel walls to a 
union with a small circle, from which in turn run low walls termi­
nating in a fan-like process. 

About 20 miles up the East Fork there existed another in­
teresting earthwork, which resembled a girdil'on in form. 

There are numerous mounds, village sites and burials in the 
county, 

CLERMONT COUNTY. 

~ -

'n 
ri 

Townships. .:= ~ (}1 
" " " 
~ ." " !:, 3 " " c ~ ;; 5 " ." P-.3 " c " 0 
U ~ "' ;0- '" .... 

1 
Goshen ...... . . . . • . .. ... .... .... • . . . . . .. ...... I I ........... . 
W.aynr; ......... . ... . . . . . .... . 
Miami ...................... . .•. 
Stonelick .... ..... . ......... ... . 
Jackson .......... . .....•... 
Union ........... . . . . • , ... . . . . . • 
Pien:e ............... , .. . •. . ... , 
Batavia ..... . .... , ...... . 
Williamsburg ....... , ......... . . 
Ohio ............ . .. , , ... .. .. .. • 1 . •. ... 

Monroe ... . . . . . ...... .. . 1 ..... . 
Tate ................ , ........... 1 ..... . 
Washington .............. . .... 1 .. . .. . 

4 ............ I 3 
4 4 

z 
z 
5 
z 
Z 

2 , 
2 

z 
z 

Franklin ........ .. . • ...... . . . . • 1 .•.... , 
T otals .... ........ , ... .. ... . 1--' ---:;;- -. -,-, -L 3 8 

IINCIENT WORK 
,CIe.l'mcnf COMfy. ~/O. 

SeAl-_ 

The "Gridiron," Clermont County, Ohio. 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 

The northwestern thlrd of Clinton county is liberally supplied 
with burial mounds, the section being well watered and very fa­
vorable to human existence under aboriginal conditions. The 
valleys of Dutch creek, Todd's Fork and Lyttle creek are par­
ticularly rich in prehistoric earthworks. Many fine specimens of 
primitive stone and flint implements have been collected in this 
section of the county. 

The important aboriginal traiJ, l'unning from the mouth of 
the Scioto to a junction with trails on the upper Miami, is believed 
to have passed over the high land in the eastern part of this county. 

CLIN'l'ON COUN'fY. 

• 

.,; 
.; ~ 

Townships. .; ~ iii , 
~ " ~ " .; 

" " , • ." .. 
0 

" ~ di 15 ::; 
'" f.< 

Chester ..... • ... • • . . . . •. . . • . ... • . ....... 14 . . . . .. ...... 3 
Adams ... . .. . • . . .• . . . . • . . . . • . . . . ...... 10 3 ................. . 
Vernon . . . .... . ..... , ...... •• , ...... ,., 5 4 
M~oo ..............•.. . ...........................• 
Luib~rty . . . ... , . , . .. . •.. , ' . , .. , .... '.~ .. , ........ . 

nlon . ....... . . .. . ,. ... . . . .. . .. . ..... . <tV . ... ••.•• .• • . •.• • 

Washington ............ . .. , .... . ....... 3 
Jefferson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I ............ .......... .. 
Oark . . . .. . . . .. ..•. .. • . . . .• .. .. . ..... . . 4 ...... . . . ......... . .... . 
Wilson . . . . . . . . . • . . • .•. . . . . . . . ... . .. ... z ..... . . . ... . 
Richland ........ . . .. .... . ...... • ....... z . . . . . . . . . . .. ...... . .. . . . 
Green ......... • . . . . . . . ........•....... I ......•. . . .. • 

Totals ................• . .. . . • .. .... 93 wi • 8 " . 
It .. 
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CLINTON COUNTY 
Scale, one Inch equals three miles 
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COLUMBIANA COUNTY. 

Of most interest among the archeological l'cmams of Co­
lumbiana county, are the Petroglyphs located about ODe mile 
above Wellsville, on the Ohio river. These P etroglypbs wbich are 
cut 01' pecked into the rock bordering the river and just above low 
water mark, consist of figures of men, animals, turtles, serpents, 
etc. r.Pbere are other Petroglyphs simjlm'1y placed, neal' the south­
eastern cornel' of Liverpool township. 

Owing to the rugged topographical nature of the county, the 
lack of impor tant stl'eams and valleys, there arc few earthworks 
in Columbiana county_ Of the two mounds located, ODC is in MJd­
dleton township and one in Wayne townsh.ip. Several burials 
hayc been located in the interior of the county. 

The Great Trail, coming from the forks of the Ohio and pass­
ing westward to Sandusky Bay, entered the state through section 
25, Middleton township, traversing the cOlmty to its southwest 
corner. 

COLUMBIANA COUNTY . 

.; 

" .; .; - ~ 

Townships. iii " ~ .; .; ·c 
." ::, • ~ .; c .. " "3 c ~ ·c E 0 -::E '> c " • 0 

'" U p.. .... 

Center ... ... . . . . . • .. • . ... • . .. .. . .. . ... . ............. . .... . 
Elkrun ... . .. . .. .. . • .... . . .. . .... ..... . . ..... 2 ... . . •. ........... 
Middleton .. . . .. ........ .. ..... . . . . . ... .. ......... .. .......... . 
Wayne ... ... . ... . . ........ . ..... . .... . . .... . . . ... .. .... . 
Yellow Creek .. .... •• . ..•• , ..... . ..... . ...... . .. . .. . . 
St. Qair .. . .... .. . .. ............. . . . . .. . . . . . . I . .... . , . ....... . . . 
Liverpool ... . ... .. .. . ... . ................... . ......... . 

Totals .....• .. . . •. . . . . ....... 2 3 , I 2 9 

• 
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COSHOCTON COUNTY. 

Few counties present a more typical record of aboriginal life 
than Coshocton. While for the most part the topography is 
rugged, the broad and fertile valleys of the Muskingum, Walhond­
ing and Tuscarawas furnished ideal territory for the county's first 
inhabitants. Scattered along these streams, on either side and for 
their entire distance within the county, are numerous evidences 
of a prosperous occupation, evidenced by many mounds, village 
si tes, enclosures, etc. 

An important feature of the archeology of Coshocton county 
is the flint quarries from which material was obtained for the 
manufacture of chipped flint implements. These quarries are 
located in Jefferson and New Castle towDships, on both sides of 
the Walhonding river. The deposits of flint arc the northeastern 
extension of the immense formation known as Flint Ridge, in 
Licking and lIfuskingum counties. 

P erhaps no othol' spot in OhiQ was of more importance as a 
center for aboriginal tl'ails than the forks of the Muskiugum. Va­
rious t rails centered here, from whence they extended in prac­
tically every direction. Thel'o were many aboriginal villages 
located hore when white traders and missionaries came into the 
Muskingum valley from the east. 

COS HOC'I'OX coux·ry. 

,,; 
,,; ~ 

Towll ships. " Vi ,,; " " S .2 II 
.§ u :2 
~ ~ :> 

Tiverton ... .. . ....•....... 2 2 1 ..... j ........... J~~~ 
New Castle ......... .... .. . 16 3 2. . . . . . .... . . 2 
Perry .. ........ • . ......... . ......... . 
Pike. . ..... . .... ... ....... . .. . ....... . 
Washington . . ......................... ..... . 
Jefferson .. . . .... . ......... 5 2 
Bedford . .... ... . . . • ... . .. . .... .. . ... . ...... 
Clark ..... ...... • .•...... . ...... 
Monroe . ... ..... •...... .. ................... 
Bethlehem ........ . •. . .... 8 2 
Jackson ........... . .. . . . . . 
Keene ............•....... 3 2 

2 

5 
2 

I 

3 

3 

Tuscarawas ....... . ....... 13 2 2 . ...... .. . . ............ . 
F ranklin ....... ..• • .. . • ... 2 •.• .. •• .•.•• 2 

White Eyes ... ..... . ......... .. . 
Lafayette . .. .........•. .. 4 4 ..... '~I .............. . 

6~:~~d ·:: .... :·· .. : .. :: .. : : : ::··1-6-=:~·-:-' - ~9··· .. ~ .... ; ··· 5···"9:" 
Totals ..... . • ..... . 

The Johnson " found, " 'alhonding, Ohio. 
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CR,A WFORD COUN'fY, 

'rhe greater part of the comparatively few earthworks of 
Crawford county are confined to the southern portion. Like many 
of the level counties of the state, its territory, prior to settlement 
and drainage was not well suited to permanent occupation, and 
consequently the population for the most part was a shifting 0 1' 

temporary one. 
Of the three enclosures known in the county, onc is in Auburn, 

one in Holmes and the third in Polk township. A branch trail, 
leading from the Scioto trail to the Mahoning trail, crossed Craw­
ford county from southwest to northeast. 

eRA WFORD COUNTY. 

• • u 

Townships. 
u J3 • " , • ." B 

u • c " .. , 
u !'l ·c ~ 0 c c - ;;: .-. "' '" '" 

Lykens .......• . .. . • . . ...... • .. . ........ ...... ..... . I 

Chatfield ......... _.. . . . . •. . . • • . . . . . . . .. ...... . . . . . • . .......... . 
Auburn ........•.... • ....•....•.............. I .....•............ 

Vernon ...... . ... . ...... . ......................... . ..... . 
Todd .. . .... ..• • . • ..... . ..•..•.. . . .. ... 2 . . .......... 1" ...... " .. 
Hoimes .. .. . . .. . ..... . . . ... . .... .. . ... . 2 I ...... I . .... . 

Liberty ..........•... . • ....•....•...... . ............ .. ........ . 
Bucyrus ........•..•. •... ....•...... ... 3 .. . ............... . .... . 
Dallas ......... . ... . . .. . . . ... ........ .. . .... ....... ..... ...... . 
Whetslone .........•................ . .. . .......... . 
ruk ... .......... , .. , ..... .. ........ . 

T otals ....... .. ... . . . ....... .. ..... -1-1 ---3-1--2---3-~-
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY. 

Cuyahoga is the most interesting of tllC nodhern tiel' of 
counties in point of prehistoric remains. The yalleys of the Cuya­
hoga, Chagrin and Rocky rivers present an inte l'esting study of 
aboriginal r emains, particularly of mounds and enclosures. At 
least half a dozen mounds and ODC enclosure existed upon the 
present site of the city of Cleveland. 

r.J~h e " Il1Clcpendence Slab, n a sculp tUl'cd rock neal' the yjJlage 
of Independence, is among the more interesting of the Ohio petl'o­
glypbs. The characters cut on tills r ock, wItie}) is of silicious 
sandstone, are in the form of the footprints of human beings and 
anjmals and of serpents and unknown symbols. 

rr hel'c ar e foul' enclosures on the Cuyahoga r iver and ono on 
B ig Creek. 

The t rails which traver sed Cuyahoga county indicate the 
impor tance of the territory, one leading f rom the mouth of the 
Cuyahoga southward to the mouth of the :Arl uskingtun , and the 
traiJ f rom the Mahoning river , passing westward toward San­
dusky bay. 

CU YAHOGA COUN1'Y. 

.; 
.; .; ~ 

Townships. " Vi -a 
" .; 
" f ~ • " • • c .9 " .. 

~ 0 " ." 0 v ;; - " .- " ~ OJ > '" 0. f-< 

Dover . . .. . . . ... . . ... . . . .. 5 . .. ... ... . ....... . ..... . .. . . , . 
Ohnsted .... . •.. . , . . . . 4 • . . . . . . .. , . . .. . ... , . ', .. 
JI,<f iddleburg . ..... . • . . . .. . . . . . .. .. ' . . . . .. .. . • . 2 . . . . .. . ... .. ' • . . , . 
Brooklyn . .. . .. .... . .. . . .. • ..... . . ...• .. , . ... , . .. . ' • . . . . 
Panna ... ..... . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . .. .. .. .. ,. . .... .. . . . . ... . ' I . • .. . . 

r ndepclldence . ..... •... . . . .... . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . I 

Newburg . . . .. ... . . • ... . . .... . 9 3· . . . .. .. . . . . ... , . .... . . . 
Bedford .. ...... . . .... .. . 3 .. . ... ... • ... . . . . . . . . .•... .. . . 
M ayfield ,...... ... . .... ..... . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . .... .. , , ... . .... . 
Orange .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . . .. . . . . . . . . 
Chagrin Falls .... , .... . . .. . ... . 2 . .... .. .. . . . . , .. . , 

Totals . . . . , .. ... . . . 3° 6 3 2 

ANCIENT WORK 
Cu)'o hara Cavnll'" OhIo . 

SC-A ... " 

J( 

~ ~~\\ 
~c~ " 41 

00 Q 

The "Independence Slab." 
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, DARKE COUNTY. 

Darke county, like others of similar topography, is rather 
sparse in number of prehistoric remains. However, it contains 
011e known enclosure in northern Greenville township, six mounds 
and a number of village sites and bur ia.ls. 'r he evidences of the 
use of the territory as hunting ground and as temporary habita­
tion, are very abundant, many fine specimens of aboriginal hand i­
work in stone and flint having been found. 

The important trail from the lower Scioto to the headwaters 
of the Maumee, probably crossed northeastern Darke county and 
it i s likely that the old trail which later hecame the Hamilton and 
Eaton road, passed northward into the county and to a junction 
with the northwestern trail. 

DARKE COUNTY. 

,,; 

ri • ~ 
Townships. ,,; " iii 

" ~ 
~ 

~ • ,,; 

" " " ." -" 'jj 
0 

::E " >= <il 0 

"' .... 

Mississiniwa .... . .... . . . . • . .. . ... . . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . 
Washington . . ... . •. . • . . . . • .. . . . I 

I 
I ) .. .... 

German ... . ..... . . • . . .• . . • .. . . . . . . . .. ... . ...... 2 3 
H arrison ... . ...... • ... . • . ... . .. • ...... . 
Allen ........ . ......... . .. ... .... . . •. .. I 

Brown ..... . ... . . . .. . . . ..... . . . ... . ... ............. . . . 
Green ville .....•. • .... • . ... . . • ... . •.... . 2 I 2 
i'lleave ............ . ....•.... . . ... . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Wabash .......•.... • ..... . . • . . . . •. . . . ... . . . .. . 2 
Richland .. . ... . ...... .. . •.. • .. .. • ... ... . . . ........ 
Wayne .... ....•.• . • .. .. . . • . . .. . . .• • . ..... . . . 2 
Adalns ......•...• • ... . •....•... . . ... . .. ...... . ......... . . 
Franklin .... . ....•. . . . .. . .. .. • . . ..... . . . .. .. .. . ...... 2 

Totals . . . . .. . .... . ........ . . .... . . . /6--, -I-- '3-1--'S-j--3-S-
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DEFIANCE COUNTY. 

The juncture of the Auglaize with the :Maumce river, in De­
fiance county, was an important aboriginal point. It was here 
that the trail leading north from the Miami and Scioto trails, met 
the Maumee river, and became a water highway down the Maumee 
to Lake Erie. 

Numerous indications of habitation are f01md at this meet­
ing point of trail and stream. Village and camp sites abound and 
burials and a fe\v mounds have been noted. Several Indian vil­
lages were found here by the first white adventurers. 

The topography of the county as a whole, was not conducive 
to permanent settlement and excepting the section mentioned, it 
contains but few earthworks. 

DEFIANCE COUN'!'Y. 

Townsh ips . .,; .., 
0 , 
0 
;g 

Tiffin ..........•....... . .....•..... • . . . ..... 
Adams ................ . .. • .... . .... • ......... I 

.,; 
• -iii 
j 
~ 

N~k... .. .. ...... 2 
Richland ..... . . .. . . . •. . .. • .• • • . . . .. . . .............. 
Highland .. . ............. .... . . . . ................. . 
Defiance ............ . ......... • .... . ......... 2 4 

Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 8 

.,; .,; 

·2 jj , 0 

'" f-< 

2 

4 
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DEFIANCE COUNTY • "'-\}f, -. 
S cal e. one Inch equa ls three miles 
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DELAWARE COUNTY. 

A total of 75 earthworks have been located in Delaware county. 
'11he county having foul' important streams rllnning from north 
to south was well adapted to primitive habitation. The earth­
works of the county arc generally distributed throughout these 
four principal valleys. There arc six of the enclosure type­
thl'ce in the Olen tangy valley, two on Big Walnut creek and ODC 

at the bead\vatel's of Alum creek. 
'i'he imp0l'tant tl'ail fl'om Sandusky bay to the mouth of the 

Scioto passed through Delaware county, its course generally fol­
lowing the highlands between the two rivers. 

The numerous interesting relics, several large collections of 
which have been made, show that Delaware county was a favorite 
locality of the aboriginal inhabitants. 

DELAWARE COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Thompson ... ... , 
Radnor . .. . ... " . .. , . 
Marlboro 
Oxford . . 
Scioto. . . . . . . . . , .. , . , . 
Troy.... . . . . .. . . , . .. . •. .. . 
Brown. . . . . . . . . . .. . , ... . 

..; 
~ 

" .2 
'" 

4 

, 
4 
5 

..; 
..; .. ..; e iii .~ 
" .; • ::, v 

" --3 E !l ." c ;; " v 

'" '" u 

I 
............ 3.'1 
·.·.··.··.· .•.• 1·.·.·.'.·.· .· · .. I I , ....... .... 1 

.; 
;; 
0 

f-< 

Kingston .... . ..... , .... .... . .... 1 

Porter . . . , .... . .... . . . . 3 
7 
9 

.. .... 1 •••• •• ::::: 
Concord .. . , . . . . • , . .. . ... 1 
Liberty ..... . ... . . , . . . . .. . 
Berlin ............ . . . . . , ... . 
Orange .. .. . . .. . ...... . 
Berkshire ..... , , . .. , . . . . , . .. . ... . 
Genoa ..... . .. , .. . , . . . 
Harlem ............ , .... . .. . 

J 
J 

. . . . .. . I 
2 ..... • . 

, 
5 ..... . .. . ..... . 

Totals ..... . . , . , . . . . . .. . 
- 6-, - --6- ,--, - --4----'-

75 

I 
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ERIE COUNTY. , 

Erie county was of far greater importance in aboriginal times 
than is indicated by the earthworks left within its tel'l'itory. This 
is due ill great part to the fact that its iIQportance lay not so much 
in the way of a p'cl'manent dwelling place, as in its strategic and 
economical position. With its entire northern line bordering 
Lake E rie and :padicularly the wah::rs of Sandusky bay, it shared 
the importance of Sandusky, Cuyahoga and other counties 
similarly located. 

'J.1be advantages to primitive inhabitants of such a body of 
water wore vcry great. Fresh water alone was ODC of their first 
requisites, wh.ile fishing, transportation and travel were other 
paramount attractions. Many impo~'tant trails led into this sec­
tion of Ohio, including the trail following the lake sbore, so that 
the territory must have been one of great activity in aboriginal 
times, 

, Erie has a total of 33 recorded earthworks, including an en­
closure and one flint quarry, from which material for chipped 
arrow and spear points, knives, etc., was obtained . 

ERIE COUNTY. 

.; 

Townships. 

.; .~ 
~ .; " Vi .~ " " 1:. ,,; • 0< .; 
,g .~ ~ - '5 .= ;; " • 0: 

0 
CO U f-< 

" 
" 

~ 

" ~ ~ = 0 
g u 

0 
~ ,"' 

2 Margaretta ,.,. . . • • . . . . . 2 

Groton....... .......... . .. ...... ..... . ...... 1 •••.. •• .•.•• • ....• 

Perkins .................. 3 8 
Oxford ........... . .. ... .. .. .... .. ... , .. ...... 3 ........... . ..... . 
Huron........... . ..... . . 5. .. ... ...... 2 ........... . 

:r..1ilan ............ ..... . .. 2 .... . . ....... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
r-_~ __ I ___ - . 

Totals .. .. . ........... '1 12 1 1 2 16 I 1 1 33 

. . 
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FAIRFIELD COUNTY. 

Fairfield county, with the exception of the northern tier of 
townships, which are sparse in remains, is among the richest of the 
counties of Ohio with respect to number of mounds and other 
works. A total of 143 of the various classes is recorded, including 
two flint quarries and 14 enclosures. 

The most important enclosure of the county is that located 
on the Hocking river in Greenfield township and consisting of a 
combination of the square and the circle. Mounds and other works 
are particularly numerous in the eastcl;.D and the extreme south-
western portions of the county. ' 

• Several important trails centered in Fairfield county in the 
vicinity of the pl'esent city of Lancaster and a number of Indian 
towns were located in this rustl'ict and along the Hocking river. 
The northern and the northeastern portions Of\ the county, in the 
vicinity of Buckeye lake were not well adapted to \primitive popu­
lation, the country before it was cleared baving bee~of a swampy 
nature. However, from the many relics found it is sh~ that the 
prebjstoric inhabitants visited those sections frequentl\for the 
purpose of hunting. 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Violet . ... . ......... . .... • .... . . 4 
Bloonl ........... . ....... • ....... 14 
Anlanda ............. . _.......... . 12 
Gear Creek . ............. • ....... 23 
Liberty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. 1 
Greenfield . ..... . .... . . ' .... . ..... . 
Hocking... ... ......... . .. . ...... 12 
Madison......................... 3 
Walnut.......................... 1 
Pleasant. . ... . .. . . . . ........ 6 

· f 

1 . . . . . , . . . . .. . .... . 

3 .......... ~ ..... . ..... . 
2 2 .... j ••••••• • •••••• 

':l 1 
.....•...... .. J .. . ......•..... 

2 
2 

2 
..... . • ... •.............•..•.. 

Berne ..... ... . . . .... . .. ...... 9 .......... ~ ............ . 
Richland...... .... ... . ........... 17 3 i 2 .... " . .... . 
Rush Creek ...................... 9 1 2 ......... . . . 

1-'- +--1_· ---
Totals .............. . •....... 112 14 8 7 2 143 

, 
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FAYETTE COUNTY. 

The valleys of Paint creek and Deer creek and theil: tribu­
taries in Fayette county, show considerable evidence of pre­
historic population, both in earthworks and in minor artifacts 
found scattered through the soil and on the surface . . Only three 
of the enclosure class have been recorded, two in Paint township 
and one in Madison. 

Mounds are fairly abundant and burials are found through­
out the country wherever excavations are made in removing gravel 
or for other purposes. Several of the stone grave type of burials 
have been r eported in the Paint creek valley, similar to those fre­
quently found in southern Ohio. 

One of the largest mounds in the county is that near Pleasant 
View in Jefferson township. This mound is located in a modern 
cemetery and after having served as a memorial to the dead of its 
builders now answers as a last resting place for their successors. 

FAYE'l'TE COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Jefferson ...... . .... . . . .. ... . . .. . . 1 
Paint ....... .. .. . .. . . . . . . . 
M'adison ..... . .•.... . . 
Jasper ............ .. ... . . • .. 

..; 

'" 0 

" 0 

~ 

5 
4 
4 

..; 
v 
" " • 

-B 
" "' 
2 

..; ..; 
v 

~ > 
in • " 

'" " v ..; 

" • v ii ~ ·c 0 

" 
0 0 :> '" Vi f--

6 

Union ....... . ... ... . . . .. . . .... . .)...... .. 7······ . .. . . . 

~~~~~~d '::::::: :: : : :: : : :: : :: : : : :: ~ :::::: ::.... ~ ::::::1::::: : 
Wayne .. . ..... ' .. . . . . . . . . .. 9 . . . ... . . . 18 2 • .... • 

g~~~ .......... .-....... .. ..... . .. .. ... ~ ::·:::::::::~l · ::·:~ 
. ..p-- 3 I I 47 /' 9S Totals ......... . . . . . . 

-
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FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

The valley of the OJentangy and those of the Scioto and its 
branches, in Franklin county, present numerous examples of pre­
historic earthworks. Mounds arc very numerous, particularly 
along the Scioto in the southern llalf of the county, while thero 
arc a number of enclosures, village sites, burials, etc. A total of 
186 works have been recorded in the county. Among the morc in­
teresting of the enclosures arc those along the Scioto and 01en­
tangy rivers in P ony and Sharon townships. 

ScYcl'al mounds originally stood on the site of Columbus and 
numerous burials have been unearthed in excavations incident to 
the progress of the city. The trails connecting the Lake Erie 
country with the Ohio r iver passed neal' the site of Columbus, and 
several Indian towns were located neal' the junction of the Scioto 
and Olentangy rivers. 

FRA NKLJ).T COUNTY. 

vVashi ngton 
Brown . .. 
Prairie .. 

Townships. 

Franklin ..... .... . 
Pleasant ... ... . . . • . . . •. . .. . . . 
J ackson ..... . . 
Perry .. ' 
Sharon .. 
Clinton .. . 
Blcndon ....... , . 
Plain .. 
l\fiffiin ....... .... •. ... . . 
Jcfferson ... • . •. ..... .. . 
~Iarion .......... . . 
Truro. ... . ................... . 
Hamilton 
Mad ison 

, 
2 
2 

5 

" , 
7 
2 

5 
5 

'4 
6 

25 
8 

.,; 

" " 0 

~ 
[il 

, 
6 
5 , 
3 

7 
2 

Total ........................ '32 I ~ I 

.,; 
~ 
iii 

i 
:> 

2 

6 

.; 
;; 
·c 
6 
--

, , 
3 

6 

5 

, 
2 

20 

ri .,; 

ii !i 
" 0 

U f-

ANCIENT WORK 
FraIM/in Cou"", ChiD. 

," ... ~c 

'I , ., \ ',. 

Earthworks uear \Vorthington. 

c . ·t/ . / '. 

Group of Enclosures near Dublin. 
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FUL'l'ON COUN'l'Y. 

Fulton county contains mo1'C prehistoric works tilan any 
other of tho northwestern Ohio counties. Altho it has few large 
streams, the topography is such that the county is comparatively 
well drained, the moaD elcYatioll being greater than that of ad­
jacent counties. On the broad level tablelands of the central POl'­

tions of tho county pl'chistOl'ic remains arc f airly abundant, 
pal'ticularly in Pike and Ohesterfield township. 

In Pike township, on the headwaters of Bad creek, thero arc 
.1 2 mounds, which practically f01'111 a group. 'rhe county has six 
I'ecorded enclosures and 45 mounds, the total recorded earthworks 
bciug 64. 

PUL'l'ON COUN'l'Y . 

00 

Townships. 
00 £ 
" u; • m , 

." .g g'., " 00 0 ., Ji g ,g • 
);i <ii "g 0 

> .... 

Gorham . ...... . ....... . . . 2 

Frankl in ...... . . . . . .. . . . 6 3 
GCf1113n ..•.•. • . • • . • • • • .• • . • . . 2 
Chesterfield . . . . .... . . . . . . 6 3 .... ... . 
Dover. . . ..... . . 
Clinton ... . • . . 4 3 
Pike . ... . .. . . . . . 23 " 2 

Fulton' ............ . . . . . 
Swan Creek ....... . .. . 

Totals . .......... . . 

f 
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GALLIA COUNTY. 

Topographically, Gallia county is too rugged to afford attrac­
tive conditions for aboriginal occupation of a settled 01' permanent 
character. With the exception of the townsbi ps borderillg on the 
Ohio river, the evidence indicates only temporal'Y occupation and 
consequently few earthworks. One mound <llJd a village site arc 
recorded in Raccoon township; one mound at Mills, Springfield 
township, and a mound and a rock shelter in Cheshire township. 
With these exception the works lie neal' the Ohio River. 

The most important group of works is located in Ohio town­
ship, adjacent to the river. This group consists of six mounds 
and four enclosures. An important aboriginal trail crossed 
Gallia .county, coming from the Scioto trail in Pickaway county, 
and crossing into West Vhginia. 

GALLIA COUNTY. 

Townships. .; 
~ 

" ;: -~ 
Raccoon ....... • ....•.... • .. ... .. 1 
Cheshire. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . ( 
Addison ............ . • . . •....• •• . . .... 
Clay ............... •• .... . ... . ... 
Gallipolis ....................... . 
Springfield . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . ( 
Ohio...... . .. . . .•.. . . • . .. . . . . .. . 6 

T otals ...................... . " 

• 

.; " .'l • .; .;; • iii " ~ 

" V> 
.9 • • .; 

,W ;; 
~ jj u ." g 

" '> &i 0 

"' 0: r 

2 

4 . . .... . ........... . 
1-'-1---1------

4 3 2 
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GALLIA COU NTY 
Scale, one Inch equals three miles 
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GEAUGA COUNTY, 

Geauga county, 50 far as investigation has disclosed, is very 
sparse in prehistoric remains. Those which have come to light 
arc confined to the southern portions of the county, and consist of 
two mounds, onc cemetery and four burials. 

Parkman township has one mound, one cemetery and a burial, 
Russell towDsllip ODC mound, and Bainbridge, ~ubul'n alld ']~l'oy 

each a burial. 
The rough surface of the county, which, topographically, is 

more rugged than any other northeastern Ohio county, apparently 
was not conducive to permanent aboriginal settlement, and its 
prehistoric population doubtless was of a transient or periodic 
nature. 

GEAUOA COUNTY. 

.,; 
Townships. • .,; 

" '" '0 • .,; c " 
~ , '" E ii 2 , 
d 0 

~ '" .... 

Parlrnlall ... . . . . . . . . . . .. • . .. 
Russell . . . .... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . ....... • . . ... . ... 
Bainbridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . I • 

Auburn . ....... ... . . • • .. • . . . ... • . ...... . I 1':': "1:':: 
Troy ... .. ..... . . . .... . .. .. .. . . . . . . .. .. ... I .... •. .... 

Totals . . ... . .. . .. . .. . . ... . . . .... . . . . . .... . --'---4-1--' -1--;-

• 
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GREEN 8 COUN'r y. 

'rho principal earthwork of Greene county is an enclosuJ'e lo­
cated ncar Cedal'ym e, on the South Fork of Massie's eJ°cok. 'r his 
\\'01'k consists of a double line of parallel embankments, with gate­
ways at intet'Vals, each of which was supplied with a small stone 
mound, set midway between the embankments. These embank­
ments, together with the natura l cliff present on the cast of the 
works, and the crock on the north, rendered the area thus enclosed 
vcry difficult of approach, and the w Ol'k is regarded as typical 
of the so-called fortifications 0 1' ln ih tal'Y defenses. 

Several minor cnc losUl'cs al'c found in centra l Greene county, 
and mOUllds arc quite lllmlCl'Qtl S, particularly in the southwestern 
portion. 

A totaJ of 84 ea rthwor ks of tbe variolls classes are l'ecol'ded 
in toe county. 

GREEN J~ COUNT Y. 

'1'owllships. 

Bath ............. ... . . .. • . . . ... .. ... . . . 
Beaver Creek ..... , • • , . .•• . .. . • .. . .... . . 
Sugar Creek. . . . . • . ... . ....•.. . . 
Spring. Valley ........... .. .. . .......... . 
r.,liruni ...........• . • . ...•.. • .... . ...... 
Cedarville ........ . .. . • • . • .. . . . . •...... . 
Xenia . . ............. . ....•....•........ 
:i'1cw Jasper ....... • ....•................ 
Caesars Creek ..... . • .... • ..... . . . ...... 

.; 
? 
g -~ 
5 , 

'2 

' 5 
4 
8 

2 
2 

.; 
~ 

~ 
~ 

'" 

4 
3 

.; 

" in 
0 
0.0 

"' .-
> 

, 

.!!l 

" ·0 

0: 

4 
2 

3 
3 

.; 

" 0 

'"' 

Totals . ...... . ... • . ..... . .... • ...... -6-' ---8- --2-1-'-3-1~ 

;J3 0 FelT 
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GUERNSEY COUN'r y . 

Guerllsey county, with jts r ugged topography, its few streams 
and nanow valleys did not offer vcry favorable conditions for 
aboriginal settlement and therefore is sparse in number of ear th­
works. Eleven mounds have been recorded in the county, besides 
an encloslU'c, a cemetery and a village site. :Moul'oe towllShip 
leads with SL.\: mounds, ~Wlwood bas tbl'ce, and Liberty one. 
Despite the l'elati ve scarcity of earthworks, lllallY fine archae­
ological specimens of flint, stone and otheJ' materials have been 
found in the county, showing at least it temporary 0 1' transient 
occupation of considerable import.ance. 

GUERNSEY COUNTY. 

.,; 
.,; " .,; 

T ownships. " ~ .~ ,; " 
~ ~ " " .,; 
§ " -" ~ " !l E a c 

" W ;;: <3 f-< 

Liberty. . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . I ! 
11onroe ........... . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . 7 ... ....... ... ••.. . ..... 
\·Vashingtoll . . . . . . . •• . . . • . . . . . .• . . . .. • . .. ...... I ..... . ' ....... . . .. . 
Oxford.............. .. ................. ..... . ..... . I / """ """ 
~fillwood . ................. ...... . ...... 3 ........... . .. ...... , .. . 

Totals · .. ·· • • ·· • • ····· •• · · · • . . ··· .. ·-,-,---'---'-1--'-1-'-4-
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HAMILTON COUNTY. 

,:rws county occupying the extreme southwestern cornel' of 
Ohio is one of the richest arcbeologicaUy in the state. Upwards 
of 200 earthworks of the various types have been noted, pri.n­
cipally in the valley of the Little :M:iami, in Columbia, Spencer 
and Anderson townships. 

One of the most interesting of the enclosul'es is that located 
on the south side of the Little Miami, in anderson township, ncar 
the easteJ' n botmdary of the cOlmty. 'This complex enclOSU1'C con­
sists of a combination of circles, parallel lines, etc., with numerous 
mounds within and contiguous to the ri 1'o]08. The larger of the 
two pl'incipal circles alone contains 11 lllOUJ3ds within its walls. 
Another important enclosure is that situated ill :Miami towuship 
on the east bank of the :M:iami river. It is somewhat irregularly 
triangular in shape, with seYcral mounds and a village site nearby. 

'rhC' ~itc of the city of Cincinnati was once practic::l]Jy covered 
with aborig.inal e31'thworks. Neal' the center of the city there 
existcd an elliptical enclosure, while three others of lesser pro­
portions, besides several mounds, a village site and bUl'ials were 
to be seen wben the neighborhood was first settled. 

One of the most remarkable of prehistoric village sites is 
that located ncar :Madisonville, in Columbia township. This site 
is located on the terrace overlooking the Little :Miami river to 
tIle sontheast, and has yielded a great quantity of material illus­
trative of the life of its aboriginal inhabitants. 

HA::'IIU.'l'ON COUN'rx. 

Townships. 

Whitewater . ....... . . . .....•. . . .... . .... 
:\Iiami .......... ... . ... .... . .... 1 
Colerain ............... • .......... . . 
Green.. . ..... ........... .. 

~;~~~gfi~i~[ . : : : : : : .. : : : : : . . . ...... .. : : : I 
Mill Creek inchuling Cincinnati ........ . 
Sycamore ....................... ' 
SymlTIes ...........................•.... 
Columbia . . .................. . .... . 
Spencer ..............•....... . .•.... . .. 
Anderson .........•... • .... •. ...• . ...... 

.,; 
,; ~ 

" iii " 0 

" .!a .,; .9 '" • ~ 0 ;j .;: 

" :;: ~ '" f-< 

3 \·1· ···· ····· ·· 10 2 2 1 

4 ' I····· · ........... . 
J 
6 

28 
8 

6, 

4 

5 

2 
2 

10 
4 
8 

Tota ls .... . •.. . . • . . . . .• ............ '32 20 '7 r7 r86 

FORTIFIED HILL 
Harm/ton COunTy. Ohio. 

{SCAL E 

Walls and Gateway- Miami Fort. 
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HANCOCK COUN~'Y. 

H ancock county, so far as is known, contains two enclosures, 
4 mounds, 3 village sites and six burials. One enclosUl'e is situated 
jJl B lanchard townsh ip and the othe l' ncar J enera, in "Van Buren 
township. There 3rc two mounds in Union, one in Pleasant and 
one in Albert township. 

The surface of H ancock couuty, being rather low and very 
lcye1, was not particularly well suited to permanent aboriginal 
settlement, altho the great number of small objects found on the 
surface indjcate an extensive periodic or transient occupation of 
its territory. 

HANCOCK COUN'fY. 

TOWllships. 

P leasant ...... . . . . . • . .. . .• .. . .... . . .. . . 
A.llen ........ . . . .......... . . .....•. • .. 
Blanchard ....... . ... . , ....• . . . . , . . . . , .. 
Marion ..... ... , . . .. . ............ . .. . . . 
Union ......... , . .. . , .. . ... , . ..•. .. 

.,; 
~ 

§ 
~ 
~ 

, 
Van Buren... . .. . .. . .. . . .•. .. • .... . 
Delaware ...... , .......... . , .... . ..... . 

.,; 
.; • 
• ~ " " ~ • 

" "U "" c 

1 :> w W"E ~ 
" -" 0 OJ r 

I I 
.. ........ ; \ 

3 
2 
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HARDIN COUN'l'Y. 

Atho sLaTing the d istinction of the bOl-dcring county, Han­
cock, of being the 1m'clost two counties of the state, Hardin county 
presents decidedly morc eYidence of prehistoric activity. This 
is due porhaps to the county's mo1'C strategic position on the 
watershed, as a portage between the Scioto and Afi umj, and the 
streams l'lllllling into Lake Erie and to the somewhat higher eleva­
tion of its surface. 

A total of 44 sites buxc becu noted in the county, including 
two enclosures, 20 mounds, and 20 bul'ials. 'rho county is 1'0-

mal'kable for the hlttOl', as in almost evory gravel bed thCl'C arc 
found burials. 

rrhcl'c is a group of four mounds neal' Forest in J ackson 
township, while the remaining sites m'o scattered generally 
throughout the county with the exception of the extreme nOl'th­
,\'estern portion wllich is l'i1thcl' spm'se in r emains. Goshen and 
D udley townships each have one enclosure. 

HARDIN COUN'fY. 

Townsllips. 

, 

\ 'Vashington .. . . . . ... . . . .• . ... 
Jackson ...... . •...•.... 
Cessna...... . .............. . 
Pleasant. . . . . . . . •.........•... 
Goshen .......... , ....... . .... .. . 
Roundhead ...... . .... ... • . ...... . 

I 
.,; 
~ 
0 

~ 
~ 

4 
3 

.,; 
.,; 0 

Ji .,; e .~ 
0 .,; 
~ '" 

• ,,; ;; 

~ 1l " ·c B 
~ :; 

'" 
0 

U f-< 

1 

•••••••••••• 1 ••••••• 
5 . .... ....... .......... .. 

t~~OI~~I.d.......... ..::::: :: ... ~ .. :::: :: :::::: z ·.·1· .. · .. 
Buck ......... .. . ... . : .. ........... ..... ; . . ·.·. ·. ·. · .. ·1·.·. ·. · . .... 1 ~r ::1:: :::: 
Taylor Creck . . . . . . . . . ' 1. • .. • 

~~~:"IS ••• ··· ..•..••..•••• \-d+~I~I-~h~l~ 
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HARRISON OOUNTY. 

The few earthworks found in Harrison county are located in 
the northwestern portion, on Conotton and Little Stillwater 
creeks. They consist of two mounds, a stone grave and a burial 
in Monroe township; a village site in Franklin and a village site 
in Washington. The county generally is very rough with few 
large streams or wide valleys. 

An important aboriginal trail, leading from the Ohio river 
near Steubenville, to the Muskingum at Wills town, crossed Har­
rison county. 

HARRISON COUNTY. 

.; .; 
~ " > 

Townsh ips. Ui e .; .,; '-' ~ to .; c " " fi g !J ·c " , 0 0 

" c:- Ui ~ '" r 

Monroe......... . . . . ............. 2 I .... . 
Franklin ....... . .. ... .. . .. . . . . .... . . . . . I • . ....... . . . . .. ... 

Washington ...... " . . • . ... . . . . . .. . ........... 'I I . . ............ . .. . 

Totals ...... . •.. '" . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 I I 6 
I I 
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HENRY COUN'l'Y. 

Henry county has the distinction of being the only county in 
the state which, so far as can be learned, has no mounds Or othel' 
earthwOl'ks proper. The only evidences of aboriginal occupation 
of the county which have come to light, aside from minor arti­
facts found on the surface, arc two burials, located on the Maumee 
river, near Napoleon. 

HENRY COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Napoleon ... . . . . . . '. . . . . . . . . . L--=-
Totals 2 
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HIGHLAND COUNTY. 

One of the most interesting of the so-called "Hill-top Forti­
fications" in the state, is that situated on Baker's Fork of Brush 
Creek, in the southeastern portion of Highland county. This 
great enclosure, which is lrnown as "Fort Hill" lies but a few 
miles north of the famous Serpcnt Mound of Adams county, like­
wise located on Brush creek. 

Fort Hill was constructed by raising a wall of stone and earth 
around the brink of the hill on which it is located, thus enclo~ing 
an area of 35 acres, elevated about 500 feet above the bed of the 
stream. The wall at the present time, averages from six to ten 
feet in height. 

Another interesting enclosure is that located in the southerll 
portion of Concord township, consisting of a combination of a 
square and crescent. rrhe county has a total of 61 recorded earth­
works. 

HIGHI .. AND COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Fairfield............. . .. . .. . ...... . . 4 ... . j . .. .... .. 
Madison ....... ............ . .. .. . 2 : : :: .... . : ... . .... :: 
Union....... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .... . ... . . . . . .... .. ... .... . 
Liberty . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 I..... . ...... . . . . . . 
Paint.............. . .... .. . . . . 8 . .. .. . . .. ..... 1 . .... . 
Dodson .......... · ·· · ··. · .. . . · . . . ... . .. . 1 4 .. . . . ..... . . . .... . 
Salem ..... . .... . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . ...... 1 7 I ............ I .. 
Newmarket . . ... . . . . .. . .... .. ........... 2 .. . ..... .. .... .. .. . 

Washington... .. . . . ... . . ......... ... . .......... .. .... . . .... . 
MarshalI ............ . .. • . . ... . . . . ...... ... 2 ......... . ..... . 
Clay ........... •. . . • . . • . .. . • . . . . ...... I ...•.• ::"'1 ' I .... .. 
White Oak........... . .. . .............. 4 I I. . . . ..... .. ... . 
Concord..................... .... . . 4 5 ...... 1 ..... . 1 . .. . . 

Jackson............ . ........ . .. . .. ..... I I J .... "I .... " 
Brush .......... .. . . . .... . . . . . . ......... 4 2 r ........... . 

----- -----
Totals.. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . • .. .. .. . .. .. 45 13 2 I I 61 
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HOOKING OOUN'L'Y. 

One of the interesting arcbeological sites of Hocking county, 
is that known as Ash Cavo, in Benton township. This cave is 
one of the morc important of tho few found in Ohio wbicb show 
indications of lise b~' ahorigines fo!' shelter purposes.. It is more 
in the nature of a large depl'ession W01'11 into the sandstone bluff 
by the elements and could hardly be considered as a cave proper; 
nevertheless it appears to have furnished satisfactory shelter for 
the aborigines for a considerable period of time, judging from the 
great deposits of ashes, from which the cave takes its name. These 
ashes have rieldcd considel'a ble evidence bearing upon the source 
of food supplies and the manner of lidng of tile occupants. 

r:rhe three enclosures of the count~' arc located in Salt creek 
township. rJ'bere arc scattering mounds throughout the county, 
particu1arly in the southern portion. 

ROCKING COUXTY. 

Townships. 

Salt Creck ............ . 
Perry. . . . ... .• •. . 
Good Hope ........ . 
Benton .............. . 
~[ariOIl ... . ..... . 
Falls ........... . . . ... . .. . ' ...... . 
Washington ...... . ........ . ..... . 
Green .............. . . . 
Star r ........... . • . .... . .. ... .... 

Total s ................. . 

,; 
~ 

" .£ 
~ 

3 
2 

4 
3 
3 

'7 

,; 
,; " ,; .~ ,; ~ 

" '" 
0 .. 

" ·c ~ 

" 0 0 '" • " ~ 
• .Q 

"" "5 "ii u 
0 .- 0 0 0 

>.:..l > U '" r 

3 ,· ·····I ······~· . . . . .. .. .... ... ... ... . . . I· . . . . . 
. ...... , ..... ·1· .......... . 
·: 1 ::::::::: 

2 
--1--,------

3 I 3 2 26 

PI.a.t.A 

SecUOn . .o. 

b 

Section .. C. 

, 
I 

Enclosure, with Interior Mound, in Hocking County. 
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HOLMES COUNTY. 

The center of aboriginal activity in Holmes county appears 
to have been in the western part of the county, along the Mohican 
river and its tributary streams. 

A number of mounds and several village sites are found in 
that district and scattel'lllg mOMds and gravel burials through­
out the county, but the only enclosure known in the county is that 
on Killbuck creek in Prairie township. Seventeen mounds have 
been located in Holmes county and a number of village sites, 
burials, etc., which bring the total Dum bel' of known monuments 
to 29. 

HOLMES COUN'ry. 

.,; 

" 2 
Townships. " iii .,; " " '" ~ " " " = ~ • '5 " ·c 

" c ~ 08 0 
~ '" r 

Washington ..... . • . .. . • . . . . : ........... _I z ........... . .... . 
Knox........... . .. . . .. .... . . .. . . . ..... 6 3 ... . ... . 
Richland .......... . .. . . • .. . .. . . . . . . .. r ........ . 
Ripley.............. . .. ... . . . ........ 2 ........... . ........ • . • 
Monroe...... . . . .. . . . . .... . .......... .. . .. . .. . .... ... . . . . 
Killbuck ..... ... . . .. . . . . . . . ..... . .. . .... I . ... . . • ... . . 

Prairie.... .. ....... .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .......... . ... . . . 
Ilardy .......... . ......... . ......... . ............... . 
Mechanic ...... . . . .. . . ... . . . .. . .................... . ..... . 
Salt Creek ........ . . . . ....... . . . . ... .. . . . .. ............. . 
Berlin ........ . ...... . . . . . . . . .. . . . ........... . . 
Paint ........ . .. . . .. . ......... . ....... . ................. . .... . 
Walnut Creek. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. ...... . . . . .. ... r 
Gennan ............ .. . .. .. .... ..... . ... 2 . ..... . ..... I 

Totals ...... . .. . ... . ............... . 7 I 29 
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HURON COUN'rY. 

The more important earthworks of Huron county are found 
in and near the city of Norwalk. 'l'bese consist of four enclosures, 
two located within the city limits, and two a short distance to the 
southwest. One of the latter, located on a branch of the Huron 
river, has withlli its walls nine mounds. This work is circular in 
form, while the onc to the northwest is triangular in shape with 
the corners of the tri.angle rounded. 

The two circular works which stood within the city of Nor­
walk are interesting examples of enclosures. The entrance or 
gateway to the more westerly of these two circular enclosUl'cs is 
unique in form. Instead of a simple break in the wall where the 
gateway is located, the circle is so expanded that one end of the 
approaching wall is carried far beyond the opening, thus furnish­
ing it with a barricade. 

There are a few mounds, village sites, burials, etc., scattered 
mainly throughout the northern central portion of the county. 

" , 
.~. 

HURON COUNTY. 

Townships. 

.; ~ • 
! ." 

4 
<n 

" • '" 1 c ] ~ • , ·c 
0 , 
" > '" f-o 

Ridgefield . .. ,., .. • ....•... ' .... " ... , .. \ I \ I , , . , " , . ... , " " .. 

Peru .. . .. .... . ............... .... .... . . 1...... ...... . ......... . 
Norwalk, .. , .. , •••. , .• • . " •.. , . . • ".... I 3 
Brt;'nson ", .. . . . , .. . .. , ••.. , . , . . . ,".', ....... , .... , 'I 
Fairfield ... " . . " .. •. " ..... ,.. .. " 1 I .. .. . . I .......... ' . 

Hactland .... .......... ... . . .. .. . . .. . ·1 .. ·· .. ·· .. · 1 2 I .... .. 
Wakeman" .", •. •..•. • , .. " . ,. , ' ' \ ............ , .... ' 2 .. . .. , 

aac~::: .....•••••• ::.: ••.... : .•• . : .•.. '~I~~I~I~ 

" . {. 

_.+--

Earthworks at Norwalk. 
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General view of the Petroglyphs nea r Leo. 

JACKSON COUN'l'Y. 

Jackson county is remarkable in several respects from an 
arelueological viewpoint. It contains Olle of the most interesting 
petroglyph or rock picture groups in the state; has many ex­
amples of the so-called rock shelter type of aboriginal dollliciles 
and has a great many burial mounds and village sites. 

The petroglyphs, or l'Ock pictures, are located near the village 
of Leo, in Jackson township, in the northwestern part of the 
county. They are cut or pecked into the exposed surface of sand­
stone near the head of a small stream, near the old b.'ail which 
led to the salt springs fUl·ther south in the county. They cOllsist 
of 37 distinct figures, representing birds, animals, serpents and 
the tracks of animals and human beings. 

The rock sheltel's of J acksoll COWlty number about 30; morc 
than are found in any other county in the state. rrhey are 
primarily recesses cut into the soft rock by the action of streams 
running at their bases. From tinle to time the shifting of the 
beds of these streams left the recesses available as shelters for the 
aboriginal peoples of the district who made free use of them for 
that purpose. In the accumulation of ashes and refuse within 
and around these shelters, much material has been found pertain­
ing to tbe life of their inhabitants. 

'l'he great numbcr of mounds within thc county, as well as 
. the extensive occupation of 1'ock she1ters, is in great part ac­
counted for by the fact that .Jarkson county was the centre of a 
great prehistoric commercial activity. .A borigines from all di­
rections Hocked there to secure suppJies of &llt, which they ob­
tained by boillilg or evaporating the brine from the springs and 
beadwaters of Salt creek. 

Investigation of the shelters and mounds and of their con­
tents, made in J905 by the Society disclosed tbat the population 
of the salt spring district was in great part a transient one and 
that the various she1ters and village sites mostJ.v were inhabited 
but temporal'iJy. ' l'hiH would indicate a const<lnt movement to 
anci fl'om the salt district, which doubtl(lsS W;:I S a pi<lce or gl'cat 
importance in the abol'iginal econolllY. 

~Iol'e than 170 mounds hayc been located withill the county, 
whHe 22 village sites and six enclosures ha,'c been noted. 

• r.o\ CKSO N COU.Nl' l' • 

To\\'n ~hips. 

,; ,; 
,; •• " 
~ ,; " 

, 
,; 

'" " " ~ in ~ • 
,; , -. & l7. 
~ 

.2 
v " ·,i 

" " 0 - " ~ " " 5 ;: " 
.5 3 

~. ~ ~ '- c: 0: 

J ~ckson ..... . . .... ~ ....... r. --
G~~ ....... ..... . .. .. ... 3 j 

Scioto....... . .. . . ... .... . . G il :: '.' '.' '.' '.1 
Washington..... . .. . .. . . . . G 

1 • • • . 

', 1'1 ~ I Coal............. .. . .. .. . . 23 I: 
Milton.......... . .... .. . . . 23 
Lick ...... . . . . .. • .... . . . .. j 43 

- I·· · ·· · I I 
. .. ... .. . ... . .. ... . .. . . . . .. .. . .. . 

Franklin....... . ..... . .. . .. . 32 
Bloomfield . .. ..• .... .. ... .. I I 

Jefferson . . . ...... . • . ... . .. 18 
Madison. .... . ............. 8 

2 0· .. " I" .. ·1 5 .... .. 

2 . •.. . • .. • .. .• . ... . .. ... .. ... 

.. .. . . 2 . •• ... •• •... ...... . ... 

. ... . $.6··:1 · : :~··::::: : 
r----\ - - --

Totals. . . . . • . . . . .. . . . .. 173 I 6 ] 22 I I I I 30 233 

Boone rock shc:tcr at the ba,c of bluff. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

A total of 26 prehistoric sites have been located in J efferson 
county. Most of these sites are situated along the Ohio river, 
particularly in the southeastern portion of the county. The ex­
ceptions are three mounds and an enclosure in Ross township. 

A petroglyph of the usual chal'acter is located on the east 
side of the Ohio river, opposite Browll 's I sland, I sland Oreek 
township. 

Wells township has six mounds and two burials and '''' al'ren 
township has an enclosure, fi ve mounds and one burial. The re­
maining works are in Cross creek and Saline townships. 

J EPP.ERSQN COUNTY. 

.,; .; .; ~ 

'" 0 iii 0. " , 
~ '" ~ .§ .; 

.~ ~ g -
"' ;; ,g r:: !-< 

Townships. 

Ross. .. ........ .. ... . . .... . ...... 3 
Saline .. . . ......... . . .. ........ . . 2 

Island Creek . ....... . . . '" . . .... . ..... . 
Cross Creek . .... ... . .... . .. ...... 2 :: } "~ " ::: ::: ... ~ .. :::: :: 
Wells ..... ..................... . . 6 .. . . ..... 2 •..... . ... .. 
Warren... ....... . . . . ..... . .. .. . 5 I ...... . .... . 

---- ----------- r-,-
T otals .. ...... ..... ........ ·.. 18 3 I 3 I 26 

JE FFERSON CO UNT\, 

The PETROG LYPH c red ited to Jefferson 

county p roperly belonj/;s to West Virginia. 

T his voids the second tex t paragraph refer­

rin g to Petroglyphs, and the co rrespondiug 

column in the ta ble, making the total num· 

ber for Jefferson coun ty 25-
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KNOX COUNTY. 

rr hc 91 prehistotic sites in Knox county arc distributed gen­
erally over its terrjtory but are morc numerous adjacent to the 
larger stl 'cams. One of the m OJ.'C important groups js that in 
Wayne and Mon 'is townships, centering about Fredericktown. 
This group consists of: a JllUllbcl' of circular enclosures, mounds, 
etc. 

Another important group is located in Milford towllslIip, 
neal' the southern line of the county_ r.r he valley o:f the ! i ohican 
river, along the eastern border, is rich in remains. 

The county contains the large number of 22 enclosures, many 
of which however, arc small and unimportant as compared with 
the works f urther south. A total of 67 mounds bas been noted. 

K NOX COUNTY. 

Town~hips . 

l-l illiar ....... . • • ....... . .. . • . . . . • ... 
Millford .... ... ..•.............. 
Liberty .. . .... .. .....•...... . ... . .. 
V.,rayne .... . .. . .... .. . . .. . . . ... . 
Middlebury ... . . . .... . .• . . '" . . . . 

2 

7 

9 
2 

.; 
,; .., 
~ Vi 
" • ,,; ,,; 8 ~ " "iJ '!: s 
c 

>= OJ 
a 

"' .... 

..... ······1······ '······ 8 ................ .. 

2 : 1::: ::: : 
Berlin....... .... . ..... ... ...... . . . ..... . .......... . 
Morris .. .... . .... .... . ..... 9 6 
Qinton ... ..... .. . ...•. . . . • • .. .. . •. . . . . . 7 . .... • . . . .. . . .•... 
Miller.... .. . . . . .. ... .. ..... . .......... . . . . . . .... . . . 
Pike....... ...... . . . . . 1 ........ . .. -1-.. . . . 
~1onroc ..... ...... . . . . . . . . ... . . ............ . ..... . . 
Pleasant. . . . ...... . . . . . . ... .. ... . . . .. . ............ 'I' .... . 
~1organ . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 .................. . . . . . . 
I-Toward ..... . ..... . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 . . • • • • I ...•..•. • •• • 

Clay................. . . . .... .. .. . . . . . .. 5 ................. . 
Jefferson ..... . . . . .. . . . .... . . . ...... 3 2 •..... • ........... 

¥~:k~ ::::::::: : ::::::::::::::::·:::·:::-.--LI~= :::::: :::::: 
Totals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 I 'Z2 91 

"v 

[ 

. _ _ ---'1 L_ 
, 
#\::; 
~ y 

,; '" 

Plan of CemeteTy )' IOllnd, :'l It. Vernon . 

Section of Cemetery Mound, Mt. Vernon. 
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LAKE COUNTY. 

Lake county contains four enclosures, six mounds and a vil­
lage site. 'fhe important aboriginal trail which followed the 
southerD shore of Lake E rie, passed through Lake county, so tha.t 
while the existing evidences of prehistoric man are only mod­
erately abundant, the territory within the county doubtless played 
an important part in prehistory times. 

Of the four enclosures, two are in Leroy township, one' in 
Porr,\' and one in Willoughby. Of partic'.llar interest is the en­
closure occupying the point of land at the juncture of Paine creek 
with the Grand river. It is irregular in fOl'lll, occupies a strong 
position and is of the so-called defensive type of structure. 

LAKE COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Willoughby ........ . .... . ..................... 1 
Mentor ... -...... • .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .• ...... . 1 

Painesville .......... . . . . . . . ... . • . . . . .. . .. 
2 

3 
Perry ........ ,. . ...... ........ . ......... 1 

. , . ' . .. . . . 

Leroy .... ,.... . . .. .. . .. . . . ....•. ., . . , .. . ,. 2 .. ' ........ . 

Totals ...... . .• ,., . • , . . •... . . • . , . . • , . . . .. . _~1-4-1-'---"-

I 
I 

I 

, 

. ". .. ,. 
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LAWRENCE COUNTY . 

.As is usual in most other counties similarly situated, the 
earthworks of Lawrence county are confined mostly to the tier of 
townships bordering the Ohio river. 'rhe topography of the in­
teriOI' of the county is rough and unsuited to primitive occupa­
tion. 

The principal features are the petroglyphs, which are located 
neal' the mouth of Buffalo creek and just below Ironton, respec­
tively. 'rhesc petl'oglyphs were typical of the Ohio river. and 
altho quite plain when first noted by eaI'ly settlers, have prac­
tically disappeal'ed as a result of erosion and other natural causes. 

Flint diggings and two stone graves have been found in 
Elizabeth township j two mounds and a village site in Hamilton 
township j two mounds in Upper j six mounds in Peny; eight 
mounds in Fayette; two mounds in Union and one mound in Rome 
township. 

LAWUENCE COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Elizabeth . .... . .........•... 
Hamilton .....•..... . ..... 
Upper ........ .. . . .. . . . . . ..... . . . 
Perry .......... . . . . . . .. . 
Fayette .......... . 
Union ........... . 
Rome .......... . . . . . 

,,; 
~ 

= 
§ 
~. 

2 

2 

6 
8 
2 

• ,,; ~ 
0 iii " " ~ j 
" w > 

,,; ,,; 

" ." > " " ~ " CJ " ()! ,,; 
§ ~ 

* .::: 
iii G:; f-< 

2 2 

I . . . . . . ... . . . . .... . . . . . .. ..... . 

1--- ---------
Totals .... . . . .. . "I 2< 2 I 2 2 1 28 

------
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LlUKlNG CO UNTY. 

Licking is onc of the richest counties in the state from an 
ul'cheological \-lewpoint . I ts .i.ml'ol'taucc lics in sevel'a! diJ .. cc­
tions. ~ ot only does it contain the greatest source of lllaterial 
used in the maKing 0[ abongiual J:iint implements - 11'lint Itidge 
- but also one of the 1inest example::) of the complex type or eal'tu­
works, that known as the Newark works. Besides these fcatul'CS, 
two of the few so-called efugy works arc located in the county. 
One is the 0PPOS3UlI1 .Mound, sometimes called the Alligator 
Mound, which lies neal' Granville and tiIe oilier the so-called E iTel 
Mound located within the earthworks of the Newark group. 

The county is rich in mOlillds and cnciosUl'cS and af'fOl'ds ex­
amples of practically every type of these two classes. .A group 
of petl'oglyphs formerly existed a few miles east of the City of 
Newark. 

Thus it is secn that the county contains examples of all im· 
pOl'tant classes of eal'thwol'ks found in Ohio and is in itself typical 
of the state as a whole. 

Flint Ridge, as its name suggests is a natural ridge whel'ein 
the flint requil'ed by the aborigines was found. This great ridge 
extends from a point a few miles southwest of Newark, almost to 
Zanesville in ~iusJilllgum county. N wnCl'OUS pits are to be seen 
from which the flint was taken fOl' the manufacture of flint knives, 
arrow and speu!' points and other weapons and implements. Ma· 
terial hom these pits is found scattered for hundreds of miles 
in evel'y direction, showing that it was highly valued and exten­
sively sought. 

The famous Newark '''orks are too well known to require a 
detailed description. 'fhey covered a p'cat part of the present 
city of Nmval'k and territory to the west and south of the city. 

They consisted of combinations or squares and circles, 
pareliel walls and crescents with many mounds within or ad­
jacent thcrcto. One of these circles is located in the Licking 
County fair grounds and is well presen 'ed, 

'fhe Oppossum Mound, located ahout one mile east of Gran­
ville occupies the top of a prominent elm'atioll overlooking Rac­
coon valley. The figu rc is about 250 fcct long and 4 feet in height 
at the highest point. 

In the more southerly of the two large ci rcles comprising tho 
Newark works, is tho so-called bi rd mound. rrhe dimensions of 
the mound as given by Squier &; Davis in their illlcient Monu· 
ments were as follo\\'s : Length of body 155 ft.; of each wing 1.10 
ft. ; between the tops of the wings 200 ft. j width of bird 63 ft.; of 
wings in center 45 ft.; of same next to body 40 ft.; height of 
mound compOSiJlg the bod." 7 ft. ; of mounds composing the wings 
5 ft. 'fhe head of the hi l'd points dil'ec tl~' toward the entrance to 
the enclosure. 

I.lC K.l :-l"G COUXT Y. 

.,; 

TOWIlSh ips, 

.,; 
.,; •• -" " .,; -§. " 

" iii • 
.,; " ~ & ~ ~ " '" 

,; 

" .,,; 
" " " " ' SIJ 0 .. g ,g ." " :5 • u >5 -0 ," 0 
~. OJ >- 6 '" ~ f-o 

~II~;,'::d .. .: :! .. ; 1 ... : . 1 .. ;. 1 : . ~I •• } •••• J~:~ 
Jersey.. . . " 1 S , . ... . ,1 .. ,. ·· 1 • .. .• • ,,··,· 1··,···1···· · · ... . 
Lima . . ..... ... . . ,. , 2 j """ ., •• •. ! . . • , . . I •. • •• • I .. . ...... .. . . . 

~f~~~it;gt.O.I ~ ... .. . , .... · ...... 1 .. ·;· '1::'" ' 1 .. . ~ . . 1::::: :1::::: :1::::: : 1:: : :: : ::: : : :: 
51. Albans . . ... 12 3 . . . . ! .. ... · i .. ·· · ,: ..... ·1. · . •. ·1· .. .. · 
H arrison .... . j 7 · , • • i · •. · · · I· · · .. ·I· . . ··· I· · .··· ,. , . , . 
Newark ···" .... 1 30 4 . 1·· .. .. 1 ' 1· .. ,·, 1, . . .. . 1 ... ... 
13ul'lington . , ..... '. '110 I ' ·i···· .. " .. . ' .... .. 1"· ···1· .. ··· 
6l1~1~~fillC, ............ .. .' .... .'. 2~ 5 3 ' ::: :::1" ';" :: ::::1::: ::: :::::: 
~:~i~~~ngi~;l' : : : : : : : : : I :~ ~ : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : :: .: :::: I: : : : : : 
Xewton ." ....... . . 9 ! .... ~ ... .. ..... ".' .... ..... ... ... . .. 
~~~r:l;:~'·»:·.·:' : · .. ·· .. 1 Ig .. ~" I ···: .. i:: :::: :::::: :::::: ::::::1::: ::: 
:\1adison ,... " 1 17 .. " .. . . . 2 I . . ....... . .. . 
Franklin . ... , . , 18 3 .. . . .. . , . 
Bowling-G reen " ~15 2 ...... . .... .. ,' , .•. , ",. . . . . . . . . . 
Hanover . , . . . , . .. 14 3 ... . . . .... . , . " " , . .. , . 
Hopewell .... ........ 6 3." . . ... .. .... ... . . . 76 

Totals ." . .. 225 36 --9-1--2-1--2-1--1'- 77 352 

~ . . 

SH ,jono . 

- -' 

Earthworks at Newark. 

1. ,', 

, , 

, . 

I 

\ 
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LOG~" COUNTY. 

A remarkable group of fifteen mounds on the southeast side 
of Lewistown resevoil' characterizes the archeology of Logan 
county. These mounds are located at the source of the Great 
Miami river, the course of which as it extends southward through 
the county is quite freely supplied with mounds and burials. 

There are a total of 59 sites in Logan county, divided as fol­
lows : one enclosure, 33 mounds and 25 burials. A number of 
mounds and graves arc found along the Mad river, in the southern 
part of the county. 

LOGAN COU NTY. 

Townships. 

Stokes . .. ....... . . . .• . . . . .. . .... . . . . . . 
Bloomfie ld . ......• . .... . . . .. . 
Washing;toll ..... .. •.. . .... . . 
P leasant ... ... .. .. . . . . . 

,.; 
~ 

5 
0 

)E 

2 

2 

" 
M ia mi ...... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 4 

,.; 

" " 

~ 
'" 

Hichland .... .... . • . . ... . .... \. . . . • . . . 7 .. . .... . ...... . 
McA rtllll r . . ...... . ... . . ... . .. .. . .. . . .. ...... . ..... 1 

Harri son . . . ..... ... . ... . . .. . . ... ..... . .. . . 
Lake.... . . . ...... .... . . . . . . .... . ... . ..... . .... . .. . 
Liberty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . •. ..• . .. . . . ..•. . . ... . •. . . 

2 

4 
U nion..... .. ...... . ... .. ... ... ..... .... .. ....... 1 ......... .. 
Rush Creek .......... ... . .. ...... , . . I ' 4 
J:;::s~;e.e.~ .. ::: .. ::. : .. .. :: : : : : : : : :: : ':: : :::: 2 .... . ............ . 
~-ronroe ........ ... . . . . . , ...... . . . . .. .. . , 3 ...... 2 ..... . 

Totals ......... . I-~-I-...... " I 33 I I 25 I 59 



46 

COUNTy 

LOGAN COUNTY , 
Scare. one Inch equals three miles 



4 7 

LORAIN COUNTY. 

The more interesting of the prehistoric works of Lorain 
county are founu in Sheffield township and a rc in the form of 
enclosures. One of these is located on the right bank of Blacl! 
river and the other on F rench creek, a tributary. The former is 
in the form of a square, with the river forming one of the four 
sides, the siue parallel to and opposite that form ed by the r iver 
having a gateway in the center . The work on French creek is 
in the form of a crescent, across the neck of a high point of land, 
the r emaining sides of which are rendered difficult of access by 
tbe creek itself and the deep gulleys of small tributary streams. 

T here arc 34 sites in the county, inducting two rock shelter s 
0]' cave-like domiciles in E lyria township; a petroglyph in Am­
herst and fh e enclosures and 17 mounds in the various townships. 

LORA.IN COUNTY. 

Townships. 

.; " .; ~ .; ~ 
;;; ~ .. " 0. , 

f 
~ , 

'" '" <fl .; 
~ • -" g ] !l ·c 

" v ~ 
> CO '" '" r 

Brownhelm · ···· · ·· .. ···· ··1 4 I \ .. ........ . ......... . 
Camden . .. ..... . .. . .... ... . . .. . • . .... . ..... .. . . ... . . 
Brighton . ................. 1 ••... '1' .. ......................... . 
Rochester . . . ... . . . . . • . . . . . . I ........... . .. • ....... . ............. 

Wellington. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .. 6 . . '1" ........... .. ... .. .. ...... .. 
Pittsfield ... .....• . .. . ... . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . ...... . . . 
Anlherst .... . .. ...... . ..... .. . . . . .... ·1····,· · 4 . . ......... . 
Sheffield . . . . . ....... . . . 2 2 

Elyria . .... ... ....• •... . 2 1~ _ _ 4 _ _ ._ .. _._._.>-_'_>-_ _ 
5 I ,I 8 1 I I ' Totals .... . ....•..... . . '7 34 

",",0"'1'(1 ' f( 

L()NIII H CO. O. 

t 

~~ ....... " . 
~ WO"'If,s ,11 

LOffA, ,,, CQ q 
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LUCAS COUNTY. 

Wl'ud::cyfoot Rod;;:" is probably the best know11 Archcol­
ogical l'cmain in Lucas county. 'L'his is a lal'gc bouldel' which lies 
along the public highway a shod distance above Maumee, at what 
is known as Presque Isle, and into which had been cut a number 
of imitations of bh'd tracks. '1'h080 r esemble tile tracks of the 
wild turkey, from which the rock takes its name. 

The most interesting earthwor k in the county is the enclosure 
which existed at the southern border of the county, on the eastern 
bank of the :Maumee river. This enclosure was crescent shaped, 
with the opening toward the river and bordering it. It enclosed 
about throe aCl'OS of ground. 

Lucas county has sixteen prehistoric sites, ten of which are 
mounds. 

LUCAS COUNTY. 

l -' 
;"[onc1ova . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 ...... ; . .......... .... .. . 
i\dams .. .....•..... . ..• • .. • . • ... , 4 ... . . .. . .. . ... • .. . ............ 
Oregon... ...... Z • • •• . • ••.•.••..... 
Jerusalem .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . 5 . . . ........ . 

Totals .. .. . , I 3 

• 
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MADISON COUN'l'Y. 

Twelve mounds have been recorded in Madjson county, be­
sides onc cemetel'Y and seven burials. Prehistoric sites are not 
abundant in the county but arc widely distributed. 

From the abundance of stone and fHnt implements found in 
the county, it appears to hayc been a favorite hunting ground for 
the primitive hunters. 

Jefferson township bas five mounds, :Monroe and Union two 
eacb, with one each for Deer Creek, Union and Oak Run town­
ships. 

MADISON COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Darby .......... . • ................•.................. 
·r..1onroe . ...... .. . •. ...• ..........•.. . ......... 2 
I effersOIl ..........•....... . ... .. . . . . ........ 5 
beer Creek .................. ... . .... .. . .... . 
Union................... . .... .. .... ..... 2 
Oak Run ........ . . . . .. ..•... . • ... .. ........ ... 
Pleasant .................... .... . . . .. .. . . 

.; .. 
'C 

" '" 
3 

2 

2 

Totals .......... ..... ..... •... 12 7 I 20 -1---
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MAHONING COUN'l'Y, 

'rwo ' mounds, two cemeter ies, two village sites and a flint 
quarry compdse the prehistoric sites recorded in n'lahoning 
county. Smith township contains a mound and a flint quarry; 
Austintown, two cemeteries and a village site and Youngstown 
a mound and a village 8i teo 

'1'he old Mahoning trail, wbich entered Ohio from the east, 
followed the course of the Mahoning river through the county. 

M AHONI NG COUNTY. 

.,; 
.,; •• , 

.,; " " 
Tow nships. iii • • 

4 ' 0 0-!:o • .,; c 
~ ;: ~ ;; l :? ;; ~ ~ r 

I 
Smith ..... .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . , . .. . ... . . . . . 
Austintown .. ....... ....• . . . ... ..... . ...... 
Youngstown ... . .•. . . . . ... . . . 

...... .. .... ' I .. .. · 
2 ... . .... . . " 

. . ... . .... . .. .. . .. 
- - ------,--

Totals . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . , .. .. . 2 2 
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MARION COUNTY. 

'rhe valJeys of the Scioto and Olen tangy rivers in Marion 
county f urnish typical l'emains of the aborigines of Ohio. While 
not numerous, practically every section of the county exhibits 
something in the way of earthworks, burial sites, or village ·sites. 
However, no enclosures have been recorded in the county, an un­
usual feature in a section so well represented in other evidences 
of prehistoric occuption. 

There are many burials in the county, practically every 
gravel bank along the two principal streams having been utilized 
as burial places. One of these latter at ",Valda, in Waldo town­
ship, has yielded many skeletons, as has also that near Prospect, 
on the Scioto river. 

The county has a total of 42 sites, 17 of which are mounds 
a like number of burials and the remainder village sites and 
cemeteries. 

. MAHlON COHN'I'Y. 

,,; 

" ,,; ." Townships. </> " ,,; ·c 
"" " " " .; = " .. v = ,§ ·c 5 il 0 
~ ;;: il 0 
~ u r 

Gn~.............. . ... . . . . . I I .. . 
Salt Rock....... .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . ... . .. . 
Grand Prairie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Scott .. . . .. . ....• . .. 
1\1" ontgomery . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Big Island ..... . . . . 
Marion . . . ...... .. . . .. . 
Green Camp 
P leasant 
Richland 
Prospect ........ .. . . 
Waldo . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . ...... t I 

--- ---1-- --
Tota" · · ·· ·· · · · · · ·1 ' 7 I 6 '7 I 2 I 42 
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MEDINA OOUNTY. 

Medina county has nine mounds and two enc1osures, as fal' 
as recorded. One enclosul'e, located neal' vVeymouth, Medina 
township, is a good example of the so-called forts or defensive 
works j the other enclosure, near the town of Granger is of the 
circular type. 

Three of the nine mounds are located in Medina township, 
two in York and one each in Hinckley, It[ontville, Westfield and 
Guilford townships. 

MEDINA COUNTY. 

Tow nships. 

Hinck!ey ....... . •. .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . ... . . . ... . ... . , ... 
york . .. ....... . •. . .... .. . . ... .. . . . .. . . ..•. .. . • . . . . . 
Medina . ...... . . ..... . .... • . ... . ···· •. . ··•·· . ·•· .. · . 
Grange r ..... . .. . . ..... . ...... . .... . . . . 
Montvi lle ."........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . .. ... . 
West field ... . ..... ... .. . .. .. . •.... • . . . .•.. . ..•. . . .... 
Guilford ........... . . . .......•. • . . • . . . ..• . . . .. 

" '" g 
~ 

2 

3 

Totals........ .. . ... .. . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... 9 

" v 
" 
~ " 5 c 0 

'" r 

2 " 
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MEIGS OOUNTY. 

~'he finc examples of rock pictographs, 01' pctl'oglyphs, sit­
uated neal' the town of Saxon, are the feature of the archeology 
of ~ieigs county. These petroglyphs, of which there arc two 
groups, were located aud examined by the ~iuseum staff in 
August, 1913, and are described here for the first time. 

The pictographs, or picture writings as they are sometimes 
termed, arc cut, pecked, or ground into the horir.ontal surf~l cc of 
the sandrock which forms the bed of the river at that point. The 
level of the surface, bearing the pictures is barely abovc low water 
mark, so that they arc exposed only when the I'iver is at low stagc. 

P~etul'e writing as practiced by the aboriginal inhabitants of 
Ohio, had not reached a stage of development sufficiently ad­
vanced, which at this late date, would make it possible to translate 
its characters into ideas. These characters doubtless had a mean­
ing which was entirely local or personal in its nature and which 
was intelligible only to those who made them and were familial' 
with the events to which they referred. Thus, as a source of his­
torical information, the value of the petroglyphs is limited. 

The principal group of petroglyphs at Saxon covers an area 
of upwards of an acre, while a secondary group of less importance 
is situated a short distance above. The rock pictures represent 
birds, animals, human beings, the tracks or footprints of all these, 
besides numerous tmknown and partly obliterated figures. Among 
the animals depicted, those which can be l'eaclily distinguished 
are the bear, deer and panther; the turtle, fish and serpent and 
several kinds of birds. 

Many of the fi gul'cS at Saxon already have been wholly or 
partly obliterated by the action of ice and gravel floes which grind 
over them during times of high water or floods. Only where the 

rock into which tIley worc cut happens to be of a ferruginous 
nature, and thus quite hard, arc the pictures well preserved. With 
the pictures so inaccessible and visible only at infrequent inter­
vals, and with their destruction only a matter of a short time, the 
Society feels itself fortunate in having secured some of the best 
of these petroglyphs, which woro cut from their bed in the I'ock 
and arc now on exhibition at the Museum. 

Adjacent to the petl'oglyphs thero arc several mounds, while 
on the vVest Virginia side thero arc numorous works and an ex­
tensive prehistoric village site. 

Other petl'oglypbs, located just above Racine, formerly worc 
visible, but at the present time have been practically obliterated. 

In the vicinity of Haeinc thcTc arc seven mounds and a num­
ber of stOllC gravcs. ~'hcrc haye becn noted in the county a total 
of 27 mounds, 3 groups of petl'oglyphs, one "jJJage site and 2 stone 
graves. 

::\£EIGS COUNTY.. 

Townships, 

Rut land .... . . . . . . .. . , . . .. ... , ... .. . , . . . 2 
Salisbury .. . .. " ...... , . . . . ...... , .. . . 
CheSler .. , . . ... . ..... , ... .... . . . . .. . .. . 
Sutton , .... . . . .. .• • . • . . . . . . •. .. . ..• • ... 
Letart ......... .. . . , . . .. ... . . . . .... . . . 
Lebanon . . .... ...• . .•. • . ... . . . , ... . . 

5 
2 

Totals . .... . .. . ...... . . . . . .... . . . .. 27 
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J\LERCER COUNTY, 

Five enclosures, one mound and 4 bud als comprise the pre­
historic sites of Mcrccr county. One of the principal enclosures 
of the c.ounty is situated neal' tJ1C western bOl'(lcr, just north of 
old Ft. Recovery. Three others arc 011 St. Marys r iver in Dublin 
and Union townships, and the fifth enclosure lies at the northwest 
corner Qf Gl'and resor voir. 

T he old trail leading frOHI the headwaters of the :Maumee 
neal' Fort ",'Vayne to the Indian villages on the Scioto, passed 

. through Merccl' county. The only mound so far known js in Gib­
son township. 

l\tEHCEB COUN'l ' Y. 

" Townships. 
~ 

~ 

" " j .. " 0 '" 3 0 

~ 
0 ~ 

~ r 

Gibson 
Recovery ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . ...• •. 
Dublin .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . "I' " 2 
Union ... .. . . ... ...... . .... . . . . ..... . . . ... ... I. .1 .. . . . 
J efferson . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . I [ I ..... . 
Granville ...... . .. . • . . . . . •. . . . . ... .. . . . . . .. . .. .. . . ..... I .... . . 

- , 1-5 1-4 I-W Totals 
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MIAMI COUN'ry. 

With two fine streams passing through the couuty-the 
.Miami and S tillwater rivers - :Miami COlUlty was well adapted as 
a place of abode for aboriginal peoples. 

The Miami valley is dotted with pl'ehistoric sites, which oe­
cm' in greatest number about Piqua. In Washington township 
alone, in which Piqua is situated, 11 enclosures have been J'e­
corded. In Spring Creek township, across the river, are several 
others. 

A total of 96 sites have been recorded in the county, consist­
ing of 15 enclosures, 22 mounds, 35 village sites and 24 burials. 

MIAMI COUNTY. 

.,; 
~ 

Townships. Vi 
§i, • .,; .. ,g ·c $ 
'> o'l a 

f-

Newbury.......... . .. . .. . .... . . .. ...... 2 
Newton ..... .. .... . . . . . .. . . .. . . .... ... . 
Un ion . . . . .... . '. , ' , .. . . .... . ... . . 
Washington . . . ... . .... .. . .. . . . .. ..... 8 ] I 
Concord .. . .......... . . .. . . . 2 ................ . • 

8 3 
2 3 
4 
5 

Monroe .......... . ... . ', .... .. .................... . 
Spring Creek ..... . .. .. .... .. .. . .. . . . . .. 4 3 
Staunton ....... .. . ..... . . . . .. . . . . I 

Brown .... . ......... . . . ..... . . . .. . . . .............. . 

I 3 
5 8 
5 

Lost Creek ........ . . .. . ..... .. ......... ........... . 2 2 
Elizabeth ..... .......... . . . . . . .. . .... . ............. . I I 
Bethel ......... .. . . ....... . ... 4 

Totals .......... . . . . .... . ... . 22 15 35 

• 

t 

• 
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MONROE COUNTY. 

Monroe county has but five prehistoric sites of rec01'd. 'rhese 
consist of 2 mounds in Salem township, 2 burials in Ohio towllship 
and one mound in Lee township. 

The topography of the county is rough and indications of 
prehistoric habitation are confined mostly to the vicinity of the 
Ohio river. 

MONROE COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Salem ....... .. • .. . .. . . . ....•.... . . ... . ... . . . .. . 2 ........... . 
Ohio ..... . . . .... • . . ', .. . ... . .. . •...... . ... ' . . ..... . . .. . . . z 
Lee........... . ....... . . . .. . . . . . . . . ....... . . ....... I 

Totals .. . .. • . . . ......... • .... . .... • . ... . ........ 3 z 5 
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MONTGOMERY OOUNTY, 

The largest mound in Ohio is the so·called :Miamisbul'g 
Mound, taking its name from the town neal' whicb i t is located. 
This great mound stands 68 feet in height and mo1'C than 800 feet 
in circumference at t he base. 

The valley of the Miami river, particulal'ly below Dayton, is 
very rich in prehistor ic remains. One of the morc interesting of 
these works is an enclosul'e of the complex type, situated six miles 
below Dayton at Alcxandersville, on the cast bank of the Miami 
river. It is a combination of a square and two crescents, 01' in­
complete circles. Some writers have ma intained that the cres­
cents were intended ultimately to be circles and that therefore 
the work was abandoned before completion. 'r he square encloses 
an area of about 35 acres with ODe of the ci rcles somewhat smaller 
in area and the other somewhat greater. 

The county contains 111 prehjstoric sites, consisting of 14 
enclosures, 76 mounds, 6 .-illage sites, 3 cemeteries and 12 single 
burials. 

i\[ONTOOUERY COUNTY. 

,,; 

Townships. 
~ ,,; 
Vi " 'C 
!'., ~ " ,,; .. 'C ~ ii 
~ ~ 0 
;> '" u f-< 

-------- -1
1
- -+---+--+--i,--+--

Randolph . .. . .•.. . . . . .. . . . • . . . I ..... . • . 2 .. , ... .. . 
Butler . ... . . .... . . .• ..•. ... • ............. . . . ... .•. .. . .... 
~r~ . . . .. . . . . ....... . .. . . ... . . . 5 I ' .. ... .... . . . ... .. ..... . . 

Madison ... . .. . • ...• . . . . . .•• . . . . . 4 I . •. . ..•....•.. . ... .. . ... 
H arrison ... . . . .• . . . • .. . . . . . 10 • • . • • ••.•.•••.•.•. 

~Iad River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 ........ .. . . 
Jackson.. . . . ... . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . ... 4 .. 1 .. .. ..•.... • . . .......... 

t:~rB~I;e~ ·: :: :: : ::· .. .':.·.:::::::: .. g ~ .. .. .. ::::: : ::: ::: :::::: German .. ....... ..... .... ... [I 2 I I ........... . 

:\ Iialn i .... . ..... . . ... .• . . . .•..... 1 16 7 I 8 2 ..... . 
\Va shington ......• • ... . •.. . . • . . 4 . . . . . . I . . . .. .. . ...... .. . . 

-----l--~---
Totals . .... ...... . . ······· ·· ·1 i 6 14 J 6 I~ 3 I I I 

\ .. 
ANCIEN T WORKS 

'Wont90I71e.ry Counry Ohio. 
~CAL£ 

OSUI'lIt 3 ,.'" eu.ow fJ"VTO N . I 
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MORGAN OOUNTY. 

Morgan county contains 42 prehistoric sites, consisting of one 
enclosure, 38 mounds, 1 village site, 1 cemetery and one single 
burial. The enclosure is located in Windsor township, on the 
west bank of the Muskingum riveI'. The works are distributed 
generally along the Muskingum, with a group of five mounds at 
.Millgrove, at the mouth of Meigs creek and a few scattering sites 
in the western part of the county. 

Many al'cbr.eological specimens have been collected in Morgan 
county, both from the mounds and f rom the surface, particularly 
along the route of the old trail which followed the COlli'se of the 
~Iuskingum from its forks to its mouth. 

MORGAN COUNTY. 

..; 

Townships. 
.; ~ ..; 
~ in • , .; 'i: 

.2 • • .; 

" " " u '" 'i: 8 " .;i >= cil 
0; 
f-< 

y ork ........ .... . . . . . . .. . 
Deerfield . .... ... . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . 
Union .... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. . .... .. . . . 
Bloonl . . . . ...... . .. . ...... . . .. .. . 
r..l alta .... . ... .. . . . . . . . . . 10 t .. •••• . .. •.••. 

J\'lorgall ...... .. .. . . . 6 . .... . 1 . .• . . .... . . ....... . . . • . . 

~e~f:;i~I~.::: ::::: : :: .:::: . · .· .. :::::1 ~ :::: ::1::::: :1:::: :: :::::: :: :::: 
Wind sor... . .... . . . . ...... ... j 5 1 ...• .• 1. .. .. . I • . .. .• 

. . .\fol--' -;-- , -1--, -1- -, -1---:;;-
1 1 I I \ , 

Totals 
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MORROW COUN'f Y. 

'£he earthworks of Mor row county arc distributed along the 
cOurses of the Olentangy l'lver , Alum creek and Owl creek. Foul' 
of the five enclosures within the county arc situated on Alum 
creek in Lincoln townships; the fi fth enclosure is ncar . the 
northern border of the county. A prehistoric cemetery is located 
in Lincoln township from which many skeletons have been un­
ear thed. 

MORROW COUNTY. 

, ' 
I 1 

I .; 1 .~ 
'1' I' . .: ~ U) . ~ owns l1;JS. u. - : 

~ ] ~ Z ~ 

~'~;;::'~~fi;ld ............. .. . :: ::: ::::::: l. .~. r ~ !-">2:-1 :
8
: :!: :~: : : 

Gaead .. . ... . . . . ....•• ... .. . .. . . .. . 1 6 I· ····· ' I·· ··· ·1··· ·· · 
Westfield . . . . . ... ... .•..... . . . . . . .. ·1· ···· ·1·· ···· [ I· .. ·· t ··· ·· 
t;:~~~~l;. . .:::: ~ : : ... ':.'.'. '. '. '. ':.' ... '.'''.'.J ~ I ... : ..... ~ ..... ~ .. ,::: ::: 
S. Bloomfield. ····· ··· ···· ·· ·.··· .· ·· ··1 I I·· ·· · ···· ·· ······ ·1· · 
Pcn> . . . . ....... ... . . . ... .. .. .• . . • •.. . . . 2 / ..... ·1···· ·· ..... ·1······ 

Tota ls . ....... . . . . . .. .. ............ \----;-!--5-1--5-1--,-1. 32 
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MUSKINGUM COUNTY. 

The eastern terminus of the famous Flint Ridge, which fur­
nished the aborigines their supplies of material for making flint 
implements, is in Hopewell township, Muskingum county, where 
a number of pits or diggings exist, from which material bas been 
quarried. 

Hopewell township also contains two enclosures and a num­
ber of mounds. The district adjacent to the Muskingum river 
in Muskingum county, is typical of the large streams of the state. 
A number of mounds, enclosures and village sites comprise the 
works along the river. :Most of the townships of the county con­
tain prehistoric sites of some class. 

The county has a total of 87 sites, consisting ?f 18 flint quar­
ries, 9 enclosures, 54 mounds, 3 village sites and 3 burials. 

, . 

MUSKINOUM COUNTY. 

Townships. 

• 

Licking""""", ....• , . , " . .. . , 4 
Hopewell,., .. , . • , .... "",.".,. . 5 
Cass .... ,., .. ,' . . . . .. , . ,.,"',.. 2 
Muskingum "", . ..• . " .• . . ,', .. , .... ,. 
Falls .,., ... ,', .. , . • ',., • . ,.,.,.. 2 
Springfield ,., .. ,., ... ,., . ,.,',... 8 
Newton ... ,." . .. • "., . • . . . , ... ,' 
Bnlsh Creek , , .. , , , . , , , . . , . , ... , .. 2 
Harrison,.,." . . , . ," .,' • ... ,.,., 2 
¥adison ... , . . . , .. , .. ,., . , .... ,.. 6 
Salem . ,. ".,.,' . .• ' . , . • . • • . ,.,' ,. I 
Washington, . , , , .. . • , . . , . ' .. , . , . . 6 
Union .. , .. , . . , . . • . .. .. . " . .. , .. , I 
Wayne.,."." . ... • .. . . • ....... , 6 
Rich Hill .. ,.. . ... . .. . . . . .. . . .... 3 
Blue Rock", ...•....... " . ,',.,. 5 

Totals ..... .. . . ' ............ ,[ 54 

, .. ,",. "', ., .... , ... ' :. ' ," 
2 2 18 , , . , , . . , , , . , .. ...,., . . . . . . 

........................ ...... 
2 ........................ 

................. . ............ 

................. . ............ 

. . . . .. , , . . .. ...... ...... ....., 
2 . . . . .. . ,..,. ..... . 

.............. ................ 

. , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..,... .,.... 

.9 3 3 



60 c OCT 0 N 

" 

E 

MUSKINGUM COUNTY 
Scale, one inch equal s three miles 

COUN TY 

y 

• 

CO UNTY 

> 

z 

• -o 

,; 
u 



61 

NOBLE COUNTY. 

Noble county, like the adjoining county of Monroe, is sparse 
in prehistoric sites. Rather rough topography and few large 
streams and valleys explain this restricted aboriginal occupation. 

There are three mounds in Seneca township on the head­
waters of Seneca creek ; 1 mound in Noble township ; 2 mounds 
and 3 burials in Olive township and 2 mounds in Jackson town­
ship. 

NOBLE COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Seneca .... . ... .... . . . .. . . . .. ... . . .. ... . ..... .. ... . . . 
Xoble ... .. . ... . . . . . .. . .... . . .. . . .• •. . . . . . . . .... . ... 

3 

3 Olive ..... .. . .. . ... . .... . ....... .. . .. . . . .. . .. .. ,",. 
Jackson . ..... .. .... .. .. . .... ... .. . . . ..... . . . 

2 

2 

Totals 8 3 II 
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OTTAWA COUNTY. 

'l'hc most in teresting feature of the a rcheology of Ottawa 
county are the petroglyphs on Kelleys I sland, whicl] altho a part 
of Erie county is included with Ottawa county for the sake of 
convenience. 

l'hc most interesting of the KeBeys I sland Tock pictures arc 
those located neal' the landing on the south side of the .island. 
These pictures are cut into a huge limestone rock, 32 feet long, 
21 f eet wide and 11 feet high which during the process of erosion 
by the waters of the lake has become detached from the strata 
forming the island. 

Another group of petroglyphs is found on the north side 
of the island, cut or pecked into a large granite boulder. 

Besides the petl'oglypbs, there are upon the island, two cres­
cent enclosures and four mounds. Two bUJ'ials have been recorded 
011 North Bass island. 

Catawba I sland has two mounds, a village site and a buria1 . 
The total number of prehistoric sites in Ottawa county, including 
Kelleys and North Bass Islands, is 25, composed of 2 petl'oglyphs, 
2 enclosures, 13 mounds, 3 village sites and 5 burials. 

O'l.'TAWA COUNTY. 

..; 
..; 

..; " ." .c 
Townships. .; ~ '" f " ~ "" ~ " .; c ,g 9 " ·c 

0 -c ;; " rt 0 ~ 

01 '" f-..-. 

Benton ...... . ............ ······· ............................. . 
Carroll ........ . .. . ,. . ... ........ I ..................•.... • 

Erie . .... ...... . .... , .. . . , . ... . .. . .... . . .... , . ..... . ....... • .. • 
Bay ...... , ......... , .... ,... .... ... ......... . .... . . .... . 
Portage ......................... 3 ......................... . . . . . 
Danbury ........... . .. . .... ...... 2 ...............•.. 
Catawba Island. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2 •.. . ........ 

Kelleys Island .... ....... . ..... ···1 4 2 .....• •....• 2 
N. BassIsl(l.ncl... ............ . . .. . ...... ...... ...... 2 .. ......... . 

Totals ................ . ...... t3 2 3 5 2 

I 
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PAULDING COUNTY, 

Auglaize township contains one mound, one village site and 
one burial; Brown township, onc burial, and Washington town­
ship, one village site and one burial. These six prehistoric sites 
compr ise all that have been recorded in Paulding county, 

In common with most other northwestern Ohio counties, the 
topography of Paulding county appears to have been too flat to 
attract aboriginal settlement in a permanent form. 

PAULDING COUNTY. 

.,; 
• 

Townships. ~ 
(}3 
• '" ,; c ,g • 3 , 'C 

0 , 0 ~ :> '" '" f-< 

Auglaizc ... ..... . . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. .. . . . ,' , .. . .. . 
Brown .... . . . .. . . . .... .. . ... . ... .. · . . .. ... · . . . . . . ..... . .. . 
Washington 

Totals . . ..... .. .. . • . .. . . .... . . .. ........ . I 2 3 6 
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PERRY COUNTY. 

The large stone enclosure near Glenford, known as Glenford 
Fort, is one of the most impressive of the so-called hill-top en­
closures in Ohio. This great work is located on the top of a hill , 
which stands about 300 feet above the level of the stream at its 
base and is practically isolated from any other elevated area in 
the vicinity. The only connection with the higher ground is to 
the southeast where a narrow ridge connects the fortified hill 
with the main land. The top of this eminence contains about 26 
acres and is practically level with the sides dropping off in a 
vertical ledge. 

The stone wall foHows generally close to the ledge, its entire 
length being 6,610 feet and its height at present from one foot to 
six feet A large stone mound was located within the enclosure. 

The Glenford Fort, from its strategic position and rugged 
location, its great size and impressive cbaracter, is one of the 
interesting prehistoric works of the state. 

Northern P erry county is rich in mounds and enclosures, 
with a considerable number of prehistoric sites throughout the 
county. 

The total number of sites is 103, consisting of 7 enclosures, 
86 mounds, 4 village sites, 1 group of flint quarries and 5 burials. 

PERRY COUNTY. 

.,; ~ 
Tow nships . " iii .,; " 

~ is ~ " ;; ." !:! - ~ ;.. ~ 

Thom ... , .. ' . . . . . . . ... ' . . .. ' "'11 
22 2 ...... 1 ... . . .. .. . ,. 

I'Iopewcll ........•...... •.... • . .. 19 4 .... . , . .... . . . . • .. 
~1 adison ........... .. .. .. . . . . . . . . 2 . •• •..•... • . . . . . . . 
Reading ...... . .. . . . .. ..•. ... . . . ' 1' 16 . . . ..... . .. .. •. ..• 
Clayton ...... .. .. . . . . . . ... . ... . . 7 ... .. ..... . .. . . . . .. . ...... . . . . 
Harrison .. . . .. ..... .•. . • ........ 5 . . . . .. • .... .. ..... . .... . J . .. .. . 

Jackson............. . . . .. . . . ... . 5 .,.' .. ,. ,' ,' ..•. •. .. , . •• .. . , .' :' •• ... ° '," '1.' .... .. ... ' 
Pike........... . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . 4 " 
Bearfield... . ...... . ... . .. . . . .... 1 ..•••. • • 0 . .. _ • ••••• , 0 • • • • • 

Pleasant .. . .. . ..... •. .. . . . .... .. . .. . ........ . . •. .. [ ..... ' lSl .. . 
~ronday Creek . . ...... .. .. . ... .. . 3 ........ ... . . . .. . . 
Monroe . . . . . .. . ... . •. . . . • . . ... .. . . .... . 2 . .... • ...... 
Coal . ..... . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . ...... . .... ... ..... . ......... . 

----------
Tota ls . ..... .. . . .. . . . ... . ... 86 7 4 5 1 1103 

Whittlesey's Map oi Glen iord Fort. 

Vicw from the in terior of Glenford Fort. ncar the stonc mOtl nd. 
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• 

PICKAWAY COUNTY. 

CiJ.'cleville, the county seat of Pickaway county, takes its 
name from the imposing prehistoric earthwOl'k which occupied 
the ground on which the town is built. This great work was the 
most northedy of the complex ci:l'cle-and-squ31'C type of the en­
closul'cS located along the SciotO'river. It consisted of a. combina­
tion of a circle and a square, connected by parallel lines 01' walls. 
The Oircleville enclosure consisted of two concentric embank­
ments separated by a ditch and was the only example of the kind 
in the valley of tbe Scioto. 

A work which might be termed an effigy, or better perhaps, 
an anomalous wol'l,:, is the "Oross," situated Dcar Tru'}tOll, Salt 
Creek township. This work as its name implies, is in the form 
of a cross, 90 fect in each di.l'cction, and about 3 feet high. In 
the center of the figure there is a saucer shaped depression 20 
feet across and about 20 inches in depth. There are several 
mounds, mostly quite small, located nearby. 

Pickaway, like other counties situated on the lower course 
of the Scioto river, is rich in prehistoric sites. There are a total 
of 241 sites, including one effigy, or anomalous wo1"14 32 en­
closUl'es, 175 mounds, 8 village sites and 27 burials. 

PICKAWAY COUN~l'Y. 

Townships. 

Darby ......•...... . ........... • ....... .1 
l\lonroe ......................•.. .• •.... 
Perry ...................•... •. . • • • . .... 
Scioto ...........................•..... 
~Iuhlenbery ...........•................ 
Jackson .......................... . .•... 
Deer Creek ...............•....... . • • ... 
\Vayne ................ . . . . • .. . .•...... 
Harrison ... . .... . •. . ............... 

.,; 
~ • g 
~ 

3 
; 
3 

• 6 . -., 2, 
R 

" " 

.,; 
0 • 

" 0 
u • (..:..l 

3 ' ...... 
; 
4 

3 

.,; 
~ 
iii 
0 .,; 
" " " ·0 

- 8 

• I 
2 

.. . 3 

2 
2 4 

2 
3 • I ~ladison ........ . . ... ....... ....... 5 I ........... . 

.,; 

~ 
f-

Walnut.... . ....................... J '7 R I 3 4 

fJ~l~i~~:n .·.·::: ::::: :::: ::::::::::1 ,j '" 1.::': .: ( 2 C:::: 
Pickaway .. · .. ·· .. .. · · ·· . . · ...... f 18 I.... 4 I ..... . 
Salt Creek . ....•. . ........ ,. 9 r . . . . . . I . .. .. 

- ------
............ • ... . ...... '73 33 8 J 27 J 24 1 

Totals 

• 

-THE CR OSS 

<> PiclrlJ'way CO"h~ 0'1'0.' 
.c.>tJ. L 

100 "'T 

Stone ~!ound, Snake Den Group. 
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PIKE COU< 'J'Y. 

Two important examples of prehistoric eal'thwol'ks are found 
in Pike COUllty . One of these is the fine complex enclosure, COll­

sisting of a combination of a sq ual'e and circles, located in Scioto 
township, about 5 miles below Piketon. '11be other is the so-called 
"GI'aded Way," near P iketon. 

The Scioto township wOl'k lies about a half mile back il'om 
the Scioto river, at the edge of the terrace and consists primarily 
of a circle connected by parallel walls with a square. Supple­
mentary to the main work were a dozen smaller figures, circles, 
crescents, etc. 'rhe aI'ea of the square is about 15 acres and that 
of the circle approximately the same. 

The so-called Graded Way at Piketon consists of two parallel 
earthen walls thrown up on either side of a former channel 01' 

cut-off of Beaver creek. These walls, the general trend of which 
is from north to south, are from 3 to 6 feet in height, the east 
wall having been reduced under cultivation, The walls meaSUl'e 
636 and 761 feet respectively in length. It was formerly sup­
posed that the depression between the walls had been artificially 
constructed, but later opinions are to the effect that this is en­
tirely or in great part the natural cut-off or bed occupied by the 
stream at some fOl'lner time. Its use has not been fully de­
termined, 

One mile northeast of Piketon, and one-third of a mile east 
of that town, exist circular depressions, the former excavated in 
the top of a high hill. The latter was teo feet deep and 210 feet 
in circumference. 

Most of the prehistoric sites of Pike county are confined to 
the vicinity of the Scioto ri\'er in its course through the county, 
'rhere are a total of 64 sites, 8 of which are enclosures and 44 
mounds. 

PIKE COUNTY, 

.; 
.; ,~ .; 

Towll ~h ips. 
v U> v 

~ " ." " :4 
~ 

v v .; = '" • ~ " g .!! ." - = .- cil <'J 0 
~, '" > .... 

Perry ......... . ...... . .•...... I .... . ... . . 

Mimill .. ..... .• .. . . • .... .. 2 . ... ... ..... . • .. . . ...•.. . .. . 
Sunfish ... .. . . .... . • .. . . .. • . . . ... . .. . .. . ..... •.. . . . 2 •.• . . . . .. . . . 
Caln p Creek .. . . .. ... . • . . . .• . . . . . . 1 2 .... . .• . . . .. . . • . ......... . , .. • 
Newton . . . ..... •. .. ...• . . . . . .. ... 3 I I I 

Peepee . .. . . . ...... . ..... . [3 I 3 I' "" ."" 
Jackson· ·· ·· ········· · ,.·· · ····· 1 q I I , ..• 'I""" Seal ....... ... .. ... .. . .. . ... .... 3 3 I ... . ... . . 

5,;0';0;.': · ·.·· ···· ···· . ·l~~1-8-i--;--9-1--I~ 

Enclosures fIVe miles below Piketon. 

Squier ~l1ld Davis's "view" of the Graded \Vay. 
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PORTAGE COUNTY. 

There are , no earthworks of great importance in Portage 
county. The total of 31 prehistoric sites is composed of 16 mounds, 
5 village sites, 1 cemetery, 8 burials and 1 cache. The works are 
distributed about equally between the Cuyahoga and Mahoning 
rivers and their tributaries. 

The old Mahoning trail crossed Portage county from east to 
west, and had a branch leading to the northwest to the Cuyahoga 
river · towns near the mouth of that river. There are indications 
of important aboriginal travel over these trails, in the way of 
many relics of stone and other material which have been found in 
the section which they traversed. 

PORTAGE COUNTY. 

Townships. 

wlantua . . .... .. . . . .. .. . . .. . . ,. ... . I 1-.. . . ... . ..... .. ... .. ... .... . . 
Hiram .. ....... . . . . . . . ...... .. . . 2 I .. ... . . .. . . .... ...... . . . 

Nelson . .... . . . . ..• .... • .. . ... . I 2 . . .. . .... .. . 

Streetsboro . .. . . .•.. . . . • . . . . .. ... 3 . . ...... .. . .. .... . 
Shalersville ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . ...... . . . . . . . .. . . . I . . . .. . .... . .. .. . . . 

Windham . .. .. . . .. . ... . .• . .... . . . .... . .. .. . . z . . .. . .. ..... . 
Franklin ..... .. . • ........ . ... .. .. . .. . . . , . . . ...... . 
Charlestown ... . . . . •. . ... • . ... . .. 5 2 ... . . . . .... . .. . . . . 

Edinburg ... . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 2 • . ..• • •••• • •• •••. • 

Palmyra .. . .. . . . . . . .. .. . • .. 2 I I .. . . . . . . . . .. ..... . 
- ----- --- - 1--

Totals .. ... .. . ... . ... . . . 16 5 8 I I 3 ' 

• 
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PREBLE COUNTY. 

The valley of Twin creek contains the majority of the pre­
historic sites in P reble county. These consist of four enclosures, 
two of them in Twin township and two in Laniel' township j six 
mounds, ODC village site and 10 burials- a total of 21 sites. 

None of the earthworks of Preble county are of an imposing 
character, but evidences of a busy prehistoric population are not 
wanting. Many fine examples of prehistoric art in stoDe and ftinf 
have been collected in the Twin creek valley and along other 
branches of the Great Miami river which have their rise in that 
county. 

PREBLE COUNTY. 

-; 
-; .~ 

Townships. " if) -; " 
~ 

~ " 
-; -; = " .. 'E .3 ~ ·c 

c ,E 0 
~ "' > f-o 

Jefferson ....... . ..... ............. . 
Mon roe ................ . .. ..•. . . . .. . ... . ........... .... . . 

, 
2 

3 Harrison ... .......... . ... . . • . • . "." 
\Vashington .. ......•..... .. .. • . . . ...... 
h~.. 
Gasper .......... . .. . . . .... . .... . . ..... 3 

Lani;ot~~s' ....... ............ ...... .......... . .. ................. ~I~~-+I~~ 
...~ ..... ~ .... . ~. J ::::: 
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PUTN AM COUNTY. 

Putnam is sparse in pl'chistOl'ic sites, the total llumbcl' re­
corded being but 11. Of these, 6 arc mounds, 1 a village site and 
4 arc burials. 

An aboriginal trail passed north and south through the 
county, its general course being that of the Auglaize 1'i"e1'. Many 
specimens have been found upon the surface, along this stream 
and in the country adjacent thereto, showing that prehistoric 
man frequently visited the county. 

Perry township has 3 mounds; Ottawa, 1 mound and 1 vil­
lage site and Blanchard, 2 mounds and 4 burials. 

l'U'l'N AU COUN TY. 

" " ." 
Townships. " 

<n 
'0 " " 0.0 
g "' ~ > ~ 

Perry .... . . . . . . .• . .. " ... ... • .... . ....... ! 3 
Ottawa .... . . . . •. . . . . . . . .. . . . ... 
Blanchard .... . .... . . . .. . . ..•. . . ... . , 4 

Totals ..... . . . . . . . . . 6 4 ! II 
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HIOHLAND OOUNTY. 

r.l'be three enclosures of Richland county are located along 
Rocky Jj'ol'k of :Mohican r iver-one in Madison township and two 
in Mifflin. 'rho principal mound gr oup is in the vicinity of B ell­
yille, in J effel'sol1 township. 

The county bas a total of 21 sites, 3 of which arc enclosUl'cs, 
14 mounds, 2 village sites and 2 burials. 

IUCH]~AN]) COU~'l'Y . 

Townships. 

Jackson . . . . . ..... . ..... . .. . 
Weller . ....... . . . . . 
Springfield ... . . .. . . . . . . 
?I'r adison .. . . . ... . •. . . . •. . 
~'r ifflin . . . ... . .... . . 
Monroe . . .. .. . 
Jefferson 
Worth ington .. . . .. . 

Totals 

,,; 
"d 

is -'" 
2 

2 

2 

6 

,,; 
~ 

~ 
<5 

, 
2 

,,; 
-" 
Vi 

0 '" .0 M " E ·0 " .-
" 

'0 
>- f-< 

. .. . . ... ..! I . . .. .. . . .. 

----- - - -1--
. / '4 / 3! 2 2 I 2< 
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ROSS COUNTY. 

Ross county compl'ises within its territory the most interest­
ing archreological area of its size in Ohio and probably in the 
United States and lnight be termed the center of highest culture 
of the mound-building peoples. 

It is remarkable for the great number and diversity of highly 
speciaUzed earthworks; a type peculiar to the highcst develop­
ment of aboriginal man in the Ohio valley. This typc consists 
of figures more 01' less geometrically exact, principally the square 
and circle, singly Ot in combination. They arc distinct from the 
so-cnlled fo rts or defcnsiYe structures, which are assigned thei r 
purpose from the strategic positions occupied, usually a hilltop 
Ot' other point of vantage, easily defended and difficult of ap­
IH·oach. 

The great total of 455 prehistoric sites lIas been recorded in 
Ross county. Forty-nine of these are of the enclosure class, while 
370 arc mounds. 'l'hese prehistoric remains are distributed gen­
CI'ally along the Scioto river and the north and south forks of 
Paint creck. Great as may appear the number of recorded works 
in the county, according to early observers and writers and to 
more recent scientific examination it is believed that many more 
such remains at one time existed, many of which at this time have 
been obliterated. 

One of the greatest of the Ross county works, particularly as 
evincing a high degree of culture of its makers and occupants, is 
that known as the Hopewell Group, in Union township, on north 
fork of Paint creek. It consists primarily of two conjoined figl1l'es 
- a square of 15 acres and a larger hrezular parallel6<Tram of o ~ 

about 11 0 acres. Within the larger enc]ost1l'e there are two sec­
ondary enclosures, one a semi-circular figure contain ing 7 mounds 
and the other a circle with 1 mOlInd. Outside these secondarv 
enC10S111'eS but within the large figure are 13 other mounds, and 
within thc square there arc fonl' mounds set opposite an equal 
number of gatewa~rs, Specimens secured from excavations into 
the mounds of the H opewell group a.re of the most advanced type 
yet found in Ohio. 

:he H arness works in the Scioto valley, Liberty township, 
cons]sts of a combination of a square, a la.rge and a small circle. 
The square contains about 27 acres and the large circle about 40 
acres. This work is a very imposing one and evinces the high 
culture of its builders. It takes its name from the owner of the 
land on which the work is situated. A large mound located within 
the larger of the two circles, was thoroughly excavated bv the 
Society in J903 and many fine specimens ilIustl'ating the life of 
the buildel's of the works were obtained. 

'rhe High Banks wO l'ks :11'e situated a. few miles north of the 
H arness works :md about fOlll' miles south of Chilli cothe. They 
('onsist of :t circle Hlld an octagon in conjunction and of severa) 
small ci l'c l0s, and parallel wa.lls in close proximity. The large 
ci rcle contains 20 arrcs and the octagon about two 'acres less. A 
I'emal'kable feature of the High Banks works is that, while none 
of the fig_Ul'es comprising the Ross county works are geometrically 
exact, the lal'ge circle in these works approaches very near to an 
exact circle. 'Each of eight gateways in the octagon is faced by 
a mound. 

A typical work of the square-and-circle combination formerly 
existed at the eastern edge or the city of Chillicothe and another 
of similal.' type was located at the to,,'U of Frankfort, in Concord 
township. 

An interesting work lS that ncar Hopetown in Springfield 
township. It consists of a square and circle with extended parallel 
walls and with soyeral smaller ch'clcs nearby. Each of the larger 
figures encloses upwards of 20 acres. 

The Cedar Banks works lie just north of the Hopetown 
works, and consist of a square, 01' rectangle, which contains an 
elevated structure, resembling the elevated squares found in the 
1\1" al'ictta works. 'rhis platform is about 250 feet long, ] 50 fect 
wide and 4 fcct higb . The usual circle is missing in this work, 
but there is a rectrmgular enclosure nearby, but detached, 870 
fcet long and 70 fect wide. Some rustance to tllC south of tllC 
main work thel'e is a small circle and a square mound. The area 
of the large square OJ' rectangle is about 30 acres. 

One of the interesting works of the cotmty is that known as 
Monud City, located in Union township, a few miles north of 
ChiJJjcothe. 'rhis work consists of a rect.o'\n<TllJar enclosure with n . 

the corners rounded off and containjng within its simple waUs 
23 mounds. From these mOlmds the early explorers and writers 
on Ohio antiquites, Squier & Davis secured some of the finest 
specimens, representing the highest SCUlptural art of prehistor ic 
man, mcluding many effigy pipes in the fOTm of animals, birds 
and reptiles. 

Dunlaps Works are located on the land of the County In­
firmary, a ShOl't (listanee north of Mound City. They consist of a 
large rectanglc and a small circle connected by parallel lines and 
parallel walls of considerable lengtb. A small o"nl enclosure is 
nearby. 

'rhe Blackwater group is located on the east side of the Srioto 
river, neaJ' the northcrl1line of the county. It consists of 7 circles 
and c)'escents, aU small and not conne~ted and a. pcculi<lr rec­
tangular figure formed by parallel walls with closed ends, loeatc(l 
some distance further south than the circles. Thesc latter are 
about 750 feet long and 60 feet wide. 

The Junction g-roup, is si tuated on Paint creek about two 
miles west of Chillicothe and consists of nine small figures, all 
detached. Thesl?' figurcs are in the form of circles, rectangles and 
crescents. 

'rhe Baum works are located on Paint creek, in Twin town­
ship, neal' the vil lm~e of l3ollrneville. 'r he,v consist of a square, 
a large and a small rire]c, in conjunction. The square in this work 
is almost A'eomrt l'icaUy correct. Tn connection with the BauID 
works is onc of the mn~t extensive and remal'kable pl'chistoric 
vil lng-c sites in tIle ~ta te. It was explored by the 0 1,io State 
Al'cIuX'oJogirfl l flnrl JIiRtol'ic:l.l Society in 1899, 1902 ::Ind 190:.l and 
many hunilr('(ls of mm:t interesting an il valuahle relics were se­
cUl·ed. These arc now on exhibition in the Society 's museum. 

'rhe Seip group, is one of the largest ill the Scioto valley. It 
is located on the north bank of Paint creek about 3 miles east 
of the town of Bainhridge. in Paxton township. It resembles in 
form the BalUn works. vVithin the enclosure are two mounds, 
the larger of which is known as the P ricer mound and the smaller 

• 



as the Beip ItIOUlld. rl ' ltjs latter 1l10lllld was f uBy expJol'ed by 
th e OlJju :State .\ l·du~o l og i (:al and Historical Society in 1908 aud 
the interesting olJjeots tuken tbercfrolll, representing the higher 
of the two cul t ures in ilie Bcioto ,-alley, .. u'e to be seen a t the 
Society's llluse lU U. 

Other interestillg cxplor:.ltions of the Society in R oss county 
arc those of t he .Adclla. IIlound and tbe Gad_ncr Illound and dllage 
site. ..ldolla 1I10U Ild waS located upon the estatc of Oo'·crno1' 
\Vorthillgtou a sho lt distance nortbwest of Ohillicothe on tlle 
wcst side of the l'h·cr, The Garbler mou nd and village si te arc 
opposite the JJlIn ia p works ill Green township, Both s ite:o- pl'O­
dllced a gl'eat dea l ot: interesting IDat~1 ial , tua t of thc Gartner 
site, like the HauJII "Hinge site, bein g of the Il'ort l.\.ncient, 0 1' 

lowcr culture, and that of thc Adena mound, likc the H Ld'l1CSS 
and Seip Ill OU llds, being of the Jiopeweli, or bjghel' culture. A ll 
this Dmtel'i i:l l is d b playcd at t ue museum, 

OIlC of the finest examples of defensi ve enclosul'es i ll t hc 
s tate is t hat at Spl'llCe Jiili , a short distancc northeast of Ule 
HaulII \\'orks, This Iort is triHngular in shape wi th the poin t 
toward thc Ilorthcast. r:..,I 1O Wtdl js of stono, <.Illd is cal'l'icd al'ound 
the brow of a rugged bU I, "cry diflicult of access and command­
ing a yjcw of thc country fo r miles ill all dil'ections. 

Southeast hOIll Spl'UCC Hill fort and just across the st ream 
knowll as Black J'un, t hc l'o js one of the rnost p cculiar of the 
coun ty"s CH lthwol'i"s. This st l'llctUl'C is of stone, tbe main figuJ'c 
being all ell ipsc measul'ing n o by 250 fcet, with an opening 
toward tho south . . At thc opening, the te l'mi.na tions of thc wa ll 
..:unc back upon themsclves for a d ista nce of about 60 feel. 
Hadiu t i.ng 1"1'0111 thc top of the cllipse arc 6,'e walls of StOIIC, ex­
tCl1(Ung in the sallie gellol'a l dil'cction as tJlC shorter axis of thc 
eUipse. 

BOSS COUX T L 

T()\\'n~h i p~. 

Pa xton 
I'a int ........ , . . .. ,. , .. . , . . . . , . .. . _ . .. . 
I:uckskin . .......... ,. _, . . ,., .... . 
Concord ....... , ... , .. . ,." ...... . . . 
Deerfield ... , .. . .. , ', . " ... . . . ... _ ..... . 
t;n ioT1 ... ,.,. . . , , . . . . . . . , . . . 
Scioto ... , . , .... , , , , .. , , , . .. . . . 
T win .... 
Huntington 
Franklin , .... 
Green 

.; 
.; " 
" '" " 
" " 

, 
" ~ '" " " " 

.. ·c 
15 

t.::l C- -- r 

25 3 -;1. , 
6 

60 
8 

, I· ···· ·········· ·· 
2 .. 20 ... , .. 

8.t 7 , 
44 [5 
25 () .. ,." ... 

:~ ~ ...... :. :: :1:' ,. : 
Colerain 
Sp ringliel (i 

~ 3· "1 : \ ••... 
... . 26 2 .. .... , .. ,' 

; 3;: 14:9 1•27 L;; 
I I I I 

T .i\)crlv ....... . , . , . , .. . " . . , ' , . 
JelTerson " ....... , . ... , . .. , . 

Totals ",., .. . ' .. ", ..... 

\ ,. 0 
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HOPE TON WORKS 
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SANDUSKY COUNTY. 

Sandusky county was one of the most strategic and important 
sections of Ohio in aboriginal tiriles. It was chiefly remarkable 

. as being probably the most important trail center in the state. 
Around Sandusky bay there were a number of aboriginal towns 
and at this point the greatest trails centcl'cd. Among these was 
the so-called Great Trail from the .Allegheny region, whicb passed 
on around the lake and thence northwal'd; the Shore trail, which 
followed the south shore of the lake; the trails running north 
along the Scioto an d Sandusky rivers f rom tbe Ohio and further 
south; and the Mahoning trail wbich merged with the Great 
rr l'ail not far below Sandusky bay. 

Altlio the impor tance of the county was mainly that of a 
great station where trails centered, there was a considerable per­
manent population, as evidenced by a number of enclosures and 
other works found along the Sandusky river. One of these en­
closures was located where the city of Fremont now stands, whlle 
between that city and the bay there were at least five others. One 
was located just south of Fremont and another near the south 
line of the county and two others near the mouth of Pickerel 
creek. 'l'he county has a total of 18 recorded prehistoric sites. 

SANDUSKY COUNTY. 

,; 
~ ~ 

TowIlships. 
v iii ,; " 

~ 

~ 
v " ,; = " " .. is .<! ·c 

~ - = :; 8 0 
~ '" 

,.. 

6 1 3 : 1 

I ... ; J. I. T ••. 

Rice .. ... . . . .. .. ... .. . 
Sandusky 
Ballville 
Riley .. 
york ........ . . .. . . . . 

Totals . .... , ........ --2---,-0- 1--4-----;--,-8-
- I ~ I 
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73 SCIO'I.'O COUN 'l'Y. -
If Scioto county had furnished to archeological history no 

morc than the one WDl'k, that at Portsmouth, it would still hold 
an important place therein. 

The Portsmouth work js one or the most complex and im­
pressive in the Ohio valley. 1t consists l'cally of three groups, 
two of which arc across the river in Kentucky. 1'he works on the 
Ohio side arc a combination of crescents small circles and parallel 
walls. At the time of the examination of the works by Sqnier 
and Davis in 1847 i t was found that there were leading from the 
group on the Ohio side, three sets of parallel walis, " covered ways 
01' avenues " as they were termed. Oue set of these walls led IlOl'tll­

wesbval'd and was lost in the bl'oken gl'ound of the plain j an­
other set led southwal'd to the Ohio river, at a point almost di­
rectly opposite a second group of the works on the Kentucky side 
and a third set trended southeastward, reaching the river at a 
point opposite the third group of the works. 

Sqnier and Dayis estimated that the total length of the walis 
then b.'aceable was 8 miles, giving 16 miles of embankment to the 
paraliels alone and that the grand total of the walls of the entire 
series was the r emarkable sum of 20 miles. 

'r he mOl 'C westerly of the Kentucky groups consisted of a 
square and two l'ectangular enclosures, while that toward the east 
was a series of concentric circles. 

Another most interesting work of Scioto county, is the effigy 
mound located about 5 miles above Portsmouth, neal' the village 
of Rushtown. 'l'his figure is in the form of an animal, somewhat 
resembling a tapir, from which it has become knOWl) as the tapir 
mound. It is surrounded by an enclosure which is 480 fect across 
in its longest measurement. 'J1hc figure stands from onc to eight 
feet high. Scioto county has a total of 85 recorded prehistoric 
sites. 

SCIOTO COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Nile ..... ........• . . . • .... 
Washingtou .. . . ...... .. .. . 
Rush '" ....... . . .. . . . 
Valley . ........ . .. . 

5 
7 
2 

3 

I 
I , 

.,; 
,,; ~ 
• Vi " 
~ " u " c 

"' ~ 

.. 
3 
2 

.. . . 

. . . . Jefferson .............. . ... 1'" .. . 
Clay ... ...... ... . . . . . . . .. . J () 4 4 

.1 

,,; .. 
·c 
cii 

3 

5 
2 

.,; ." " " " " ,,; 0< .,; 
. ~ - .. 
OS .= 0 

'" G: E-< 

~ .. : : I: : 
.. .. .. .... . ..... . 

!,,[adison '" ... ... " . .. .. ... J • • . •. • !" .... 
H arrison ....... . ... J ••••• • \ .... " ........ .. 

BloOlll .. ................. • . ....... . . .... ...... . . ...• 
Porter .. .. .. ... . •. . 
Green .. ....... . . . ... . . . 

, 
2 

Totals . ........... ... . ----:;;--'-4--·-7 -1~--' ---, -\8"5 

/ 

Effigy Mound N t 3T Rushtown. 

PORTSMOUTH WGWKS 
.sCi ...... CtxlIt', . ~/D. 

~ .. u 
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SENECA COUNTY. 

Seneca county has 23 recorded prehistoric sites, consisting of 
2 enclosures, 3 mounds, 7 vmage sites, 1 cemetel'Y and 10 burials. 
Both the enclosures arc located on Honey crcck, onc in Bloom and 
the other in Eden towllship. Thompson township, in the extreme 
northeast of the county, presents many evidences of prehistoric 
occupation. 

The old Scioto trail from the Ohio river to Sandusl.;:y bay 
passed through this cOlmty, following generally the course of the 
Sandusky river. 

SENECA COUNTY. 

.,; 
.,; • 

~ Townships. • 
4 " " ~ ~ " " 0 
);i " :; '" 

Loudon ........ . ...................... . . . .. . ... . 
Big Spring . . .... , .,......... .... . ...... . 
Seneca .. ..... . ..... .. ... .. . .................... . 
Hopewell .. . . • . . .•.. ... . ............. . .... . 
Pleasant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Eden ..... . ... ...... • .... . . . 3 

2 

2 

• 

" ." 
" " 

, , 
3 

.,; ., 
" • .,; 

~ " -0 0 
f-< 

Bloom .......... . . . .• •. . . . .. ... . . . .. . .. . . .. .... .. .... .. .... . 
Adams ..... .. ..... • .. . ..... . . .. . . .... ... ... . 2 
Thompson. . . ...•.. 

Totals ... . . . . ...•.. 

!d. 3 ··d.. , ..... . --- ---------
..... 32710 123 
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WYAN D O T COUNTY C RA Wf ORD COUNT "Y 

SENECA COUNTY 
Scale. one inch equ a ls three miles 
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SHELBY COUNTY. 

But one earthwork has been recorded III Shelby county, a 
mound in Van Buren township. A total of 9 sites have been noted, 
including two village sites one cemetery and 5 burials. 

The county was an important district during historic Indian 
times, but appears not to have attracted any considerable pre­
historic population. 

SHELB Y COUNTY. 

,; 

" ,; .~ 

Townships. Vl " ,; ,; ." 
~ " j ,; 

" '" .. 
" , ,§ ." 0 "0 ;,;: :> 

, 
I '" u r 

Van Buren .......•. • . . . . . . . . •. ...•..... 
Cynthian .... . ...•.. . . . . .. '.. . .. .... .... ..... . .. . .....•. 
Loralnie .. .. . .. . .. . .... .. . . . .. ... . . . .... . . . . . . . .. . 
Washington . ......... . ... . . . . . . . . ....... . .. . 
Orange .. .. ....... . ... . . . .. . . .... . .... .. .... . 
Green .. . . . • . . . . . . . .. . . • . . . . .. . . . , . . . .. .... 1 I [ 

Totals ................ ... ... . 
1----1--- ---
.1 2 1 5 9 
I I 
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SHELBY COUNTY 
Scale, one inch equals three miles 
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STARK COUNTY. 

The valley of the Tuscarawas in eastern Stark county, con­
tains most of the county '8 earthworks. There is a work of anomal­
ous character at Myers Lake, near Canton, which by some has been 
considered as an effigy and by others merely an irl'cgulal'ly shaped 
mound. The county bas but one recorded enclosure, which is 
situated in the extreme southwest C01'ncr, in Sugar Creek town­
ship. There arc a total of 26 prehistoric sites, 15 of which are 
mounds. 

The Great Trail passed along the southern line of the county, 
and the Cuyahoga-Muskingum trail followcd the course of the 
Tuscarawas river north and south. 

STARK COUNTY. 

.,; 
.,; '" " iii .,; " , .,; ~ 

~ :', .,; g -" •• ~ " ~ c > ~ ~ '" .... 

Townships. 

Lawrence ........ . . . . . . • ... . ... . .. ..... . .... . ... . 
Tuscarawas ....... • . .... . . . . . . . . ....... 4 
Sugar Creek ....... . ... . ... .... ... ..... 2 

Bethlehenl ... . ... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 ....... .. . I 
Perry .... ..... . .. . . .• . . . . . .. . . .. . ... 4 
Jackson... . ... . . .. ... .. .. .... . I...... ..... "' ....... .. 

~\~~shill~~·::::::::::",,:::,,:·'······ ·"::: I "'~" ::::: : :::::: .. "' ... ... . 
Canton ... .. ... . ... .. ... . ... . . . . . ...... I . . . . .. . . . . . . I 

Pike.. . . . ...... . ... . . .. .. . .. . . .. . ... ..... . .... . . . . .... I 

Sandy . . . . ..... . ..... . .. , . . ........ . ........... . 

Totals 16 3 6 26 
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SUMMIT COUN'l'Y. 

The valley of the Cuyahoga riyer in Summit county is an in­
teresting archreological district. There are 11 enclosures re­
corded, several of which are interesting examples' of the northern 
Ohio type of this class of works. A number of caches of stone and 
flint implements hayc been found. At tbe Boston ledges in eastern 
Boston township are evidences of a rock shelter which was no 
doubt used as an aboriginal domicile. 

There is a petroglyph cut on a rock at the southern end of 
Turkey Foot lake in Franklin township. The county has a total 
of 41 prehistorjc sites, of which 21 are mounds. 

SUMMIT COU NTY. 

,,; 
.; ~ ,,; 

,,; 

iii ~ 

Townsh ips. • • "-" ·c -1i , 
.0 ~ 11 ! • ,,; 

" "C 
;; • , E ~ 

0 u ~ u 
>: " > , • • J '" '" U 

, 
'" 

;'\lorthfie1d 2 . .. . . .. ..... . .. . . . 
Boston ...... 2 2 . .... .. .... .. .......... . 

Northampton 6 6 .............. . 
Copley .... 4 . .... . .... . . . .. ... . ....... . .. . .... . . . .... . 
Portage..... 4 ...... ...... . ........ . . . 
Norton ..... . ... .. ..... . ..... .. ......... . . .. . ....... . 
Coven try .... 3. . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Franklin .... .. .......... . .. . ... . .... . 

---------- [- - , - -----
Total s . . . 2 1 z 3 4' 
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TIWMBULL COUNTY. 

Trumbull county has two enclosw'cs, 14 mounds, 3 village sites 
and 11 burials~a total of 30 prehistoric sites. They are dis­
tributed about equally along the waters of Aiahoning and Grand 
rivers and Pymatuning creek. Both of the enclosures are located 
on the latter stream. 

In prehistoric times the salt springs around Warren doubt­
less played an important part as trails led from them 'in three 
directions. 

TRUl\mULJ~ COUN'l'Y . . 

I ~ 
Townsh ips. 1 ~ 1 ~ Jl 

~ j Il l! 
----
Bloomfield ....... . .... . ..... . ......... I 2 ... . . .. .......... . 1 . . 

Green ................ , .......... . ..... . . .............. .. . 
Kinsman ...... .. . ..... . ..... . . .... .... . .... . 
Farmington ..... .. .... .. ... . .. . 2 . .. . ..•... . .• • . •••.. . • . . 
Mecca ... ... . ........ . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . ...... . . . 1' • • •• , • •••• 

Johnslon . . . . . . .. . ... .... . . . ...... .... . .. . 
Vernon .... . . . . ... ... ... . . ....... . ....... . 
Southington . . . .. . . . . ........ . .... . .. . .. z 
Champion .. . . . . . . .. .... . .. . . . . . . ... . 
Hart ford. ... . . . . ...... . ...... . . .. .. . .. ..... . 
Braceville . ... .. . . ............... . . . ... 2 

Warren. .. . ... . . . ... . .. . .. . ... . . .. . . . 2 ...... . 

Newton. . . . ...... . . . .. .. ...... .. . ..... . . . .1··.. ........ I 

Lordstown . .. . . .. . ... .. . .... . ... . ..... . I' .. ... ........... . 
Weathersfleld . .. ... ....... ...... . . ..... . I ... .. . . . ... . I 

Liberty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 .. .... ........ . . . . . 

Total s . ....... . . ...... . . . .. .. . . . . .. \1~-'4~I--z-[I~-3~1--, -, -1-~30-­
I 
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TUSCARAWAS COUNTY. 

The valley of the Tuscarawas river in Tuscarawas county is 
moderately represented in premstoric sites. The two enclosures 
of the county however, are situated some distance from the river. 
One of these is in southern Auburn township and the other in 
northern CJay township. 

The county has a total of 27 sites, 16 of whicb are mounds. 
A monument at Gnadenhutten, erected by the Moravians in 

1872 marks the site of the massacre of Moravian Cbristian In­
cUans in 1782 by white troopers from Pennsylvania. 

TUSCiU~AWAS COU NTY. 
,-

Townships. 

Wayne ..........•.... • ......... . " ...... . ... . 
Franklin. . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . 
Dover... . . . .. .. .. . . . . •. .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . ...... . I .. ... ... .. . . . . . . 

Goshen .. . ... • . . . • • . . ...• • . . .•• .. • ••. . . . ... . . . 1 ' . . 
Auburn . . ...... .•.. .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . ........ .. . .. ... . ..... . . ... . 
Warwick . ..... . . . . . .... ...... .. . ..• . . •..... ...... . .. . 
i\1ill ...... .. . .. . . . . .. . . • .. . .. . . • .. . . • ... . . . . . 1 •.••.•• •.. ••.•• • •. 

Union . . ..... . .. . . . .. . .. • . . . ... .•. .• . • .... 2 ...... • . .. .. . .... 
Salem . . . . . ......... . . . •... . ... .•. . . . . .. . ..... . . .......... 
Oay . .. . .. . ..... . .... . .. . ... • ... .. .. . ... . .. .. 3 3 
Oxford ... . ..... . .... . ... .. ... . . . . . ... . . . . ... 7 

f--I---I--I--
Totals .... . ... ,.... . ... . . ... .. .. . . ....... 16 2 9 27 
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UNION OOUNTY. 

rrhe prehistoric sites of Union county-28 in number- are 
confined to mounds and burials. The number of mounds is 11 and 
the remaining 17 are burials. These sites are scattered quite gen­
eralJy, but sparsely, throughout the county. 

While otherwise favorable to aboriginal babitation, Union 
county is lacking in Jarge streams, which was onc of the prime 
requisites to settlement of a permanent or impor tant nature. 

UNION COUNTY. 

Tow nships . 

~. 

Washington .. ...• . ... . .. . . . • . . • . . • . . . . • . . . . . . • . ... . .. . 
Jackson .... . . . ..... . . . .. . . .. . . .... . ... ...• . ...• . .. . . . .. . . . 
Yor k . . ...... . . . ... .. . . . . ... . • .. . ... • . . . . . ... . •. .... 2 
Claiborne .... . . . • . • • .. . . .. • . . . . .. . • . . .. • . . . .• . . . . • ....... . 
W~~ ... . .... . ... . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. ... .. . . . . ... .. . 
Leesburg ... .. ... . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. . • .. . . .. • . , . . . . .. ..... . . 
Allen .. . .. . . . .• . ... ... . . . . ... ...... . . • .. . . . .... . ... . :2 
Paris ...... . . .. • • . . .. • . . . .... . . . . ...... . .. . . ... . .... 4 
Dover . .. . . . .. . .... . . . . . • . . , . . . . .. .. . . . • . . . . . • . , . . . . 1 

Darby., . ..... , ... .. .. . . . . . ... " . . . . . . . ..• • .. . .. . .. , 2 
Mill C reek .... , ... .... . . . . . .. .. , . ... , . . .. . . . .... . . , . . .... . 

, 
2 

3 

3 

4 

Jeronle ... , ... . .• . • , .. , • . . . . . • . ,.. . ..... . . . . ..• ' ." . ,' 
1--1--

Totals., .... .. .... ... . . . . · ... . · · . . . · · .. . · . . . .. . 'I I [ '7 
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V.AN WERT COUNTY. 

One enclosure, 2 mounds, 3 village sites, 1 cemetery and 6 
burials, a total of 13, make up the list of Van Wert county pre­
historic sites. The Olle enclosure of the county is in Liberty town­
ship. 

The old trail, connecting the trails leading southeast, to the 
Scioto with the Maumee river, passed along the eastell1 border of 
Van Wert and there have been found many indications of im­
portant travel along this aboriginal highway. 

VAN WERT COUNTY. 

..; 
..; " ..; 

Tpwnships. " in " ..; " ." 0 .,; ~ s " " ..; 

" '" • ~ .. 
0 u ~ ." 5 '0 :.: c :;: " '" co u '"' 

W;!, h;" .. ... . .... ·1··· I···· J .. 
Liberty .. . .. . . .. . . . . . . I . . •.. .. . . ' I' . . .. 
Pleasant ........ . .. . . . . .....1 .. 2 I 2 [ .. .. . 

~~~l~in·it~~·· .... ·· . · · · :. :III-· -:-ii~~ :::3 :1 : ~I', :'3": 
Totals ....... .... . . . f61 L 
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VI NTON COUN TY. 

Vinton county like J ackson, is l'emar kable in having a large 
number of mounds, with no large water courses. T he majority of 
the counties showin~ evidences of comparatively dense or long 
continued populations al'C those th r ough which streams of im­
portance pass affording a dependable water supply, as well as 
fishing and hunting grounds and a highway for canoe travel. 

The total n umber of prehistoric sites in Vinton coun ty is 74 
of which 60 arc mounds and five enclosures. The five enclosures 
are located in the northeastern part of the county, on Raccoon or 
nearby. The distr ibution of the mounds is pretty general through­
out the county. 

VINTON COUN'rY. 

Townships. 

Eagle ..... ... . . . . •. .. ... . ... .. . . . . .... . 
I-Iarrison .. . ... . . . , .. •. . ..•. . . . . • . . 
Richland ... . . . . .. . . .. ... ... • • .. . . . . . 
Jackson .... . . .. . . . . ... . ... .... . • . ... 
Swan . . . . . .... ... . . ...... . . .. . . 
Brown ... . . . .. . . • .. . . . . .. ..• . . . . . 
E lk ... . . . • . . . .. .... . . • .. . . . 
Madison ...... • .. . . . ... . . ... 
Knox..... . ... ...... . .. .• . . . . .. .... . 
Clinton ... . . . • • . . . .. ...... . . . .. . 
Vinton .. .. .... • . . .. . ... . .. • • . .. •. . 

.; 
." 
c 

" 0 
;,: 

5 

w 
4 
3 
5 

'4 
4 

.; 
• " " ~ 
u 

Ji 

4 

:4 
iii 

~ 
~ 

-" 
·E 
" '" 
2 

2 

.; .. -0 
f-< 

4 .... .... . .......... . . . . 
4 ... . ...... . 

l-i---5-~~~4 
Wilkesville ...... .... . . . ... . 

Totals 

.. 
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W.A.RREN COUNTY. 

In the matter o( individllal earthworks of importance, \¥ar­
ren county stands among the first two 01' three in the state. Fort 
Ancient gives the COlillty the distinction of having the greatest 
hilltop enclosure 01' "fort" in the state and in many r espects 0110 

of the most r emarkable of known prehistoric worlis. In anothC'l' 
class of works - the cffig,\- class - \VancD county presents an ex­
ample second only to the Great Serpent in Adams county. This 
work is known as the \V"al'l'cn COUllt,V Serpent and is located on 
the south side of the Ljittle Mimni river in northern Hamilton , 
township. 

Fort Ancient is situated on an eminence on the east side of 
the Little Miami '1'i "er , in l.Vashington township. '1'he colossal 
earthwork is i l'regular in form, conforming to the topography of 
the run on ,,'b~ch it lies. TIllS hill, or plateau, is a strong position 
being protected on two sides by declivitous ravines and on the 
third side by the precipitous descent to the riYcr, 'fhe tortuous 
walls of the fort, which meaSUl'e 18,712 in length, exclusiye of 
detached works, are the result of its being carried around the very 
edge of the plateau and following all the sim,losities of its out­
lines. The walls of the fort vary in height from a few feet at the 
most precipitous point to 18 01' 20 feet where the walls cross the 
level plain. 'rhe longest straight Ene tha t can be drawn within 
the wans is about 5,000 feet, or almost one mile. 'fhe general 
form of the fort is two r udely triangular areaS connected by a 
narrow rectangular area, thus constituting practically th ree al­
most distinct enc]osul'es, termed respectively the North Fort, 
Middle Fort and South Fort. 

Fort Ancient and the land upon which it stands is no,," the 
property of the State of Ohio and is in cbat·ge of the Ohio 
Al'clucological and Historical Society. A model of the fort and 
llJallY rob es found thereat, can he seen at the Society's museum. 

The 'Van'en coun t~' Serpent is situated just across the riYcr 
from the village of Stubbs' MiHs. It lies with tile bead toward 
the watcrs of Baker's creek neal' its mouth, the body undulating 
towards the sOllthwest and terminating at the opposite side of the 
sbarp bend in the stream whie]} it occupies. rrhcl'c arc many 

points of similarity, both as to form and size between the Warren 
county serpent and that of Adams county. 

Warren county has a total of 112 recorded prehistoric sites 
8 of which arc enclosures and 62 arc mounds. 

WARREN COUNTY. 

,,; 
.,; 2 

Townsh ips. 
0 Vi ,,; " ." ~ II = g u ;; - = ,<. "' > 

-- -- --
F ranklill ......... . .• .•.... 5 ....... .... . 
Clear Creek ........ •.. .. .. 2 . ..... ...•.. 

\Vayne . .......... . ....... . 2 4 

~ 
·0 

~ 

, 
[ 

'3 

,,; 
0 ·c 
0 
~ 
1) 
u 

.,; ,,; 0 

;r ~ 
"' f-< 

:\fassie ................... . 
'7 
3 " ..... .. ... '" . .. .. .. ... .. . 

Turtle Creek ...... .. ..... . 
Washington ........ , ..... . 
Deerfield ................. . 

'7 
7 

3 3 
2 

H amilton .................. 4 ........ ... . 
Salem..................... 4 

5 
4 

2 

2 H arlan ........ . ... "....... 2 ....... .. .. . 

Totals ..... . ..... ~--8-\~1-3-0-i--.I--[ -+-[-,,-
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W ASHINO'l'ON COUN'ry. 

The Marietta Works, one of the most interesting and best 
known of the complex type of enclosure, consisted of a square 
enclosing 50 acres in which were several rectangular flat topped 
mounds ; and another square enclosing about 27 acres in conjunc­
tion with which is a large conical mound surrounded by a ditch 
and connected with the square by a supplementary wall or line. 
The two squares with their accompanying figures are not con­
nected with one another and really constitute two separate groups. 

From the larger and more northerly of the two squares, there 
extends a "graded way" toward the river to the west. This 
graded way consisted of parallel earthen walls 680 feet long and 
150 feet apart. When first observed, the surface of the passage 
was rounded and about 20 feet below the top of the walls. 

The large mOlWd connected with the smaller square is now a 
part of the public cemetery at Marietta and is a very imposing 
example of its class. 

The valley of the Muskingum within the borders of Wash­
ington county is very rich in prehistoric remains. There are a 
total of 115 sites, of which 6 are enclosures, 102 mounds and 7 
village si tea. 

WASIDNGTON COUNTY. 

" 
Townships. ~ 

• ." en 

" l .; ~ .. u -.:i :> 0 ... 
Waterford . . ... . . .. . . ..... . ....... . . .... . . .... 13 
Adams ...... . ..... . . . .... . ...... . ....... .... .. 52 
Aurelius . .. . .. .. . .. .... . ....... . .. . . . .. . ". ," 3 
Salem . , .... . ..... . .. .. .. . ... .. . . . . . . . . . .. . ... I 

5 5 

Watertown ..... . . . .. 0 •••• • • •••••• • • 0 • • 0 • • • • • • I 
Muskingum . .. . .. . .... . . . ..... .. 0 •• • • • • • • • • • • • 23 
Warren ..... ... .. . . . 0....... ... ...... ...... .. I 

2 

Marietta . .. . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . 0· ... . 0. .. ....... . 8 I 

f---I---J--+----
Totals . .. . . ... . . . .. 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 102 6 7 115 

• 

Earthworks at Marietta. 
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WAYNE COUNTY. 

"\Vayne county is fairly rich ill prehistoric remains, particu1ar~ 
ly that section adjacent to the headwaters of Killbuck croek. 
There arc a total of 42 sites, of which 8 arc of the enclosure type, 
20 arc mounds, 6 village sites and 8 burials. 

The Great rrl'aiJ passed along the southern line of the county 
and many relics of the extensive travel in aboriginal times have 
been .found along its course. 

WAYNE COUNt'Y. 

..; 
.; 1< 

Townships. • iii ..; " , 
." " • c -B " , :§ 0 
~ 

c :> "' 
Congress ...... . .. . •... . .•.... . .. . ..... . '2 
Chester ....... . ...• . .. . • • . ... • . . ...... . '2 .••.•••. . 
Plain ........ ..... . .. ... • .. ..• _. 2' 
Clinton ..... " . • .. ...•.. . . ... • ... . ..................... .. 
F ranklin ........ •. .. . • . . . . .. .. ......... 3 
\¥ooster ......... . . . .. . •. . . . . • .... . 5 
\\layne ..................• . .. .. . . 
Canaan .........•. .•..... . ...... ...... . 

3 
2 

4 

..; ..; .. .. ·c 
~ ,g 0 
r 

East Union....... . . . . . . ...... ... ... . .................. ... . . 
Salt Creek . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . . . . . ............... . 
Paint .. . ................. . • . .... .... . . .......... . ..... . 2 
Sugar Creek .......................... . 2 

Totals .... 20 8 6 8 
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WILLIAMS OOUNTY. 

An interesting feature of the archeology of Williams county 
18 that the mounds in every case are in groups. There are 19 
mounds recorded, comprising six groups. Groups of 3 mounds 
each are found in Bridgewater, Florence and two in St. ,Joseph 
township; a group of 4 in N ortbwest township and another group 
of five, three of which are in Northwest and the other two across 
the line in Michigan. 

The county has two enclosures- one in Northwest township 
and one in St. Joseph. There are a total of 36 sites. 

W!LLI A us COUNTY. 

Townships. 

NQrthwest . ... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . •.. .... 
Bridgewater . . . . . . . . . ..... .. . . . 
Florence ... . . . . . . .... . . ... . . . .. • . 
St. Joseph .... . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . • . 
Center ..... . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . • .. . 
Pulaski ... .. .. ... . . .. . . .• .... . . ... 

7 
3 

~ 

,; 
,; Jl 
• Ui " " • ,,; 
.l! ,; 

'" • .. 0 ~ ." -" " a 

'" >- CO f-< 

, I··· · .. 1 .... . . . . .. ... . .. [ . . . . .. .... , I : 
Springfi eld . ..... . . . . .. . . . . • . . .. . . . .. . . . 

3 
2 

Brady .. . . .... . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .... . . ... . . 

Totals .. . • . .... . . .. . . 19 
I--f---I--

2 4 I I I 36 
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WOOD OOUNTY, 

The prehisto'l'ic sites of 'Vood' county al'e confined mainly to 
the tier of counties bordering on the Maumee river. Of the total 
number of 12 sites, t her e is only one ear thwork, an enclosure in 
the extreme northwestern part of the eOl~nty. Two village sites 
and nine burials have been r ecorded i!l the county. There arc in­
dications of considerable occupation throughout the county, but 
this appears to have been of a temporary 0 1' trans ient nature. 

·WooD COUNTY. 

,,; 
,,; l' 

Townshi ps. " iii " ] " '" 0 ", 

" --
"' > 

Ross ...... . ... ... . •.. . . . .. • ... 
Perryburg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . 
~liddleton . . ....... ... . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . 
Grand Rapids . ..... . . . .. ...... .. . .. . .. ... .... .. ... . .. . 
Weston . .... . .... . . . . . ... .. .. ... . . .•. . ........... 
Plain .. . .. .. . ...... ••. . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . ...... . .. 
i\1 ilton ........ .......... . .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . ...... . .......... . 

"'f Totals z 

'" 

.~,. 

",; ,,; • '0 '" -cO 
0 

f-< 

.. .... ...... . , 
3 

3 
I 

9 '2 
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,'VYANDOT COUN'l'Y. 

vVyundot county, with its fine streams and valleys, was a 
favori te country with the aborigines, both in historic and pre­
historic times. Early explorers found mall~' Indian villages along 
the Sandusky 1'iyc1' and the numel'ous prehistoric sites show that 
in earlier times i t was of equal popu!al'ity. The Scioto-Sandusky 
trail passed through the county and thus placed it upon one of the 
greatest aboriginal thoroughfares in the state. 

rrhe \'a.J.leys of the Sandusky 1'i,'ol' and its tributary, Tymoch­
tee creek contain most of the sites in the county. There are a total 
of 81 sites, di vided as follows: Enclosures, 1 j mounds, 53 j village 
sites, Sj cemeteries, 1, and burials, 18. 

WYAXDOT COUNTY. 

Townships. 

Cra wford ............ . ...... . ... . 
T ymochtee .... ... . . . . . . . . . 7 3 4 · .......... . 
Sycarllore . . . . . . • . . ... ". . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ... J ...... . . ... • 

~~!~:~n.d. . . ....... : .. .... ,... L~ I ::::: l ::~: : :::~:: :::::: :: :::: 
Eden ....... ........... ... ".. . ..... '!..... . 2 • .....•. • • •• 

~~f;li~n.::::: .. ::: : ... ~ ., .... .... ... [ ~ 1::':' :1::::' : ... ; .. : .... : .. : :: ... . 
I'itt . ..... ........... . . I p i ' ? 2 
Antri m ...... .. . .. .. :: .4.. .. -.. 2 ' :::::: :::::: 

·· .. .. 11~1-,-1-8 - ,-8 - , 1-8-' 
I , , 

Totals 

.~ 
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Scale. one inch equals three miles 
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Great Gateway from the North. 

Section of SOlllh \\"a ll. 01<1 Fort. 

,rcSt Wall, t\orth f Ori Ilcar )-,: r <l I1(;C to )\'Iiddle Fort 

East Wall (:"\'orlh) For: Anc;cll\ from Field Oll!~i(I<,. 

Section of East Wall , North Fort. 

West Wall (North) Fort Ancient. 

Enlr;'llcc \0 Fort from Inside Looking 'Vest. 

Elllrancc to Fort frOI11 the \Vest. 

Entrance In Fort frol11 Ea~t, ' .' 
West. 0" Each Side , 
Road [{ 1 11 the 1\IT:lllcl \\ ;.: 

'- ,Ht Ir'l;:1 "Xcst, 
:1.'; Ea,l_ 



CARTOGR.\1'1 [IC T.\PoLE. 

... Monnds (burial) 

o Enclosures (square). 

o Enclosures (circular). 

) Enclosures (crescent) . 

.6. Village Sites. 

'-' Burials (ordinary interments). 

.... Cemeteries. 

-..::::v Stone Graves. 

--- Effigy ~lounds. 
~ Petroglyphs. 

,... Flint Quarries. 

• Caches . 

.2L Rock Shelters. 
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the problem of site verification was not viewed liqhtly. I think most of the 

reported sites were verified, that the spatial biases can be known, and that the 

Atlas has research potential. 

The uniqueness of the Atlas in a historical sense is obvious, and 

incontestable. There were none like it at the time and the only closely similar 

venture was the Archaeological Atlas £i Michigan published 17 years later 

(Hinsdale 1931). For such a daring publication, it is surprising that Mills had 

little to say about the fieldwork on which it was based. Because of the brevity 

of his comments on the background of the project, it is not well known that 

the Atlas was the outgrowth of 20 years of serious survey work by the staff of 

the Ohio State Museum. The present paper aims to correct this deficiency and 

give the Atlas the attention it deserves. 

As far as can be discovered, the Atlas was not reviewed, at least not in 

indexed periodicals. In a sense, therefore, this paper fills a gap; it is 

basically a review, 70 years late. As such, it explores some questions common 

in book reviews: How can the book be described? Was anything of importance 

omitted? How can the information be used today? What place does this project 

have in the history of the Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society? 

DESCRIPTION 

The Atlas is an oversized book that measures 35 x 43 cm.(13 3/4 x 17 

inches) and is bound on the short edge. It is 2 cm.(3/4 inch) thick and weighs 

approximately 2268 grams (5 pounds). There are 94 sheets in the book (188 

pages), 88 of which show maps of the 88 counties in Ohio. The maps show 5396 

site locations, some of which include a cluster of mounds and earthworks. The 
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remaining sheets contain the title page and various kinds of "front matter." The 

book was printed in a limited edition of 500 cloth bound copies and possibly 

almost that many paper bound copies (Mills 1914: 388). The complete title of 

the work is as follows: Archaeological Atlas of Ohio; Showing the Distribution 

of Various Classes of Prehistoric Remains in the State with a Map of the 

Principal Indian Trails and Towns. 

The book's front matter includes a "Preface" by Mills and a"Table of 

Contents accompani eduJ by separate 1 i sts of the county maps, the county arch aeo­

logical descriptions, and illustrations (of which there are 60). The front 

matter also includes full page maps of Indian trails and towns and the distribu­

tion of mounds and enclosures. The "trails" map is accompanied by 1 1/2 pages 

of text; the "earthworks" map stands alone. 

Opening the Atlas, a user finds the county map on the right and an 

archaeological description of the county on the left. Sites are shown as 

orange-colored sj11lbols (explained in the "Preface") depicting site types in 

Mills' classification. The sites are un-numbered and un-named on the maps and 

no list of sites is included anywhere in the book or referred to as existing in 

some other source. 

The base maps for each county are road maps made by the Ohio Road 

Commission. The scale of all the maps is 3 miles per inch (1:190,080), a medium 

scale in a relative sense. Roads of all grades are included and community grids 

(even for large cities) are shown in detail. Also shown are railroads, canals, 

the names of crossroads, towns, villages, and cities, as well as townships. The 

result is an extremely cluttered format. The orange color of the site symbols 

makes them stand out on the sheets, but it is difficult to see their rela­

tionship to the general terrain, which must be deduced from the drainage courses 
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which are shown on the maps as thin lines. Site distribution in relation to the 

modern built environment is clear, but the relationship to drainage and 

topography is obscure. 

The county histories contain a variable amount of information, depending 

obviously upon the number of sites and the extent of excavation. They contain 

descriptions of notable sites (e.g. Serpent Mound, Fort Ancient, and Mound 

City), comments on the effect of resources and topography on site density and 

distribution, and an occasional discussion of the function of select sites, or 

the duration of site occupancy for others. All county descriptions include a 

table e~umerating the number of each site type present in each township. 

The "Preface" contains a brief discussion of the number of mounds that 

might be present if all were known, a brief history of attempts to produce an 

archaeological map of Ohio, a comment on the completeness of the Atlas, and a 

discussion of the site classification used in the volume. It also has a table 

listing the frequency of occurrence of each site class. Persons who helped more 

than others in compiling site locations are acknowledged by name in the 

concluding paragraph. 

One item of historical interest in the acknowledgements is the identi­

fication of Henry Clyde Shetrone as a major contributor to the project. 

Shetrone's first year as Mills' assistant in 1913 apparently was spent field 

checking site locations for the Atlas. Mills at this point in his career had 

been Curator of Archaeology for the Ohio State Museum for 16 years, succeeding 

Warren K. Moorehead in the position in 1898. Shetrone continued as Mills' 

assistant until 1921 when Mills was made Director of the Museum, a position he 
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held till his death in 1928. Shetrone became Curator in 1921 and succeeded 

Mills as Director in 1929. Publication of the Atlas, then, came at the midpoint 

of Mills' career and at the beginning of Shetrone's. 

Parenthetically, it should be noted also that the Atlas was published in 

the same year that the Society moved from temporary quarters in OSU's Page hall 

to a building on the OSU campus built specifically to house the Society's 

growing library and artifact collections. This was a banner year in the history 

of the Archaeological and Historical Society, which was founded in 1885 and fo.r 

the first thirty years of its existence was moved from one place to another as 

space became needed by the host institution. Starting out in the Ohio State 

Capital building, the Society eventually found space in a number of buildings on 

the OSU campus before qettinq its own facility. The new Ohio State Museum, 

located on The Ohio State University campus, was to become the Society's home 

for 55 years. 

HISTORY AND METHODOLOGY 

Mills does not say much in the "Preface" to the Atlas as to what labor and 

resources went into making it. This ommission is regrettable because an 

explanation of the methods used in locating sites and entering them on the map 

could help in an evaluation of how to use the Atlas. The picture given by 

reports and other statements in the Society's Quarterly journal is that work on 

what originally was known as the Archaeological Map of Ohio project can be 

divided into four periods. The first (Period I) covers Moorehead's years as 

Curator of Archaeology, between 1895 and 1897. The first two years of Mills' 

term as Curator constitutes a second period (Period II), the years 1898 and 
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1899. More than half (3687-68%) of the sites in the Atlas were recorded in 

these first two periods (Table 1). In Period III, between 1900 and 1909, Mills 

appears to have abandoned the project, althouqh he says in the Atlas "Preface" 

that he devoted spare time for 16 years workinqon the map. In 1909, at the 

request of the Executive Board of the Society, Mi 11 s returned to the pl ans to 

produce an archaeological map of Ohio. Museum resources were allocated for the 

project during Period IV and five years later the Atlas was a reality. 

The establ ishment of a position for Curator of Archaeology and the 

beginning of the mapping project late in 1894 were not accidentally linked. The 

first Curator, Warren K. Moorehead, was charged specifically by the Society's 

Executive Committee to make a map of Ohio's sites. Moorehead expressed his 

understanding of the purpose of this project as follows: 

This work has never been established on so large a scale in America. 
France, Germany and Engl and know the exact location of everyone of 
their prehistoric remains. As ours are as imposing, as important and 
as interesting as those of Europe, we certainly should not be behind 
our friends across the water in our appreciation and understanding of 
the archaeology of the Ohio Valley. (Moorehead 1895: 422) (under-
1 ining added) 

Thus, he views archaeological survey, in which the exact locations of sites are 

recorded, as a basis for archaeological analysi s. Late in 1895, at the end of 

his first year on the Society staff, he adds a note of urgency to his statement 

of purpose (Moorehead 1897a:286): Ohio's monuments are being demolished and 

obliterated at an alarming rate; they need to be located, recorded, and possibly 

tested before they are destroyed; these actions will preserve at least some 

record of prehistoric archaeology for future generations of citizens and 

scholars. One year later, in his report of field work in 1896, Moorehead 

(1897b:257) emphasizes both the study potential and the preservation aspects of 
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the project, but he does not mention exact locations. Instead, he writes that 

the Europeans know "what mounds, and how many, are in each parish" (underlining -- . 

added) 

While there is no direct evidence, the shift from exact to unit locations 

may reflect difficulty getting exact locations put on a map. Moorehead was 

working with a wall map described as 6 feet square. An estimate of the scale is 

3.5 miles per inch (1:221,760), close to that of the published Atlas. This 

scale is small enough to make precise placement of a site unlikely. Moorehead 

comments in several places that the dots on his map may in some cases mark the 

presence of more than one "monument ll (Moorehead 1897b: 258). This is a realis­

tic position because at the estimated scale a visible symbol would measure 500 

meters in diameter (1650 feet, or 1/3 mile). 

Moorehead (esp. 1897b and 1899) devotes much space in his reports to how 

the site locations were determined. He initially collected all references in 

the literature and transferred them to the map. He also sent tracings of 

counties to amateur archaeologists and requested that they record sites known to 

them. This technique was used throughout the project by Moorehead and Mills 

alike, though neither of them appear to have liked it much, or profited much by 

it. Ultimately, Moorehead felt that it was necessary for a trained archaeologist 

to visit a reported site to confirm its existence. In the second year of the 

survey, he stressed the importance of the Society making its own surveys of the 

counties. This strategy continued for the duration of the project. Sites 

reported by informants were field checked if there was doubt about their 

authenticity. Sites reported by knowledgeable informants most often were 

accepted without a field check, unless locational information was unclear. The 

Curators and staff of the museum conducted surveys in the vicinity of sites 
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under excavation, and conducted tours of poorly known counties to locate new 

sites. In Period IV, Mills devoted months at a time exclusively to the county 

surveys. 

There is little question, if the statements in the Annual Reports are 

accurate, that sites were verified in most cases. Moorehead, in a lon9 report 

on work in 1896, comments (Moorehead 1897b: 259) that sites that could not be 

accurately located were not put on the map. Again, in the same place (Moorehead 

1897b: 260), he writes: "We cannot hope to complete our map, or at least have 

it approach completion, unless we resort to personal visitation. 1I Mills also 

underscores the importance of field checks. In the Annual Report for 1899, he 

writes (Ohio Archaeoloqical and Historical Society 1900: 351): "Sl ow progress 

has been made towards the completion of the Archaeological Map, as it is 

difficult to obtain data concerning mounds, sites, etc. without visiting, in 

person, the sections of the country to be reported" (Ohio Archaeological and 

Historical Society 1900: 351). 

One of the unanswered questions about this work, a curious ommission in the 

Atlas and the Annual Reports, concerns how the locational information was filed. 

There is no mention of a card file or list recording geographic coordinates and 

descriptive features of the sites. Moorehead had his county tracings, and when 

Mills got back to work on the project, in Period IV, he says that he entered 

sites on United States topographic maps. These most likely were the 30 minute 

topo9raphic series maps at a scale of 2 miles per inch (1:125, 000) published by 

the USGS. These maps can not be found today and presumably the information has 

been lost. Furthermore, Moorehead's wall map cannot be found and neither 

Moorehead's nor Mill's archives contain any locational data on sites. There is, 
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therefore, no known systematic index of sites that are shown on the Atlas 

sheets, although possibly some locational data might be "excavated" in the files 

of the Ohio Historical Society. 

The Annual Reports are extremely informative about the nature of the 

spatial coverage: as would be expected, the work favors counties with the most 

highly visible, numerous, and varied burial mounds and earthworks. These are 

the counties in which Museum staff worked most vigorously, improving their 

k now 1 e d g e 0 far c h a eo log i cal r em a ins a r 0 u n d site s be i n g ex c a vat ed, and 

developing contacts among local people. Counties lacking prominent sites were 

not visited as intensely or frequently and it is possible that many mounds, 

earthworks, and other sites were missed and that site frequencies are 

underrepresented in them. Conversely, counties with energetic amateurs may have 

inflated site numbers. 

Softening the effect of this systematic bias is the strategy Mills adopted 

in Period IV when he reports in the Annual Reports how many counties have been 

completed in preparing the Atlas and the current status of the remaining, 

unexamined counties. The entire 1910 field season was devoted to survey and by 

the end of the summer 67 counties had been visited and the maps prepared. 

Furthermore, publication of the Atlas was delayed until all counties had been 

covered. Mills thought the coverage was quite good; in the Atlas he writes: 

In presenting the Archaeological Atlas of Ohio, the author wishes to 
state it is as near complete as is at present possible, remindful of 
the fact that many monuments have been destroyed by a century or more 
of cultivation of the soil and by other destructive agencies and that 
many, no doubt, exist that we have no records of. (Mills 1914) 

Thus, it would appear that there are no major omissions in the Atlas 

data--no cluster of spectacular earthworks in a county represented by only one 

or two common sites in the Atlas. It is possible, also, that the sample is 
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sufficient for all counties, but simply over-represents certain classes in 

counties with abundant, highly visible sites. In any case, the Annual Reports 

contain information on the activities of the archaeologists from which to learn 

which counties have gotten more attention than others: 

cont ro 11 ab 1 e. 

the bias is 

One element of the project which has an uncontrolled source of bias is site 

class. The project clearly emphasized mortuary archaeolo9Y and is a poor 

reflection of settlements and other non-mortuary sites. The sample is dominated 

by mounds, enclosures, burials, cemet9~ies, stone graves, and effigy mounds 

which collectively constitute 90 percent. Village sites and rock shelters 

obviously are underrepresented, as are flint quarries. While knowable, this 

bias is uncontrollable. There is nothin9 in presently known sources that gives 

the criteria for selecting the 345 village sites, 35 shelters, and 109 quarries 

from the thousands of such sites that are highly visible today and must have 

been 80 years ago as well and including them in the Atlas. 

In a brief, evaluative synopsis of the history of the Atlas, it appears 

that Warren Moorehead, while he was unquestionably interested in excavation, was 

drawn to the survey as a powerful tool for learning something about archae­

ological sites and artifacts. The Annual Reports for his years with the Society 

are vigorously written and all contain lenqthy commentary on the progress of the 

mapping project. Two of them contain conclusions about the distribution of 

certain classes and possible time relationships between them. Mills, on the 

other hand, seems more interested in excavation, having spent the field seasons 

in Period III conducting major excavations. Comments on methodology, goals, and 

results are rare from Mills and it would seem that time spent on the project 

between 1909 and 1914 was given because it was requested by the Society's 
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Executive Committee. Millis disinterest is apparent in the Atlas itself and,the 

Annual Reports. He knew what he wanted to do in archaeology through excavation 

by 1900; his work after that rarely includes survey. He promoted the book when 

it was published but rarely refers to it in his later writing. Similarly, 

Shetrone rarely mentioned the Atlas in print, and in his Mound Builders (1930), 

the most use he makes of it is to show the state map of earthwork distribution. 

Never-the-less, both Moorehead and Mills insisted on site verification and it is 

possible that the Atlas can be regarded as at accurate reflection of the 

relative number of some kinds of sites in a given Township or County. Most 

specific site locations in the Atlas are in error, a result of the transference 

of "dots" from map to map and of the two-color printing process. In spite of 

this shortcoming, the distributional data for certain site classes have research 

potential, if the spatial and site type representation biases are taken into 

consideration. 

THE ATLAS AS A SOURCE OF DATA 

If the above characterization of the ArchaeoloQical Atlas of Ohio is 
-~.;,;.;;..~ ..... :..-.-- - --

correct, and the historical analysis is accurate, it would appear that his 

volume is a source of useful distributional data and of information on the 

history of archaeology in the eastern Midwest. An archaeologist would be 

foolhardy to try to use the Atlas as a guide to site locations or to suppose 

that a site had been destroyed because nothing can be found at a location shown 

on the map. On the other hand, the data appear acceptable for est imates of the 
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probability of site discovery geographically and environmentally. They should 

be useful also in estimating the degree of site loss in the 70 years since the 

Atlas was published. 

Historically, the Atlas is a genuinely unique accomplishment. It 

represents a daring attempt to try something new and its goals were persistently 

sought for 20 years. Along with the paper trail of reports and other documents, 

the Atlas contains useful information about who was doing what, where, and why. 

In an indirect way it reveals something of the flavor of the Moorehead-Mills 

tradition of archaeology. 

CONCLUSION 

This belated review of William C. Mills' Atlas of Ohio Archaeology suggests 

that the Atlas should be taken seriously as a controlled sample of certain 

classes of sites, but that it is virtually worthless as a source of specific 

locational data. The absence of accurate, specific geographic coordinates 

restricts its potential use. On the positive side, however, included sites 

appear to have been verified by a field check. Given the difficulty of travel 

at that time, this was a noteworthy achievement. This investment, however, 

should payoff today by applying modern analytic approaches to these data and 

using the results to give some perspective on cultural resource management 

questions. The cluttered maps do not give a clear picture of site distribution 

relative to environmental features, but transferring the township counts to a 

political map of Ohio should permit the analysis of broad patterns of artifact 

and site distribution. Moorehead hoped that some understanding of Ohio Valley 
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archaeology woul d emerge from the survey that he inaugurated. If the present 

paper is accurate and promotes greater use of the Atlas, his hopes might 

actually be fulfilled, 90 years later. 
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Tabl e 1. The number of recorded Archaeological sites in Ohio for select dates 
between 1895 and 1914. 

Number Percent 
Project Total Est imated Increase Increase or 

Year Year sites sites Decrease Decrease 

Pre 1894 700 
1895 1 3,000 12,000 +2300 +328% 
1896 2 2,843 17 ,000 -157 - 05% 
1897 3 3,292 15,000 + 449 + 16% 
1898 4 3,472 + 180 + 05% 
1899 5 3,687 + 215 + 06% 
1914 20 5,396 <11,000 +1705 + 46% 
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